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TO  THE  HONORABLE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 
OF  THE  GUERNSEY  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY: 
Gentlemen  : — A  proper  part  of  a  library's  work  is 
to  make  known,  from  time  to  time,  to  its  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, its  patrons  and  its  taxpayers,  something  of  the 
work  it  has  done,  its  accessions,  its  progress,  its  aims, 
or  plans  for  the  future,  and  its  needs.  To  that  end  as 
librarian  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1911,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit,  aside  from  statistics  and  finances, 
the  following : 

Guernsey  Memorial  Library  which  opened  its  doors 
to  the  public  m  September,  1902,  has  been  ever  on  the 
alert  to  bring  "  the  gospel  of  books,"  the  hunger  for 
intimate  relations  with  the  great  writers  and  thinkers 
ol  all  ages,  to  every  home  in  Norwich.  That  we  have 
been  to  some  extent  successful  is  evident  from  the  num- 
ber of  people  who  have  come  to  look  upon  the  library  as 
their  silent  school  of  learning,  their  treasure  house,  as 
a  road  to  fairyland  where  is  found  some  of  the  rarest 
pleasures  of  life. 

INCREASE. 

Each  year  we  add  to  our  equipment  many  new 
books  from  the  constantly  improved  scientific  ones,  and 
,  rom  all  lmes  of  literature.  In  our  selection  we  en- 
deavor to  maintain  a  proper  balance  and  to  meet  the 
various  demands  of  the  community.  On  our  shelves 
may  be  found  those  books  from  which  one  mav  obtain 
knowledge  for  the  improvement  of  one's  work,  inspir- 
ing books  for  the  imparting  of  wisdom  and  the 
strengthening  of  character, entertaining  books  for  one's 
pleasure  and  profit  in  the  hour  of  recreation.  One  of 
the  most  exasperating  experiences  of  the  desk  attend- 
ant is  the  constant  repetition  of  the  query,  "Have  vou 
anything  good  to  read?"  meaning  thereby,  usually, 
light  and  new  fiction. 

Our  institution  is  replete  with  books  "good  to 
read  and  books  absorbingly  interesting,  and  those 
persons  who  wanted  -  anything  good"  when  they  can 


be  persuaded,  as  occasionally  they  are  and  almost 
against  their  will,  to  carry  home  with  their  "  good" 
book  another  book  less  attractive  to  them,  are 
surprised  to  discover  upon  cursory  perusal,  and  which 
leads  to  a  deeper  reading  of  it,  that  the  books  which 
are  not  fiction  are  not  necessarily  dry  but  unusually 
instructive  and  informing,  inspiring  and  uplifting,  a 
profit  and  a  pleasure. 

The  purchases  of  the  year  have  been  general  in 
character — books  upon  many  and  various  subjects.  An 
unusual  number  of  volumes,  however,  upon  agriculture 
and  gardening  have  been  collected  and  put  in  circula- 
tion. It  is  generally  conceded  we  live  in  an  agricul- 
tural section  and  nearly  all  of  us  have  some  few  inches 
of  earth  in  which  to  dig.  These  facts  added  to  the  call 
for  literature  to  help  enrich  and  cultivate  land  prompt- 
ed the  beginning  of  purchases  in  this  direction  and  the 
use  and  circulation  of  the  books  justify  and  demand 
more  purchases  along  the  same  line.  Here,  indeed,  is  a 
practical  demonstration  of  books  put  to  use, — and  they 
are  right  "  good"  books. 

Several  needed  and  expensive  sets  of  books  have 
been  added  to  our  reference  department, —  a  Cyclo- 
pedia of  agriculture,  a  Cyclopedia  of  horticulture,  a 
Dictionary  of  architecture  and  building,  a  Dictionary 
of  music  and  musicians,  a  Cylcopedia  of  United  States 
history,  and  several  one  volume  dictionaries  of  foreign 
languages. 

REFERENCE  WORK. 

This  department  is  one  of  the  busiest  and  most  im- 
portant features  of  our  work.  All  sorts  of  people  pro- 
pose all  sorts  of  curious  and  interesting  and  heterogen- 
eous inquiries,  but  the  high  school  students  are  in  ma- 
jority among  its  users,  having  come  to  recognize  the 
value  of  more  than  text  book  information.  We  always 
try  to  supply  the  answer  to  queries  presented  so  far  as 
our  limited  collection  of  material  affords. 

A  reference  book  has  been  called  a  "  book  which  is 
to  be  consulted  for  definite  points  of  information  rather 
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than  read  through,' '  and  the  range  of  questions  or  the 
subjects  upon  which  information  is  desired  being  very 
wide  and  calling  for  immediate  answers,  the  work 
always  reminds  one  of  an  incident  of  school  days  when 
the  teacher  in  English  announced  to  her  composition 
class,  "  Your  time  is  three  minutes;  your  subject  the 
Immortality  of  the  soul!"  The  work  may  be  ex- 
pended on  a  search  as  to  "  who  was  Jeremy  Diddler" 
one  moment  and  on  "  water  meters' '  the  next,  or  to 
gather  all  possible  material  on  "  Eights  of  Eoman  cit- 
izens under  Nero"  today,  and  tomorrow  spend  every 
spare  moment  looking  to  name  the  disease  and  point 
out  the  remedy  for  your  patron's  sick  cow.  Also  by 
means  of  the  bound  flies  of  our  local  papers  many 
missing  "  twigs"  to  "  family  trees"  have  been  sup- 
plied. 

MAGAZINES. 

The  count  of  visitors  to  the  library  and  the  readers 
of  the  library's  periodicals  and  users  is  large  and  num- 
bers 8671  for  the  year  just  passed.  An  interesting  view 
i  s  our  large  reading  room  especially  on  Saturday  even- 
ings and  any  afternoon  after  school  hours,  when  the 
tables  are  surrounded  by  adults  and  children  quietly, 
pleasantly  whiling  away  an  hour  in  the  wholesome  at- 
mosphere of  books.  The  best  magazines,  76  in  num- 
ber, both  monthly  and  weekly,  and  several  newspapers 
may  be  found  on  racks  and  tables,  which  as  they  are 
replaced  by  new  issues  are  put  in  circulation,  thus 
affording  many  people  the  privilege  of  reading  other- 
wise unobtainable  periodicals. 

Incessant  solicitation  for  old  magazines  has  helped 
fill  many  gaps  in  our  files  of  periodicals  but  holes  re- 
main and  the  opportunity  for  charity  is  still  very  large. 

BULLETINS  AND  READING  LISTS. 

Bulletins  to  illustrate  the  holidays  and  the  seasons, 
with  appropriate  lists  of  books  have  been  prepared  and 
posted  in  the  room. 
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CHILDRENS'  ROOM. 


The  library,  next  to  the  school,  may  be  the  greatest 
formative  force,  outside  the  home,  in  a  child's  life.  The 
power  that  lies  in  well  directed  reading  of  books  of 
high  ideals, — the  stimulus  a  purely  written  book  gives 
to  the  mind,  is  wonderful  and  must  not  be  overlooked. 
The  teacher  and  the  librarian  ought  to  co-operate  in 
the  direction  of  such  reading  and  a  place  ought  to  be 
provided  in  which  the  child  can  feel  that  his  reading, 
his  intellectual  training  is  of  as  much  or  more  import- 
ance than  an  adults.  A  childrens'  room  is  a  component 
part  of  every  properly  constructed  and  operated 
library  and  is  to  be  an  early  departure  in  our  own. 
Here  children  will  be  enabled  to  be  by  themselves, 
properly  supervised,  among  attractive  surroundings. 
Those  who  usually  can  not  study  at  home  will  find  here 
a  pleasant  quiet  place,  with  a  small  reference  library 
to  assist  them  in  the  mastery  of  their  lessons.  ^The 
Board  of  Education  noting  the  many  possibilitis  of 
such  a  room  and  its  great  need,  are  planning  the  ar- 
rangement of  one  and  negotiations  for  same  have  just 
been  completed. 

NEW  LIBRARY  CREATED. 

The  range  of  duties  and  responsibilities  upon  those 
in  charge  of  Guernsey  Memorial  Library  has  received 
no  modification  throughout  the  year,  as  may  be  seen 
by  the  creation  of  a  new  library  of  some  700  medical 
books,  the  title  to  which  remains  in  the  Chenango 
County  Medical  Society,  though  housed  in  and  cared 
for  by  Guernsey  Memorial  Library.  The  greater  part 
of  this  library  was  purchased  at  extremely  moderate 
rates,  mere  poundage,  through  the  assistance  of  Dr. 
Joseph  D.  Bryant,  of  New  York  city,  and  makes  a  good 
substantial  nucleus  or  ground  work.  This  collection 
has  been  enriched  again  through  the  efforts  of  Dr. 
Bryant  by  a  gift  of  nearly  200  volumes  from  Dr.  Abra- 
ham Jacoby,  also  of  New  York  city.  Several  volumes 
have  also  been  given  from  the  library  of  the  late  Dr. 
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Levi  D.  Greenleaf,  of  Pharsalia,  N.  Y.  With  the  books 
from  these  sources  as  a  foundation  the  Society  is  plan- 
ning to  buy  and  are  buying  along  the  lines  of  recent 
and  new  books  on  medicine  and  some  good,  usable 
periodicals. 

CATALOGUING. 

Work  upon  the  cataloguing  of  the  Medical  Library 
as  also  upon  the  Follett  Law  Library  is  being  com- 
menced this  July,  1911,  and  it  is  quite  probable  al- 
though the  Law  Library  contains  about  10,000  volumes 
and  the  Medical  Library  over  700  volumes,  both  will  be 
finished,  or  nearly  so,  when  the  heavy  work  of  the 
library  is  again  resumed  as  colder  weather  approaches. 

LIBRARY  MEETINGS.  L 

r  -\ ' 

The  7th  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Tier  Liter- 
ry  Club  was  held  with  us  last  October.  Quoting  from 
the  report  of  the  secretary  which  appeared  in  several 
library  journals: 

' '  This  meeting  was  the  largest,  most  interesting 
and  most  helpful  which  the  club  has  ever  held  and  we 
believe  that  some  of  the  ideas  advanced  will  be  devel- 
oped during  the  coming  year  in  the  various  libraries 
in  this  district." 

A  matter  most  encouraging  and  worthy  of  notice  in 
connection  with  this  meeting  was  the  attendance  of  one 
librarian,  who,  though  in  office  for  a  term  of  several 
years,  had  never  before  been  present  at  any  meeting 
held  in  the  interest  of  library  work,  and  of  another 
librarian  whose  expenses  of  attendance  for  the  first 
time,  were  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  institution  she 
represented.  Both  representatives  were  from  small 
libraries  and  the  interest  displayed  and  the  action  of 
the  Boards  of  Trustees  of  these  libraries  is  highly 
commended  by  all  acquainted  with  the  circumstances. 

During  the  year  Guernsey  Memorial  Library  has 
been  represented  at  library  gatherings  at  Utica  and  at 
Binghamton,  at  the  state  meeting  held  at  the  Saga- 
more on  Lake  George,  and  at  the  national  meeting  at 
Pasadena,  California. 


5 


NEW  USE  OF  EECEPTION  EOOMS. 


The  state  rooms  of  the  library  aside  from  being 
used  each  year  for  the  annual  reception  given  by  the 
Junior  Class  to  the  Senior  Class  of  the  High  School, 
and  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Education,  have  also 
for  a  year  now  been  well  and  profitably  used  for  meet- 
ings of  the  local  Physicians '  Club,  and  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Chenango  County  Medical  Society. 

NOVEL  EXPERIMENT. 

A  suggestion  having  come  from  one  of  the  repre-  - 
sentatives  of  the  State  library  that  one  of  their  trav- 
eling libraries  which  are  constantly  loaned  all  over 
New  York  State  to  all  communities  applying  f6r  them, 
be  placed  on  exhibit  at  the  county  fairs  throughout  the 
State,  Guernsey  Memorial  Library  offered  to  care  for 
nnd  take  charge  of  such  an  exhibit  at  the  Chenango 
County  Fair  last  September,  and  the  library  assistant 
in  change  reported  to  the  State : 

"  I  do  not  think  that  half  a  dozen  people  came  to 
look  at  it  unsolicited.  Metaphorically  speaking,  I  had 
to  reach  out  and  gather  them  in.  Even  then  they  were 
elusive.  When  I  was  holding  forth  with  all  the  per- 
suasive  eloquence  I  could  command,  upon  the  educa- 
tional advantages  to  be  derived  from  joining  a  study 
club,  or  the  financial  advantage  which  might  accrue  to 
a  farmer  through  knowing  just  the  right  way  to  con- 
struct a  drain,  or  the  proper  fertilizer  to  use  on  a  cer- 
tain crop  (this  knowledge  to  be  obtained  by  reading 
the  books  on  agriculture  to  be  found  in  a  traveling 
library)  and  while  I  reminded  them  of  the  long  winter 
evenings  soon  to  come,  which  might  be  so  pleasantly 
and  profitably  employed  in  reading  good  books,  they 
were  gradually  getting  nearer  the  door,  through  which 
they  passed  with  evident  relief.  Why  should  thev  be 
asked  to  look  at  books — just  common  ordinary  books — 
when  the  band  was  playing  down  by  the  grandstand, 
and  the  girl  in  the  automobile  was  aroing  to  loop-the- 
loop?  Books  could  be  seen  any  day  if  one  cared  to  look 
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at  them,  but  they  did  not  intend  to  waste  their  time 
at  the  county  fair  that  way,  besides — as  one  woman 
said — she  took  the  village  newspaper  and  the  Christian 
Advocate,  and  did  one  need  to  read  more? 

Perhaps  there  were  a  dozen  persons  really  interest- 
ed. These  asked  questions  and  said  they  would  try  and 
interest  their  neighobrs  in  the  matter.  One  person 
already  belonged  to  a  study  club,  and  one  had  a  house- 
hold library.  Others  seemed  to  think  I  had  something 
to  sell,  and  said  "Yes,  they  are  nice  but  I  do  not  care 
for  any."  A  large  number  of  descriptive  pamphlets 
were  distributed  and  the  reading  of  these  may  bring 
results.' ' 

WORK  WITH  SCHOOLS. 

The  library  and  school  are  co-operating  in  every 
possible  way  to  make  the  library  of  greater  use  to 
school  children.  It  has  been  said  of  a  teacher's  duty  the 
greatest  service  she  can  render  a  child  is  to  send  it  out 
into  the  world  with  both  the  ability  and  the  desire  to 
read  books.  Children  who  read  good  books  are  get- 
ting much  more  out  of  their  school  work  than  those  who 
do  not  read  at  all,  or  what  is  far  better,  much  more  than 
those  who  read  the  bad  books.  The  very  best  supple- 
mentary reader  is  a  library  book,  and  it  is  largely  the 
teacher's  influence  which  attracts  a  child  to  the  library 
and  to  books.  When  a  child  once  becomes  an  intelli- 
gent reader  his  zone  of  enjoyment  grows  with  him  up- 
ward, and  broadens,  and  he  is  awakened  and  stimu- 
lated by  that  almost  soul,  the  answering  throb  of  mind, 
that  resides  in  books,  while  he  learns  to  respect  and 
love  and  use  them  as  he  grows.  This  subject  was 
well  brought  out  and  emphasized  with  many  practical 
illustrations  by  Superintendent  of  Schools  of  Bing- 
hamton,  J.  Edward  Banta,  before  the  Teacher's  Insti- 
tute last  autumn  under  the  subject  "  The  best  educa- 
tion, ' '  in  which  he  strongly  urged  upon  teachers  to  use 
all  influence  in  sending  pupils  to  the  library  building 
that  the  "  library  habit"  might  be  inculcated  early, 
and  he  plead  for  the  boy  and  girl  that  their  reading 
might  be  directed  along  the  lines  of  the  better  books. 
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The  work  of  teaching  students  the  practical  use  of 
books  and  the  working  tools  of  a  library  which  was  so 
well  started  through  the  hearty  co-operation  of  Miss" 
Anna  Newton,  teacher  of  English  in  1909-10,  has  been 
continued  and  greatly  increased  by  the  aid  of  Misses 
Florence  Burchard  and  Gertrude  Hicks  who  brought 
all  their  students  to  the  library  at  different  times  and 
in  small  groups  to  receive  instruction  as  to  the  ar- 
rangement and  use  of  the  card  catalog,  how  to  find 
what  books  or  subjects  are  contained  therein  and  then 
to  locate  them  upon  the  shelves  of  the  library;  also  the 
respective  value  and  uses  of  the  table  of  contents  and 
the  index  of  any  volume  and  the  use  of  books  of  refer- 
ence, dictionaries,  encyclopedias,  etc.,  and  the  indices 
of  the  reference  department  which  lead  to  magazine 
material,  and  the  general  use  the  library  can  be  to  each 
one  in  their  school  work  as  well  as  in  any  individual 
study.  In  short,  they  were  taught  to  help  themselves. 
All  explanations  were  made  as  simple  as  possible  and 
the  results  of  the  work  on  the  side  of  the  library  have 
been  "  bread  cast  upon  the  waters"  returned  with 
"gilt-edged"  butter. 

GIFTS. 

A  large  number  of  friends  of  Guernsey  Memorial 
Library  have  shown  their  interest  in  and  have  rendered 
assistance  to  our  institution  by  their  gifts.  Many  of 
these  donors  are  not  residents  of  Norwich  but  their  in- 
terest in  the  future  of  its  library  is  apparent.  Although 
thanks  and  acknowledgement  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of 
Education  has  been  expressed  from  time  to  time  to  all 
benefactors,  I  desire  and  take  this  opportunity  to  pub- 
licly express  my  appreciation  and  gratitude  to  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Hon.  George  W.  Ray,  Dr.  Joseph  D.  Bryant,  Her- 
bert N.  Casson,  Rev.  M.  L.  Ward,  Mrs.  Andrew  J. 
Beebe,  Mrs.  Alice  McMarsters,  Dr.  Anna  W.  Marquis, 
Mrs.  Horace  Breed,  Mrs.  Clarence  L.  Parker,  Mrs.  H. 
H.  Higley,  Miss  Carrie  Lathrop,  Harvard  University, 
New  York  State  Library,  Springfield  Public  Library 
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of  Massachusetts,  Norwich  Publishing  Company,  Che- 
nango Union,  Silent  Workers'  Circle,  Loyal  Workers' 
Circle,  Epworth  League,  Willing  Workers'  Circle,  Wo- 
man's Missionary  Society  of  the  First  Baptist  Church. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

While  not  mentioned  as  a  duty  of  a  library  worker, 
but  spoken  of  to  remind  its  patrons  of  the  care  and  at- 
tention the  Guernsey  Memorial  Library  property  is 
receiving,  the  Board  had  for  some  days  this  spring, 
several  experts  engaged  upon  tree  surgery — the  filling 
of  cavities  of  some  of  the  larger  and  older  trees  on  the 
library  park,  as  a  medium  of  prolonging  the  lives  of 
these  old  and  majestic  elms  and  maples.  It  is  per- 
haps too  early  to  trace  evidences  of  any  impractica- 
1  ility  of  the  treatment  or  proofs  that  the  axe  would 
have  been  the  better  alternative.  Obviously  no  signs  of 
mortality  can  be  seen,  and  on  the  other  hand,  no 
unusual  or  flourishing  growth  has  resulted  from  the 
putting  of  these  old  landmarks  in  as  healthy  a  condi- 
tion as  possible.  We  regret  the  continued  filling  and 
grading  of  the  library  grounds  has  not  been  possible 
this  year  owing  to  lack  of  funds. 

AN  APPEAL. 

The  keeping,  housing,  storing  and  handling  of  books 
is  a  serious  problem  with  us.  In  a  one  time  beautiful 
dwelling  house  or  country  mansion  we  maintain  three 
large  and  entirely  separate  libraries,  the  public,  the 
law,  and  the  medical.  The  books  are  crowded  into 
every  available  space,  stacked  in  corners,  on  the  floors, 
on  tables,  on  the  tops  of  the  cases  and  many  are  made 
in  this  way  inaccessible.  Some  of  the  books  will  have 
to  be  carried  into  the  cellar,  where,  the  place  being 
either  damp  and  musty  or  hot  and  dusty,  and  inconven- 
ient and  unsuitable,  they  will  probably  go  to  ruin.  A 
small  addition  to  the  library  structure  was  built 
in  the  autumn  of  nineteen  hundred  and  ten,  but 
when  it  is  furnished  and  made  available  for  use,  will 
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supply  space  only  for  those  books  which  are  awaiting 
circulation.  Therefore  we  do  petition  for  a  suitable, 
modern,  fireproof  building  to  facilitate  and  aid  the 
many  different  phases  of  the  work  of  maintaining  the 
library.  It  is  true  that  a  public  library  is  "  a  collection 
cf  books,"  and  44  It  is,"  said  Melvil  Dewey,  at  one  time 
Ftate  Librarian  of  New  York,  "  after  all,  not  the  few 
great  libraries  but  the  thousand  small  ones  that  may  do 
most  for  the  people,"  but  the  proper  housing  and  ar- 
ranging of  the  same  is  of  vital  importance.  A  hasty 
inspection  of  the  building,  with  the  cracked  plastering 
and  breaking  away  of  the  walls,  the  displaced  casings; 

3  bending  floors,  caused  by  the  strain  on  a  building 
not  constructed  to  hold  the  weight  of  many  thousands 
of  volumes,  will  convince  the  average  taxpayer  that 
irreparable  loss  is  gaining  headway  and  it  is  folly  to 
put  more  money  into  an  unsafe  building.  It  would 
closely  resemble  the  pouring  of  new  wine  into  old  bot- 
tles, for  with  the  present  conditions  existing,  some  dis- 
turbance might  cause  the  collapse  of  the  building,  and 
not  only  the  loss  of  the  same  but  the  far  greater  loss 
of  life  and  of  the  contents  which  can  not  be  duplicated 
for  thousands  of  dollars  and  in  many  instances  would 
be  an  irreparable  loss  as  they  could  never  be  replaced. 
A  fire  in  the  building  would  be  impossible  to  check.  We 
have  before  us  the  great  loss  sustained  by  the  burning 
of  the  New  York  State  Library  and  the  disaster  and 
calamity  it  brings  to  the  state  generally  as  a  striking 
example,  which  we  feel  with  deep  regret.  This  library, 
or  rather  these  three  libraries — public,  law  and  medi- 
cal— comprising  books  and  records  of  priceless  value, 
we  hold  in  trust  for  future  generations — and  ought  not 
we  see  to  it  that  they  are  fully  protected?  The  build- 
ing of  a  commodious,  practical  library  would  not  only 
reflect  great  honor  upon  the  public  spiritedness  of  the 
town  and  its  fine  educational  system,  but  it  would  place 
Norwich  on  the  same  plane  with  cities  in  the  advant- 
ages it  would  afford.  There  are  many  residents,  who 
have  valuable  manuscripts  and  rare  books,  which  they 
would  gladly  present,  had  we  any  place  to  keep  them 
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safely.  The  library  must  continue  its  natural  healthy 
growth,  and  this  growth  must  be  provided  for.  It  is  a 
marvel  that  we  accomplish  so  much,  with  the  meagre 
resources  at  our  command,  and  it  is  only  made  possible 
by  the  ingenuity  and  hearty  good  nature  of  the  staff. 
The  public  library,  exercising  its  influence  from  earl- 
iest childhood  to  most  advanced  age,  is  worth  to  the 
community  whatever  it  may  cost  in  its  most  improved 
form,  so  we  look  forward  with  clear  vision  to  the  sub- 
stantial realization  of  a  fit  dwelling  place  for  Nor- 
wich^ greatest  treasure — her  library. 

Miss  Mary  L.  Titcomb,  librarian  of  Washington 
County  Free  Library,  located  at  Hagerstown,  Mary- 
land, in  one  of  her  annual  reports  says: 

"  Not  long  ago  in  a  distant  city  in  the  hills,  a  con- 
course of  people  was  gathered  together  to  dedicate  a 
new  library  building.  The  speaker  of  the  day  summed 
up  the  function  of  the  library  in  these  words :  '  When 
men  lose  their  narrow-minded  confidence  that  their  per* 
sonal  views  must  necessarily  be  right;  when  they  en- 
large the  borders  of  their  minds  for  the  reception  of 
other  men's  ideas;  when  they  recognize  the  supre- 
macy of  truth  and  take  for  their  motto :  "Not  authority 
for  truth,  but  truth  for  authority when  they  become 
charitable  and  tolerant  toward  their  neighbors,  hos- 
pitable to  new  conceptions,  watchful  for  self -improve- 
ment, ready  to  sink  their  private  interest  in  the  com- 
mon good ;  then  they  become  the  material  out  of  which 
a  great  and  lasting  nation  may  be  built.  This  is  the 
use  of  books — not  to  make  scholars,  but  to  make  citi- 
zens; not  to  make  bookworms,  but  to  make  men;  not 
to  increase  the  pride  of  learning,  but  to  foster  that  fine 
humility  of  spirit  which  is  the  first  condition  to  the  ful- 
fillment of  all  wholesome  ideals  of  knowledge  and 
power. '  Let  us  see  to  it  that  this  high  ideal  and  aim  of 
the  public  library  is  ever  before  us." 

Can  we  not  see  to  it  that  Norwich  has  a  suitable 
structure  in  which  this  ' '  hierh  ideal  and  aim  of  the  pub- 
lic library"  can  be  more  fully  met?  Ought  we  to  permit 


another  year  to  pass  without  the  provision  for  a 
proper  library  building? 

For  statistics  of  the  usual  work  carried  on  by  the 
library,  its  circulation  and  finances,  permit  me  to  refer 
you  to  the  following  pages. 

I  owe  the  editors  of  our  local  papers  many  thanks 
for  the  happy  and  generous  manner  in  which  they  have 
given  the  library  their  support  by  means  of  publishing 
lists  and  articles  and  I  here  desire  to  convey  thanks; 
I  owe  the  Board  of  Education,  the  Trustees  of  the  Fol- 
lett  Memorial  (Supreme  Court)  Law  Library,  and  the 
Library  Committee  of  the  Chenango  County  Medical 
Society  Library,  thanks  for  their  encouragement  and 
trust  and  I  take  pleasure  in  here  expressing  same;  I 
owe  my  confreres  in  the  library  much  for  faithfulness, 
diligence,  courtesy  and  co-operation  and  desire  to  ack- 
nowledge my  gratitude. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

N.  LOUISE  RUCKTESHLER, 

Librarian. 
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REGISTRATION. 


Number  of  people  who  held  borrower's 
cards  June  30,  1910   2267 

Number  residents  who  took  cards  during 
the  year   250 

Number  non-residents  who  took  cards  dur- 
ing the  year    14 

Total   264 

Number  of  card  holders  registered  30th 

June,  1911    2531 

Population  of  Norwich,  1905,  7,115. 

ACCESSIONS. 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  library  30th  June, 

1910    9034 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase ....  627 
Number  of  volumes  added  by  gift   15 

Total   642 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  discarded   76 

Gain    566 

Number  of  volumes  in  library  30th  June, 

1911    9600 

Of  the  books  added  to  the  library  by  purchase  or 

gift,  34  were  for  the  children's  department. 

CIRCULATION. 

NO  OF  PER 

VOLS  CENT 

Periodicals    3236  11.97 

Non-fiction    4535  16.77 

Fiction   15648  57.85 

Lent  to  school  rooms   3628  13.41 

Total   27047  100.00 
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During  the  year  the  library  was  open  304  days ;  the 
hours  open  each  week  numbering  40 ;  the  largest  circu- 
lation in  one  day,  30th  of  August,  1910,  220 ;  the  small- 
est circluation  in  one  day,  31st  of  August,  1910,  23; 
average  daily  circulation,  89;  total  circulation  for  the 
year  30th  June,  1909,  through  30th  June,  1910,  25,924. 
The  count  of  visitors  at  the  library  for  reading  or  study 
8,671,  as  against  7,971  of  last  year. 

CIRCULATION  BY  MONTHS. 


July  1833 

August   1959 

September   2464 

October    2235 

November   2438 

December    2325 

January    2426 

February    2366 

March    2836 

April   2030 

May   2186 

June     1949 

Total  ^.27047 


FINANCES. 
The  library  received  during  the  year  $1,000.00  as 
appropriation  from  the  school  tax;  and  received  from 
endowment  fund,  $1,331.04;  and  from  housing  and  care 
for  Follett  Memorail  Law  Library,  $700.00;  and  from 
fines,  $36.00 ;  and  the  sale  of  books,  $1.37 ;  a  total  of 
$3,068.41. 

The  library  has  paid  its  librarian  and  her  one 
assistant  for  services  during  the  year,  $648.24;  for 
books,  $608.05;  for  periodicals,  $130.95;  for  binding, 
$123.69 ;  for  heat  and  light,  $227.09 ;  for  janitor  service, 
aside  from  his  house  rent,  $75.00;  for  permanent  im- 
provements (nearly  the  entire  item  of  which  is  the  en- 
largement of  the  library  building),  $885.68;  for  tree 
surgery,  $237.00;  and  for  other  expenses  (mainly  re- 
pairs upon  the  real  estate  owned  by  endowment  and 
supplies  for  the  library),  $491.23;  a  total  of  $3,426.93. 
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To  the  Honorable,  The  Board  of  Education: 

Gentlemen  :  Herewith  I  submit  a  report  of  some 
of  the  work  accomplished  and  changes  made  in  Guern- 
sey Memorial  Library  during  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1912,  and  outline  something  of  that  work  which  is 
planned  for  the  immediate  future. 

Increase.  Use.  Considering  the  lack  of  refined 
places  for  the  amusement  of  our  young  folks,  we 
are  justly  concerned  on  the  one  hand,  and  highly 
pleased  on  the  other,  that  we  have  a  delightful  environ- 
ment to  offer  them,  and  those  who  make  our  reading 
tables  their  rendezvous  are  surely  very  welcome.  New 
borrowers  to  the  number  of  281  were  added  during  the 
year,  making  2,812  subscribers  registered.  With  the 
increase  in  membership  grew  a  corresponding  gain  in 
circulation,  the  total  reaching  31,620  as  against  27,047 
of  the  year  preceding. 

Boohs.  "  The  choice  of  books  like  that  of  friends 
is  a  serious  duty  "  made  more  serious  with  us  where 
the  fund  is  small  and  requests  numerous.  We  have, 
however,  succeeded  in  adding  884  books  to  the  shelves 
of  the  workhouse,  or  storehouse.  The  supply  of  fiction 
has  been  furnished  mainly  by  means  of  a  Pay  Col- 
lection, founded  the  17th  of  October,  1911.  The  start- 
ing and  founding  of  any  new  project  is  the  really 
difficult  part  pertaining  thereto ;  once  well  established 
it  takes  care  of  itself.  For  the  overcoming  of  its  diffi- 
culties then,  we  are  indebted  to  the  Pay  Collection 
Committee, — Rev.  H.  W.  Foreman,  Mr.  R.  C.  Chapman, 
Rev.  E.  R.  Prendergast,  Mrs.  Clarence  Parker,  Mrs. 
Henry  R.  Follett  and  Miss  Sarah  Packer,  each  widely 
read,  liberal  and  discriminating,  appointed  by  you,  to 
have  charge  of  the  selection  of  the  original  collection, 
and  additions.  Demands  for  fiction  freshly  ground 
from  the  publishers'  presses  by  those  who  were  willing 
to  pay  for  the  early  privilege  led  to  the  adoption  of  the 
scheme,  long  since  successfully  tried  out  in  many  other 
libraries.  All  augmentations  are  paid  for  by  the  two- 
cent-a-day  return  on  the  original  investment.  When  a 
book  is  found  to  have  paid  for  itself  and  something 
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toward  the  purchase  price  of  another  it  is  passed  on  to 
the  free  fiction  shelves  of  the  library.  During  the  eight 
months  in  which  the  collection  has  been  in  operation 
194  volumes  were  bought  at  a  cost  of  $203.29,  and  70 
of  these  books  costing  $73.05  we  have  been  able  to 
transfer  to  the  free  list  of  Guernsey  Memorial  Library. 
The  venture  appears  a  sound  and  wholesome  one; 
healthy  criticism  only  has  been  heard  of  it. 

Reference.  If  the  study  use  of  the  library  is  its 
greatest  utility,  reference  work  should  be  our  most  use- 
ful line  of  endeavor.  High  school  pupils  outnumber 
other  users  of  this  department,  but  seekers  after  things 
musical,  religious,  political,  industrial  and  curious,  we 
direct  to  these  shelves  to  labor  successfully  or  other- 
wise as  they  find  the  tools  at  their  disposal  will  or  will 
not  offer  help.  We  are  not  unmindful  of  a  general 
tendency  towards  helping  themselves  by  means  of  the 
catalog,  department  location,  indices,  etc. 

Magazines.  The  number  4646,  representing  un- 
bound periodicals  lent  patrons  since  the  last  report 
made  is  evidence  that  "  our  people  like  to  read  maga- 
zines.' '  We  look  with  approbation  at  the  bethumbed 
and  frayed  numbers  which  must  still  serve  for  binding 
and  do  not  regret  that  many  are  trying  to  keep  in  step 
with  the  progress  of  events.  Our  reading  tables  are 
at  present  supplied  with  73  periodicals,  yet,  with  the 
Pay  Collection  in  force  we  wish  to  use  a  part  of  the 
fund  with  which  heretofore,  fiction  was  purchased,  for 
the  purchase  of  additional  and  unusually  worthy  maga- 
zines. 

School  Work.  Lists  of  supplementary  reading 
for  each  grade  and  each  class  in  the  Norwich  schools 
are  bulletined  which  assist  the  students  mater- 
ially. Eelations  between  the  library  and  the  schools 
become  more  close  each  year;  especially  is  the  influence 
of  the  teachers  and  their  co-operation  with  us  more 
apparent.  Pupils  who  began  using  the  library  when  it 
became  Guernsey  Memorial  Library  and  who  have 
made  the  acquaintance  of  its  contents  in  addition  to 
titles  of  innumerable  books,  and  have  the  liking  for 
books  so  inbred,  willingly  lend  their  knowledge  and 
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opinions  for  the  pleasure  of  their  comrades.  The  keen 
interest  shown  by  one  grade  teacher  particularly 
should  be  cited,  who  at  the  beginning  of  a  term  dis- 
tributed library  application  cards  among  her  young- 
sters, explained  the  privileges  which  could  be  obtained 
thereby  and  urged,  and  continues  to  urge  with  sugges- 
tions a  free  and  full  use  of  the  library.  The  increased 
use  by  the  pupils  of  that  grade  alone  is  proof  positive 
of  the  ready  response  given  the  ' '  teacher. ' 1  An  inter- 
est beyond  fiction  reading  and  supplementary  books 
tends  toward  the  making  of  a  better  teacher  as  well  as 
a  brighter  pupil. 

Rural  Extension.  A  poorly  developed  condi- 
dition,  a  haphazard  collection,  are  the  general  expres- 
sions applied  to  the  libraries  found  in  the  rural  or 
district  schools.  In  her  effort  to  improve  conditions  in 
these  libraries  under  her  jurisdiction  and  to  lift  the 
standard  of  liberal  education  higher,  Mary  L.  Isbell, 
Commissioner  of  the  5th  Supervisory  School  District 
of  Chenango  County,  is  lending  her  help  to  extend  the 
use  and  influence  of  this  library  beyond  the  village  and 
town  limits.  A  movement  is  planned  whereby  Guern- 
sey Memorial  Library  may  become  the  general  book 
center  of  use  and  reference  for  all  the  rural  schools 
and  outlying  districts  of  the  county  that  have  any  lean- 
ing or  inclination  for  reading  beyond  what  is  now  being 
supplied  them. 

Bulletins,  Etc.  Library  resources  are  being 
emphasized  through  the  assembling  of  correlated 
groups  of  books  on  seasonable  subjects  in  conspicuous 
places.  Lists  of  these  are  published  and  bulletined 
and  are  much  in  demand  and  considerably  used. 

Change  in  Hours  of  Opening.  For  some 
time  it  has  been  obvious  that  the  schedule  of  hours 
(Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays,  10  A.  M.  to  12 
M.  and  1  P.  M.  to  5  P.  M.,  Tuesday  and  Thursdays, 
10  A.  M.  to  12  M.,  1  P.  M,  to  5  P.  M.  and  7  P.  M. 
to  8  P.  M.,  and  Saturdays,  10  A.  M.  to  12  M.,  1  P.  M. 
to  5  P.  M.  and  7  P.  M.  to  9  P.  M.)  adopted  when  the 
library  opened  in  1902,  was  not  the  most  convenient  for 
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those  whose  literary  needs  the  library  should  try  to 
supply.  On  November  1,  1911,  the  open  hours  were 
therefore  changed,  making  a  continuous  session  every 
week  day  from  1  P.  M.  to  9  P.  M.  The  new  arrange- 
ment has  proven  very  satisfactory  and  beneficial.  Shop 
men  now  have  an  opportunity  to,  and  do  stop  on  their 
way  home  from  work  to  get  a  book ;  students  and  teach- 
ers come  in  after  school  and  remain  as  long  as  they 
desire  for  study  and  reading;  reference  work  is  given 
more  time  and  thought;  and  in  every  way,  especially 
in  increased  attendance  and  use,  the  new  schedule  is 
more  thoroughly  satisfactory. 

Use  of  Reception  Rooms.  The  use  of  the  parlors 
is  frequently  given  over  to  various  organiza- 
tions who  meet  for  educational  purposes.  Here  in  the 
month  of  June,  the  Juniors  hold  annually  their  recep- 
tion to  the  Seniors  and  the  High  School  Faculty.  The 
Norwich  Physicians '  Club,  the  Norwich  Nurses  Asso- 
ciation, the  Board  of  Almoners  of  the  Norwich  Hospi- 
tal Association,  the  Board  of  Education,  the  Chenango 
County  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis, 
and  the  Chenango  County  Medical  society  also  make 
use  of  this  central  meeting  place.  In  all  37  meetings 
were  held  during  the  year  with  an  attendance  of  573. 

Library  Meetings.  Guernsey  Memorial  Library  has 
been  represented  at  library  gatherings  at  Utica,  Bing- 
hamton  and  Cortland,  and  at  the  State  meeting  held  in 
New  York  City  the  week  of  September  25,  1911. 

Children's  Department.  There  has  been  much 
accomplished  by  way  of  innovations  and  improve- 
ments under  the  library  roof -tree  this  year.  The  juv- 
enile room,  which  was  heralded  in  our  last  report,  was 
opened  October  16,  1911.  The  old  reference  room  had 
been  overhauled  and  equipped  with  beautiful,  substan- 
tial furniture  and  in  its  new  dress  and  as  a  children's 
room,  it  presents  a  very  attractive  appearance.  In  the 
adding  of  books  to  the  shelves  special  attention  has 
been  given  to  picture  books  for  the  youngest  patrons 
and  to  boy  scout  stories.   The  Boy  Scout  organization 
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is  growing  in  Norwich  and  the  demand  for  1  'heroic* ' 
and  "  historical"  books  grows  with  it. 

Improvements.  Interior.  According  to  library 
life  and  customs,  our  library  imposed  a  fine  upon  all 
persons  who  kept  a  book  longer  than  the  allotted  time. 
Carefully  recorded  and  hoarded,  the  sum  has  at  last 
been  relinquished  as  part  payment  toward  the  new  and 
specially  designed  charging  desk.  Necessary  make- 
shifts, with  the  addition  of  new  stacks  and  wall  cases 
have  brought  some  relief  to  the  overcrowded  rooms. 
The  rearrangement  of  a  combined  reference  and  read- 
ing room  is  serving  several  purposes — it  economizes 
space,  it  allows  an  alphabetical  arrangement  of  bound 
periodicals,  it  groups  the  different  divisions  of  books 
(circulating  and  reference)  more  relatively;  it  makes 
more  convenient  and  expedites  the  work  of  those  in 
charge,  and  it  gives  as  good  a  general  supervision  of 
attendance  as  is  possible. 

Grounds.  The  grading  and  seeding  of  the  library 
park,  which  was  suspended  last  year,  due  to  lack  of 
funds,  was  again  revived  and  finished  and  we  fully 
expect  next  spring  will  find  our  lawns  among  the  most 
attractive  in  town. 

Vault.  Your  purchase  of  one  of  the  vaults  from 
the  Chenango  National  Bank  deserves  and  receives  the 
stamp  of  approval  from  every  one  familiar  with  the 
existing  tinder-box  conditions  of  the  Guernsey  Memor- 
ial Library  building.  It  has  been  re-erected  and 
securely  housed  in  a  concrete  structure  opening  into 
the  building  and  so  soon  as  its  interior  is  fitted  up,  the 
long  needed  fire  proof  receptable  for  material,  acces- 
sion books,  etc.,  will  be  supplied. 

Re- Appeal.  While  the  vault  is  generally  ack- 
nowledged a  valuable  addition  to  the  library  property 
and  a  safeguard  of  priceless  books,  the  most  pressing 
need  is  a  modern  fire-proof  building  where  the  library 
may  have  larger  and  safer  quarters.  Is  there  a  tax- 
payer in  Norwich  who  does  not  see  how  unique  a  thing 
a  public  library  is?  "  It  is  the  most  democratic,  uni- 
versal institution  ever  devised.  It  is  by  all,  for  all,  and 
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to  be  used  practically  as  each  and  everyone  may  choose. 
It  draws  no  line  of  politics,  wealth,  birth  or  education. 
All  can  learn  here,  without  rules  or  teachers,  save  as 
they  make  their  own  rules  and  choose  their  own  teach- 
ers. A  collection  of  good  books,  and  people  to  use  them, 
— what  a  university  is  this!  Nothing  that  is  human  is 
foreign  to  it.  It  holds  the  beginnings  of  every  study 
and  of  every  human  interest,  from  Greek  philosophy  to 
saving,  from  state-craft  to  dress."  Is  there  a  taxpayer 
in  Norwich  who  does  not  feel  that  the  library  should  be 
the  safest  of  places  in  every  way?  Hundreds  of  peo- 
ple come  into  it  every  day,  men  and  women,  old  and 
young,  and  little  boys  and  little  girls.  Observation 
shows  that  the  repairs  made  and  props  erected  to  bear 
the  great  weight  and  to  make  the  building  less  liable 
to  collapse,  do  not  remove  all  danger  and  the  possible 
prospect  of  irreparable  damage  by  fire,  etc.  The  sit- 
uation grows  graver  each  day  and  no  report  can  fail  to 
be  concerned  with  it.  Surely  books  which  are  worth 
many  times  many  thousands  of  dollars,  and  life,  should 
not  be  jeopardized  by  improper  and  unsafe  housing. 
You  as  business  men  would  not  invest  so  much  per- 
sonal capital  in  stock  housed  under  similar  circum- 
stances. As  the  trustees  of  this  library  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  and  a  trust,  I  respectfully  re- 
call your  attention  to  the  conditions  now  existing  which 
should  be  non-existant. 

To  conclude,  may  I  convey  to  your  honorable  board 
my  appreciation  of  the  encouragement  and  support  you 
have  always  given,  my  hope  that  the  account  of  the 
year's  work  here  recorded  may  be,  to  some  extent, 
satisfactory  to  you,  and  that  another  year  may  yield 
still  better  results.  I  also  express  my  thanks  to  those 
who  have  given  freely  of  care,  time,  courtesy,  and 
energy  in  assisting  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
library. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
N.  LOUISE  BUCKTESHLBR, 

Librarian. 
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To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Follett 
Memorial  Law  Library: 

Gentlemen:  The  task  of  getting  the  Follett 
Library  in  the  most  usable  shape,  and  of  rearranging, 
has  not  progressed  as  rapidly  as  had  been  anticipated. 
The  labor,  in  addition  to  care  and  patience,  involved 
in  the  full  preparation  of  the  card  catalog  has  been 
enormous  and  is  difficult  to  describe.  The  services  of 
an  extra  assistant  was  required.  If  our  entire  time 
could  be  devoted  to  this  work,  we  could  be  more  prompt 
in  turning  over  to  you,  and,  through  you,  to  other  inter- 
ested parties  and  the  member  of  the  Bar  of  Chenango 
County,  the  much  desired  printed  catalog.  But  the  ac- 
tivities of  Guernsey  Memorial  Library  have  caused 
many  and  long  interruptions.  We  return  to  the  work, 
however,  at  all  possible  times,  and  plan,  and  efforts 
are  being  concentrated,  to  have  the  catalog  ready  for 
the  printer  in  the  summer  or  fall  of  1913. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  LOUISE  RUCKTESHLER, 

Librarian. 


n 


Individual  Donors. 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Education,  thanks  for 
gifts,  has  been  expressed  from  time  to  time,  during  the 
year,  to  various  associations,  societies,  institutions, 
publishers,  departments  of  governments,  etc.,  and  the 
following  individuals : 

Adams,  Mr.  I.  William 
Ames,  Mr.  Clarence  F. 
Beebe,  Mrs.  Lucy  E. 
Bookwalter,  Mr.  John 
Bryant,  Dr.  Joseph  D. 
Deacon,  Mr.  Edward 
Depew,  Hon.  C.  M. 
Donaldson,  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Graves,  Rev.  Anson 
Kershaw,  Mrs.  John 
Lincoln,  Mrs.  S.  E. 
Mallory,  Mr.  Fred  L. 
Mandeville,  Mr.  Henry  K. 
Moore,  Mr.  Frank  J. 
Parker,  Mrs.  Clarence  L. 
Phelps,  Miss  Minna 
Ray,  Hon.  Geo.  W. 
Ray,  Mrs.  Geo.  W. 
Riesberg,  Prof.  F.  W. 
Skillman,  Mrs.  John  F. 
Wheeler,  Mrs.  Ernest 
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Guernsey  Memorial  Library 

REGISTRATION. 

Number  of  people  who  held  borrower's  cards  June  30, 

1911    2531 

Residents  who  took  cards  during  the  year   259 

Non-residents  who  took  cards  during  the  year   22 

Total  registered  during  the  year   281 

Total  number  of  borrower's  from  July,  1906,  to  June  30, 

1912    2812 

Population  of  Norwich,  1911,  7,115. 

ACCESSIONS. 

Number  of  volumes,  June  30,  1911    9600 

Added  by  purchase    656 

Added  by  gift   228 

Total  added   884 

Number,  of  volumes  lost  or  discarded    197 

Gain    687 

Number  of  volumes  June  30,  1912    10287 

Of  the  books  added,  110  were  for  the  children's  room. 

CIRCULATION. 

No.  of  Per 

Vols.  Cent 

Periodicals     4646  14.69 

Non-Fiction                                                                 4958  15.68 

Fiction                                                                      17786  56.25 

Lent  to  school  room                                                    4230  13.38 


Total                                                                    31620  100.00 

CIRCULATION  BY  MONTHS. 

July,  1911,    1871 

August   1923 

September    2707 

October    2636 

November    3047 

December    2929 

January,  1912    3052 
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February    2622 

March    3297 

April    2750 

May    2703 

June    2083 


31620 

During  the  year  the  library  was  open  304  days; 
hours  open  each  day,  8 ;  hours  open  each  week,  48 ;  with 
a  count  of  visitors  for  reading  and  reference,  12,881, 
a  gain  of  4210  over  the  year  preceding,  and  which  gain 
it  attributed  to  the  change  of  open  hours.  To  the  same 
cause  is  attributed  the  gain  of  circulation  of  4,573  over 
last  year. 

FINANCES. 
The  Library  received  during  the  year  from 


School  tax  $1000.00 

Endowment  fund    919.20 

FcTiett  Law  Library    700.00 

Fines    24.00 

State  aid    327.63 

Other  Sources    920.50 


Total   $3891.33 

The  library  paid  for 

Salaries  library  service   $  666.99 

Janitor  service  aside  from  house  rent   75.00 

Books    596.27 

Periodicals    146.95 

Binding    91.64 

Heat  and  Light    133.84 

Improvements    1346.61 

Other  expenses    609.41 


Total  $3666.71 
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Follett  Memorial  Library 

ACCESSIONS. 

Number  of  volumes  June  30,  1911 
Added  by  purchase  

Number  of  volumes  June  30,  1912   7791 

The  library  is  open  the  same  number  of  hours  and 
days  as  and  with  Guernsey  Memorial  Library,  during 
the  year,  and  although  a  reference  library  a  circulation 
of  52  volumes  is  recorded,  with  a  number  of  readers 
and  users  as  347. 

FINANCES. 


The  library  received  during  the  year  from 

County  tax   $  675.00 

State  aid    673.70 

Special  appropriation  (catalog,  supplies,  etc.)   309.60 


Total   $1458.30 

The  library  paid  for 

Books   $  573.70 

Guernsey  Memorial  Library,  (for  rent,  heat,  light  and 

service)   575.00 

Other  expenses    (extra  service,  catalog  supplies)   309.60 

Total  $1468.30 


7640 
151 
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GUERNSEY  MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY 

AND  THE 

■ 

FOLLETT  MEMORIAL  SUPREME 
COURT  LIBRARY 


REPORT 

BEGINNING  JULY  1,  1913 
ENDING  JUNE  30,  1914 


NORWICH,  NEW  YORK 
1914 


GUERNSEY  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 

Hon.  George  W.  Ray,  President 
William  Mason,  Clerk 
William  C,  Hartigan  R.  Curtis  Chapman 

Daniel  B.  Cushman  John  O.  Hill  Reed 

Burdette  F.  Hubbard 


FOLLETT  MEMORIAL  SUPREME  COURT 
LIBRARY 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

Hon.  George  W.  Ray,  Chairman 
Hon.  Albert  F.  Gladding  Charles  W.  Gray 

Daniel  B.  Cushman  Arthur  W.  Morse 


LIBRARY  STAFF 

N.  Louise  Ruckteshler,  Librarian 
Mrs.  Hattie  Lally  and  Miss  Marthena  Brown,  Assistants 


LIBRARY  HOURS 

1  P.  M.  to  9  P.  M.  Each  Week  Day 


To  the  Honorable,  The  Board  of  Education: 

Gentlemen:  Herewith  is  submitted  a  report  of  the 
Librarian  of  the  Guernsey  Memorial  Library  regard- 
ing the  more  important  features  in  the  work  of  that 
library  for  the  year,  1  July  1913,  to  1  July  1914. 

In  all  its  phases,  the  work  of  the  year  has  shown 
marked  advance  and  progress.  The  number  of  volumes 
has  increased  by  449 ;  circulation  by  3,560 ;  371  addi- 
tional persons  became  cardholders  and  readers;  and 
an  attendance  of  19,757  testifies  to  the  increasing  use 
of  the  reference  department  and  the  reading  room. 
More  rural  schools  borrowed  books,  and  the  call  for 
small  libraries,  institutional  or  otherwise,  throughout 
the  county  materially  increased  that  extension  work, 
while  the  close  relation  between  library  and  schools 
developed  more  closely  and  actively. 

Facts.  Prom  the  11,147  books  on  hand  when  the 
year  began,  109  were  discarded  as  worn  out  and  558 
added,  leaving  a  library  of  11,496  volumes.  From  this 
collection  there  was  a  circulation — into  the  homes  of  the 
city  of  32,860,  into  the  public  schools,  7,092,  into  the 
rural  schools  799,  into  the  five  stations  or  institutional 
libraries  236,  and  of  pictures  97,  making  a  total  circu- 
lation of  41,084.  For  detailed  statements  I  would  refer 
you  to  the  pages  at  the  back  of  this  report. 

Pay  Collection.  The  third  year  of  the  pay 

collection  has  shown  a  steady  and  increased  use.  It 
is.  especially  popular  with  business  people  who  seek 
the  newest  book  for  recreational  reading.  Circulation 
totaled  2025  books,  the  proceeds  from  which  amounted 
to  $107.88,  and  for  this  amount  140  new  books  were 
purchased.  There  was  a  gift  of  one  book.  Transfers 
to  the  free  shelves  numbered  137  books  which  had  cost 
the  collection  $122.47. 
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Rural.  In  1902,  when  the  doors  of  the  Guernsey 
homestead  opened  to  the  residents  of  Union  Free 
School  District  No.  1,  Town  of  Norwich,  it  was  not  in 
the  mind  of  anyone  that  in  1914,  28  rural  schools  over 
a  radius  of  25  miles  would  be  using  799  of  the  library's 
books  supplementally  in  the  school  room  and  in  circu- 
lating them  among  families  thereabouts.  During  the 
preceding  year  560  books  went  into  26  such  schools. 

Library    Stations    and    Distributing  Agencies. 

In  connection  with  the  extension  work  affecting  rural 
schools  came  requests  for  libraries, — small  branches  or 
stations — of  which  five  were  established  as  follows: 

In  the  home  pf  Miss  Ada  M.  Burt,  at  Guilford,  to 
be  used  by  the  neighborhood,  thus  affording  book  privi- 
leges in  addition  to  their  individual  libraries.  Miss 
Burt  was  formerly  connected  with  the  Williamsburg 
Branch  of  the  Brooklyn  Public  Library  and  keeps 
the  Guilford  station,  which  had  104  volumes  from  its 
inception  in  July  1913,  to  January  1914,  when  it  closed 
until  the  following  July,  circulating  to  a  most  gratify- 
ing extent.  She  reports  a  circulation  of  over  400. 

In  December  1913,  Mrs.  Helen  S.  K.  Wilcox,  of 
North  Norwich  took  into  her  home  and  until  the  close 
of  the  year  had  25  volumes  for  circulation  in  that  com- 
munity. 

In  March,  1914,  the  Chenango  Valley  Home  for 
Aged  Women,  at  the  corner  of  Canasawacta  and  Fair 
streets,  received  its  first  institutional  library  compris- 
ing 30  books,  and  in  May,  1914,  these  were  exchanged 
for  another  30  volume  collection. 

In  April,  1914,  another  station  was  opened  in  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Nettie  E.  Tinker  of  Tinker's  Corners, 
town  of  Plymouth,  where  up  to  the  close  of  the  library 
year,  22  books  were  sent  for  circulation. 

In  June,  1914,  the  second  institutional  library  was 
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started  at  the  County  Farm  at  Preston,  when  25  vol- 
umes were  sent  to  be  enjoyed  by  its  hundred  or  more 
inmates. 

Schools.  Our  book  fund  was  increased  $96.94 
from  the  proceeds  from  the  annual  prize  contest  in 
declamation  and  recitation  between  high  school 
students  held  in  Exhibition  Hall  of  the  high  school 
building  on  the  evening  of  May,  1914.  This  continued 
support  of  the  Norwich  schools  gives  Guernsey  Memor- 
ial Library  much  encouragement  and  incites  more  and 
increased  work  in  the  schools'  behalf. 

Exhibits.  The  interest  of  more  children  and 

many  parents  in  the  library  and  its  work  has  been 
aroused  through  the  displays  of  work  prepared  in 
school  apropos  of  the  occasional  holidays.  Miss  Har- 
riet L.  Green,  teacher  of  the  seventh  grade  in  the  high 
school  building,  not  only  is  gifted  aesthetically  but  pos- 
sesses the  ability  to  develop  skill  and  arouse  enthus- 
iasm in  the  children  she  instructs.  Her  pupils  have 
beautified  the  walls  of  the  children's  room  more  fre- 
quently than  others  with  splendid  examples  of  color 
work  at  Christmas  and  Easter  time  and  again  in  the 
early  spring. 

Three  pupils  from  Mrs.  Nellie  Johnson's  high 
school  drawing  class,  each  designed  and  executed  post- 
ers, one  for  Thanksgiving,  the  second  for  Christmas 
and  the  third  for  Washington's  birthday. 

Miss  Susie  A.  Macksey's  enthusiastic  sixth  grade 
contributed  to  the  Easter  exhibit  and  were  so  delighted 
and  encouraged  by  its  success  that  May  Day  they 
erected  a  miniature  May  pole  with  dolls  impersonating 
the  fairy  dancers  and  holding  the  vari-colored  ribbons. 
Later  in  the  month  they  sent  Maytide  greetings  in  the 
form  of  a  mammoth  bouquet  of  field  violets. 
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The  pupils  in  Miss  Grace  E.  Gustaf son's  sixth 
grade  contributed  generously  toward  the  Christmas 
display  by  trimming  and  decorating  a  tree,  all  the  gifts 
raid  decorations  of  which  were  made  by  the  children, 
and  in  almost  every  instance  taken  from  suggestions 
found  in  Guernsey  Library's  books  on  "  making- 
things  ' '  which  were  included  in  their  schoolroom  book 
collection. 

Miss  Marcia  Stewart's  sixth  grade  made  a  Thanks- 
giving poster,  also  specimens  of  color  work  appropri- 
ate for  the  autumnal  season. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Fern 's  seventh  grade  contributed  a 
poster  for  Christmas,  and  at  Easter  showed  clever 
seasonal  booklets. 

Miss  Nellie  Brossway's  sixth  grade  prepared  the 
last  poster  of  the  school  year, — for  Memorial  Day. 

Story  Hour.  The  hour  between  three  and 

four  o'clock  of  each  Saturday,  beginning  April  18, 
1914,  for  five  consecutive  weeks  became  the  children's 
story  hour  of  delight,  when  Mrs,  L.  M.  Donaldson  sat 
enthroned  among  eager  listeners  and  told  myths  and 
fairy  tales,  folk  stories  and  true  stories  which 
caused  the  childern  to  seek  daily  acquaintance  with 
them  in  books  from  the  shelves  of  the  children's  de- 
partment. The  appreciation  on  the  part  of  the  attend- 
ants was  so  keen  and  the  experiment  as  a  whole  so  com- 
pletely met  the  anticipations  of  those  interested  in  its 
inauguration  that  plans  are  under  way  to  make  a 
<(  story  hour  "  an  established  feature  of  the  library's 
work  during  the  winter  months  of  another  year. 

Use  of  the  Library.  Perhaps  no  body  of 

students  finds  it  necessary  to  use  the  library  more  fre- 
quently than  do  the  third  and  fourth  year  English 
classes  of  the  high  school.  These  classes  were  brought 
to  the  library  building  for  two  periods  each  to  receive 
simple,  implicit  instructions  and  tests  concerning  the 
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use  of  the  catalog,  indices  to  magazine  articles,  cyclo- 
pedias and  other  reference  books,  the  value  of  the 
table  of  contents  of  a  book  without  an  index  and  gen- 
eral information  as  to  the  best  ways  of  finding  subject 
matter.  Commencement  week  of  June,  1914,  held  new 
significance  to  the  members  of  the  graduating  class 
when  through  the  library  the  first  award  of  $5.00  to 
J.  Ward  Browning,  and  a  second  award  of  $2.00  lu 
Leon  W.  Ellsworth  were  made  for  the  best  and  second 
best  original  essays  on  "  How  to  Use  the  Library." 
With  English  and  history  students  constantly  using 
the  library  for  reference  and  study  purposes  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  librarian  and  her  assistants  to  assist 
everyone  in  obtaining  information.  The  instruction 
here  referred  to  proved  a  "short-cut"  which  has  saved 
many  hours  to  those  in  charge  of  the  library,  has  en- 
abled the  student  to  intelligently  accomplish  more  col- 
lateral reading,  and  has  given  system  to  what  had  been 
a  haphazard  way  of  gathering  information.  It  also 
makes  students  self-reliant. 

Use  of  the  Building.  As  in  preceding  years 

Guernsey  Memorial  Library  has  been  the  gathering 
place  for  charitable  and  literary  organizations  which 
have  had  no  other  fixed  meeting  places  during  the 
year.  The  Norwich  Nurses'  Association,  the  Almoners 
and  Directors  of  the  Norwich  Hospital,  the  local  anti- 
Tuberculosis  committee  the  local  Physicians'  Club 
and  the  Chenango  County  Medical  Society  have  met  in 
the  parlors  at  various  times.  Commencement  week  the 
junior  class  gave  their  annual  reception  to  the  seniors. 
The  use  is  confined  to  work  which  is  educational  or 
charitable. 

Where  to  Go  and  What  to  See.  What  developed 
into  a  pleasure-giving  feature  of  the  work  this  year, 
was  the  setting  aside,  in  early  summer  of  one  of  the 
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reading  tables  for  pamphlets,  guides  and  books  de- 
scriptive of  where  and  how  one  might  enjoy  one's  vaca- 
tion. The  collection  of  more  than  a  thousand  booklets 
giving  information  as  to  the  show  and  scenic  places  of 
all  parts  of  the  globe  necessitated  a  considerable  ex- 
penditure of  time  and  postage,  but  the  genuine  pleas- 
ure which  it  afforded  visitors  and  the  vacation  ideas 
which  were  carried  away  amply  justified  all  expendi- 
ture. 

Library  Meetings.      Guernsey  Memorial  Library 

has  been  represented  in  sectional,  state  and  national 
gatherings  of  library  workers  through  the  secretary- 
ship of  the  Southern  Tier  Library  Club  and  sent  two  of 
its  staff  to  that  Club's  annual  meeting  and  institute  at 
Greene  May  6  and  7,  1914;  at  the  New  York  Library 
Association  held  at  the  Sagamore  on  Lake  George  in 
September,  1913,  and  the  subsequent  service  on  its 
Rural  Extension  Committee;  and  at  the  American 
Library  Association  at  Washington  in  May,  1914,  con- 
tributing a  discussion  of  a  paper  on  4 i  The  Importance 
of  Annotations  and  Indexing  "  before  the  American 
Association  of  Law  Libraries,  an  affiliated  body  of  the 
American  Library  Association. 

Publicity.  Since,  to  many  people,  a  library 

exists  in  name  only  it  is  especially  true  that  its  benefits 
and  advantages  become  known  to  all  the  people  of  its 
community  only  through  the  presentation  of  them  in 
the  columns  of  the  local  press.  Efforts  were  made, 
therefore,  to  bring  to  the  public  a  clearer  conception 
of  its  usefulness,  its  activities,  innovations,  and  priv- 
ileges through  newspapers.  The  daily  Norwich  Sun 
and  its  semi-weekly  edition,  the  Chenango  Telegraph, 
with  a  combined  circulation  approximating  3,500,  go 
into  nearly  every  home  in  the  city  and  have  a  wide 
county  circulation.  No  week  has  passed  without  some 
Guernsey  Library  news  with  its  invariable  invitation 
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to  become  a  card-holder  and  user.  The  local  weeklies, 
the  Chenango  Union  and  the  Plain  Dealer,  and  other 
county  and  nearby  city  papers  often  reported  the  li- 
brary's activities.  In  the  two  papers  issued  by  the  Nor- 
wich Publishing  Co.  36  columns  of  copy  have  been  sup- 
plied. No  record  has  been  kept  of  the  space  accorded 
by  other  editors. 

Library  Legislation.  The  provision  of 

the  Education  Law  of  the  State  of  New  York  as 
passed  in  1914,  apportions  a  1 '  teacher's  quota  ''  to  a 
Union  Free  School  District  employing  a  librarian 
"  possessed  of  the  qualifications  prescribed  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Education."  This  is  giving  a  decided 
uplift  to  the  school  library  cause.  Our  Board  of  Ed- 
ucation has  put  itself  in  correspondence  relative  to 
such  requirements  and  it  is  promised  that  within  the 
next  library  year  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1, 
Town  of  Norwich,  and  hence  Guernsey  Memorial 
library  will  receive  this  librarian- teacher's  quota  of 
$100. 

Property.  A  library  sign  was  placed  over 

the  front  entrance  directing  attention  to  Guernsey 
Homestead  Memorial  Library.  Within  the  building 
new  and  better  lighting  arrangements  have  made  the 
rooms  more  attractive  while  a  new  display  case  for  re- 
cent accessions  and  a  new  rack  for  special  collections 
of  books  have  made  work  at  the  charging  counter  more 
convenient  for  public  and  staff. 

These  necessities  serve  emphatically  to  impress 
daily  the  need  of  a  new,  modern  and  adequate  struc- 
ture in  which  to  properly  and  adequately  administer 
the  work  of  Guernsey  Memorial  Library  which  is  grow- 
ing  each  year  and  ought  to  meet  the  increased  demands 
made  upon  it.  The  problem  of  utilizing  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage the  rapidly  decreasing  space  requires  more 
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ingenuity  and  thoughtful  planning  each  year.  The 
Guernsey  homestead  was  built  over  one  hundred  years 
ago  but  was  somewhat  enlarged  and  improved  soon 
after  the  close  of  the  Civil  War.  In  February,  1914, 
when  the  seismic  disturbance  was  felt  locally,  the  cases 
rocked  and  swayed  to  such  an  extent  that  those  who 
were  in  the  building  looked  about  for  ways  of  escape, 
thinking  the  anticipated  was  happening  and  that  the 
structure  was  giving  way  under  the  weight  of  books 
and  its  weakened  condition  from  wear  and  tear.  Later, 
the  damage  done  was  found  to  be  more  cracks  in  the 
walls  and  the  widening  of  cracks  which  existed  prior 
to  the  shake.  The  danger  from  fire  is  ever  present. 
These  conditions  and  the  Guernsey  bequest  impress 
upon  each  and  all  the  duty  in  relation  to  the  erection 
of  a  substantial  library  home  in  which  Guernsey  Mem- 
orial Library  will  be  properly  housed  and  less  handi- 
capped in  doing  the  work  which  is  peculiarly  its  to  do. 

To  you  my  grateful  appreciation  is  due  for  your  con- 
tinued help  and  support,  to  my  colaborers  my  warmest 
thanks  is  owing  for  their  unflagging  interest  in  the 
development  of  every  feature  of  the  work  and  their 
self  sacrificing  care  in  carrying  into  execution  all  mat- 
ters turned  over  to  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  LOUISE  RUCKTESHLER, 

Librarian. 
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To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Follett 
Memorial  Law  Library: 

Gentlemen:  Herewith  is  submitted  the  report  of 
the  librarian  of  the  David  L.  Follett  Memorial  (Su- 
preme Court)  Library  for  the  library  year  beginning 
July  1, 1913,  and  ending  June  30, 1914. 

Open  eight  hours  each  day  for  six  days,  of  the  week, 
and  for  fifty-two  weeks  of  the  year  with  the  exception 
of  New  Year's,  Lincoln's  birthday,  Washington's  birth- 
day, Memorial  Day,  Independence  Day,  Labor  Day, 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas,  the  same  number  of 
hours  and  days  as  and  with  Guernsey  Memorial  Li- 
brary, and  although  a  reference  collection,  a  circula- 
tion of  120  books  is  recorded  with  the  number  of  read- 
ers and  users  as  384. 

To  the  7906  volumes  with  which  the  year  began,  136 
wore  added  by  purchase  making  a  collection  of  8042 
books. 

The  two  sources  of  income  to  meet  the  running  ex- 
penses of  the  library,  including  rent — the  appropria- 
tion from  Chenango  County  of  $814.40  for  libra- 
rian, janitor,  heat  and  light  and  from  the  State  of 
$442.75  for  books  only,  making  a  total  of  $1257.15  has 
been  paid  out  as  follows :  The  customary  annual  appro- 
priation of  $700.00  made  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
was  paid  in  accordance  with  the  Education  Law  of  the 
State  of  New  York  relating  thereto  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Follett  Library  to  the  Board  of  Education 
of  Guernsey  Library  upon  the  certificate  of  the  supreme 
court  justice  of  the  6th  judicial  district  of  the  State, 
in  four  installments,  viz :  August  30,  1913,  the  sum  of 
$62.50  which  is  one-half  the  salary  of  the  librarian  of 
both  libraries  for  the  preceding  quarter ;  November  25, 
1913,  the  sum  of  $62.50  for  the  same  purpose;  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1914,  the  sum  of  $62.50  for  the  same  pur- 
pose and  the  additional  sum  of  $450.00  to  defray  Fol- 
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lett  Library  *s  expenses  for  heat,  light,  rent  and  ac- 
commodations and  equipment  and  janitor  service,  and 
on  June  10, 1914,  the  sum  of  $62.50,  one-half  the  librar- 
ian^ salary  for  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  In  Febru- 
ary 25,  1914,  the  extra  appropriation  of  $114.40  was 
paid  over  in  the  same  way  for  supplies  and  the  time  of 
the  assistant  required  during  the  year  to  aid  the  cata- 
loging work.  These  are  the  disbursements  for  the  aid 
from  the  County  of  $814.40.  The  appropriation  from 
the  State  can  be  expended  for  books  and  periodicals 
only.  The  total  amount  granted,  $442.75,  has  been  paid 
out  by  checks  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  State,  Wil- 
liam Sohmer,  made  payable  to  the  various  publishing 
houses  in  payment  for  their  bills  for  books  and  period- 
icals purchased  from  time  to  time  and  these  checks 
were  distributed  by  your  librarian  in  payment. 

I  again  impress  upon  your  attention  the  need  of  a 
printed  catalog  for  distribution  to  and  the  use  of 
both  bench  and  bar.  Such  a  catalog  should  be  on  the 
desk  of  every  attorney  in  the  county.  The  card  cata- 
log now  nearing  completion  can  be  consulted  by  a  visit 
to  the  library  only. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  LOUISE  RUCKTESHLER, 

Librarian. 
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Individual  Donors 

Our  borrowers  sometimes  become  donors  and  give 
to  the  library  specially  desirable  and  at  times  valuable 
gifts.  S.  J.  Gibson,  superintendent  of  schools,  supplied 
many  books  during  the  year,  thus  making  him  our 
most  generous  donor. 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Education  thanks  for  gifts 
has  been  expressed  from  time  to  time  to  many  associa- 
tions, societies,  institutions,  publishers,  departments  of 
governments,  etc.,  and  to  the  following  individuals..* 

Beebe,  Mrs.  Lucy  E. 
Brooks,  Mrs.  Nettie 
Brown,  Miss  Louise 
Cannon,  Mr.  Chas.  B. 
Clark,  Mr.  P.  L. 
Foote,  Miss  Margaret 
Gibson,  Prof.  S.  J. 
Greene,  Mrs.  N.  L. 
Gustafson,  Miss  Grace  E. 
Hicks,  Mrs.  John 
Johnson,  Mr.  C.  R. 
Love,  Mrs.  Harriet  B. 
Mallory,  Mr.  Fred  L. 
Parker,  Mrs.  Clarence 
Perkins,  Mr.  W.  T. 
Pomeroy,  Mrs.  Daniel 
Ray,  Hon.  Geo.  W. 
Ray,  Mrs.  Geo.  W. 
Robb,  Miss  Georgia 
Shattuck,  Miss  Myra 
Thomas,  Mrs.  George 
Van  Cleft,  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Wilbur,  Mrs,  Mary  E. 
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Registration 

Number  of  cards  in  force  June  30,  1913   3228 

New  issues,  residents   142 

New  issues,  non-residents    41 

New  issues,  children   188 

Total  new  issues    371 

Total  number  of  cards  in  force  June  30,  1914   3699 

Population,  last  census,  7,422. 

Accessions 

Volumes  on  hand  June  30,  1913    11047 

Additions  by  purchase,  adult   266 

Additions  by  gift,  adult   206 

Additions  by  purchase,  children   79 

Additions  by  gift,  children    7 

Total  additions    558 

Deductions,  adult   86 

Deductions,  children   23 

Total  deductions    109 

Increase    449 

Volumes  on  hand  June  30,  1914   11496 

Circulation 

No.  of  Per 

Vols.  Cent 

Pay                                                                   2025  4.93 

Fiction   18374  44.72 

Non-fiction                                                        8349  20.32 

Periodicals                                                         4112  10.01 

Local  Schools                                                    7092  17.26 

Rural  Schools                                                     799  1.95 

Stations  and  Distributing  Agencies                      236  .57 

Pictures  and  Clippings                                          97  .24 


Totals   41084  100.00 
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4017 
3506 
3067 
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FINANCES 


Receipts 

Balance  on  Hand  June  30,  1913  $  403.94 

School  tax    1000.00 

Guernsey  endowment    1020.00 

Follett  Law  Library,  for  rent,  heat,  light,  janitor  and  li- 
brarian service   '   700.00 

Fines    25.00 

State  aid    124.74 

Prize  speaking    96.94 

Follett  Law  Library,  extra  appropriation   114.40 

Other  sources    46.34 


Total   $3531.36 

Disbursements 

Salaries,  librarian   $  549.96 

Salaries,  two  assistants    396.00 

Janitor  service,  aside  from  house  rent  provided   75.00 

Books    413.18 

Periodicals    148.30 

Binding    138.39 

Fuel,  heat  and  light,  etc   627.41 

Improvements    439.66 

Balance  on  hand,  June  30,  1914   743.46 


Total   $3531.36 
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GUERNSEY  MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY 

AND 

FOLLETT  MEMORIAL  SUPREME 
COURT  LIBRARY 


REPORTS 

BEGINNING  JULY  1.  1914 
ENDING  JUNE,  30,  1915 


APR  8  &  im 


NORWICH,  NEW  YORK 
1915 


GUERNSEY  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 

Hon.  George  W.  Ray,  LL.  D.,  President 

William  Mason,  Clerk 

William  C.  Hartigan 

Daniel  B.  Cushman.  A.  B. 

R.  Curtis  Chapman 

John  O.  Hill  Reed 

Vacancy 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

Stanford  J.  Gibson,  A  M. 

FOLLETT  MEMORIAL  SUPREME  COURT 
LIBRARY 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

Hon.  George  W.  Ray,  LL.  D.,  Chairman 
Hon.  Albert  F.  Gladding 
Arthur  W.  Morse 
Charles  W.  Gray 
Hon.  James  P.  Hill 


LIBRARY  STAFF 

N.  Louise  Ruckteshler,  Librarian 
Mrs.  Hattie  Lally,  Assistant 
Gertrude  M.  Sullivan,  Assistant 


LIBRARY  HOURS 

1  P.  M  to  9  P.  M..  Each  Week  Day 


1ln  flDemoriam 


In  the  death  of  Burdette  F.  Hubbard,  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  Guernsey  Memorial  Library 
has  lost  one  of  its  staunch  friends  and  a  consistent  sup- 
porter of  its  policies.  The  following  resolution  of  the 
Board  of  Education  is  incorporated  in  its  entirety: 

"On  March  21,  1911,  Burdette  F.  Hubbard  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Union  Free 
School  District  No.  1,  town  of  Norwich,  and  has  been 
elected  to  that  position  twice  since.  He  has  been 
one  of  the  most  faithful  members  of  the  board  and  de- 
voted to  the  interests,  growth  and  prosperity  of  our 
schools  and  the  general  business  prosperity  of  the  city 
and  town. 

He  was  an  active,  honest,  upright,  able  and  patriotic 
citizen;  kind  in  his  dispositon  and  devoted  to  his 
family;  true  to  his  friends  and  the  general  community. 
In  his  death  the  city  and  community  and  this  Board  of 
Education  have  sustained  an  irreparable  loss. 

RESOLVED,  That  this  unanimous  expression  of  the 
Board  of  Education  be  spread  upon  the  records  of  this 
Board  of  Education  and  school  district  and  published  in 
our  local  papers,  and  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  his  bereaved 
family  who  have  our  sincere  sympathy. 

RESOLVED,  That  in  respect  to  his  memory  the  Board 
so  far  as  possible  attend  his  funeral  obsequies  in  a  body 
and  that  school  be  suspended  during  the  services. 

GEO.  W.  RAY,  President, 
WILLIAM  MASON,  Clerk. 
W.  C.  HART  IG  AN, 
D.  B.  CUSHMAN, 
JOHN  O.  HILL  REED, 
R.  CURTIS  CHAPMAN, 

Board  of  Education." 
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PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 


July  1,  1915. 

To  the  Taxpayers  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1, 
Town  of  Norwich,  N.  Y.,  and  to  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  of  the  County  of  Chenango: 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Union 
Free  School  District  No.  1,  Town  and  City  of  Norwich, 
N.  Y.,  and  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Follett  Memor- 
ial Supreme  Court  Library,  herewith  is  respectfully 
submitted  the  report  of  the  librarian  of  Guernsey  Me- 
morial Library  and  of  Follett  Memorial  Supreme 
(  Vmrt  Library  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1915. 

Reasonably  full  particulars  of  the  work  of  these 
libraries  will  be  found  under  the  appropriate  headings 
in  the  report.  A  growing  interest  is  shown  in  all 
branches  of  library  work  in  the  City  of  Norwich.  The 
library  building,  grounds  and  general  library  are  owned 
by  and  under  the  care  of  the  Board  of  Education  of 
Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  and  the  building  and 
grounds  were  the  gift  of  the  late  Jane  M.  Guernsey.  She 
also  gave  a  fund  of  approximately  $10,000  to  aid  in  the 
support  of  the  library  which  is  a  free  public  library. 
The  growth  in  library  work  in  the  City  of  Norwich 
since  the  opening  of  this  institution  in  September,  1902, 
has  been  phenomenal  as  is  demonstrated  by  the  reports 
of  the  librarian. 

Mrs.  Jane  R.  Follett  generously  gave  to  the  County 
and  State  the  large  and  valuable  law  library  of  her  de- 
ceased husband,  the  Honorable  David  L.  Follett,  and 
this  has  been  added  to  year  by  year  through  appropria- 
tions from  the  State  of  New  York, 
i  We  now  have  upwards  of  25,000  volumes  housed  in 
the  old  Guernsey  homestead  and  are  all  justly  proud 
of  the  gifts  of  the  noble  ladies  whose  names  have  been 
mentioned.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  such  a  valuable 
collection  of  books,  constantly  being  added  to,  is  not 
safely  housed  in  a  wooden  building  where  of  necessity 
fires  are  kept  going  both  night  and  day  in  cold  weather. 
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It  is  hoped  and  confidently  expected  that  the  time  is 
not  far  distant  when  the  taxpayers  of  the  growing  and 
progressive  City  of  Norwich  will  appreciate  the  danger 
of  fire  loss  and  the  necessity  for  erecting  a  suitable 
library  building  on  Guernsey  Park  which  shall  be  com 
niodious  and  fire  proof  and  in  which  these  valuable 
libraries  may  he  safe  and  properly  cared  for. 

The  law  library  is  a  county  institution  and  the 
county  to  the  extent  of  $800  aids  in  the  support  thereof 
by  annua]  appropriations  for  payment  of  librarian, 
,  aro,  heat,  Light  and  rent.  The  text  hooks  and  lTnited 
States  reports  arc  kept  np  to  date  as  are  the  reports 
of  11  of  the  principal  states  of  the  United  States  and 
the  English  reports.  Chenango  County  is  singularly 
favored  in  this  regard  as  only  four  of  the  10  counties 
in  this  judicial  district  have  a  Supreme  Court  library. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  lack  of  adequate 
space  for  library  work  hampers  the  usefulness  of  both 
institutions.  The  genera]  and  growing  interest  in 
library  work  throughout  all  civilized  nations  attests 
the  usefulness  of  well  selected  and  available  libraries. 
Our  public  library  is  reaching  out  into  many  of  the 
towns  of  the  county  and  aiding  in  the  work  of  general 
education  as  is  pointed  out  in  the  annexed  report.  It 
adds  incalculably  to  the  beneficial  work  of  our  common 
school  system  here  in  the  City  of  Norwich.  It  pays  one 
hundred  per  cent  annually  on  the  outlay  in  aiding  to 
educate  the  children,  saying  nothing  of  its  value  to  our 
genera]  readers. 

The  law  library  gives  facilities  to  lawyers  and  judges 
from  all  over  the  state  they  would  not  have  but  for  the 
existence  of  this  institution  in  our  midst. 

It  is  hoped  that  an  appreciation  of  the  good  that  has 
been  done  will  be  an  incentive  to  increased  interest  and 
outlay  in  the  business  of  EDUCATION  through  well 
directed  library  work. 

Respectful lv  submitted, 

'  GEORGE  W.  RAY, 
President  of  Board  of  Education, 
and   Chairman   of   Board  of 
Trustees. 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

July  L,  1915. 
To  the  I  Lonorable,  The  Board  of  Education  : 

Gentlemen:  I  hereby  submit  a  report  of  work  done 
by  Guernsey  Memorial  Library,  being  library  of  Union 
Free  School  District  No.  1,  Town  of  Norwich,  the  sec- 
ond youngest  city  of  the  State  of  New  York,  during  the 
fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  1914,  and  ending  Juno  30} 
1915. 

General  Survey.  At  the  close  of  each  month  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  a  statement  has  been  published  in 
the  Norwich  Sim,  of  the  main  features  of  the  month's 
work.  The  facts  thus  stated,  with  others,  are  as- 
sembled in  this  report  and  treated  in  a  more  general 
way.  The  library  now  contains  12,334  volumes  located 
on  the  second  floor  of  the  Guernsey  homestead.  Its 
cardholders  number  3,900,  a  gain  of  301  since  our  last 
report.  It  has  circulated  during-  the  year  44,224 
volumes,  an  increase  of  3,140  over  last  year,  or  11.34 
volumes  per  cardholder,  or  5.299  volumes  per  capita.  It 
lias  carried  on  the  routine  of  daily  demands  to  the  best 
of  its  ability  and  has  undertaken  whatever  additional 
w;is  possible.  Considered  broadly,  if  it  has  taken  any 
sic])  ahead  aside  from  such  advance  as  is  obvious  from 
figures,  its  extension  work,  its  work  with  children  par- 
ticularly as  to  story  hours,  its  weekly,  oftentimes  semi- 
weekly  and  occasionally  evory-day-of-the-week  local 
newspaper  publicity  and  its  vertical  hie,  all  in  their 
infancy  it  must  he  admitted,  stand  out  a  little  more 
conspicuously  than  its  other  transactions. 

Books  and  their  Ordering.  Buying  hooks  for  the  library  is 
very  similar  to  purchasing  For  members  of  one  large 
family,  every  one  of  whom  has  his  or  her  individual 
hobby  and  liking  distinctive  from  the  others.  The 
library's  family  has  more  than  4,000  members  nearly 
every  one  of  whom  at  some  time  or  other  asks  for  a 
book  not  on  our  shelves.  Those  requests  are  compiled 
and  given  preference  as  far  as  possible  when  purchases 
are  made.    As  to  the  contents  of  the  library: 


Number  of  bound  volumes  July  1,  1914 

Additions  by  purchase,  adult  

Additions  by  gift,  adult  

Additions  by  purchase,  children   


11,496 


739 
240 
43 


Total  additions   

Lost  or  withdrawn,  aduH  . 
Lost  or  withdrawn,  children 


1022 
147 
37 


Total  lost  or  withdrawn 

Increase   


184 


838 


Total  number  of  volumes  June  30,  1915 


12,334 


A  Glimpse  in  the  Work  Room.  When  the  books,  which  have 
been  carefully  selected  from  the  best  lists  available  and 
purchased  in  accordance  with  the  demands  of  readers 
and  municipality,  arrive  at  the  library  some  time  neces 
sarily  elapses  before  they  are  ready  for  circulation. 
The  lists  axe  checked  and  each  book  collated,  that  is, 
inspected  page  by  page  for  imperfections  which  are 
frequently  found,  whereupon  the  book  is  returned  to 
the  source  from  whence  it  came  and  a  perfect  copy  de 
i nanded.  Cataloging  requires  the  preparation  of  at 
least  three  cards  of  record  and  as  many  more  as  the 
individual  book  requires.  Plating,  pocketing,  stamp- 
ing, numbering  and  shellacing  of  new  books  together 
with  the  work  attendant  upon  the  withdrawal  or  dis- 
carding of  old  books,  consumes  a  large  portion  of  one 
assistant's  work  days  the  year  round. 

Circulation  and  Reference  Work.  The  chief  point  of 
supply  between  the  library  and  the  all  engrossing 
wants  of  its  readers  is  the  circulating  desk.  Time  was 
when  the  desk  attendant  could  spend  part  of  her  time 
doing  work  room  tasks  but  all  her  attention  and  part 
of  that  of  a  second  attendant  is  now  constantly  cen- 
tered on  circulation  and  reference  work.  Compara- 
tively few  readers  choose  their  own  books  without  the 
guiding  suggestion  of  the  person  at  the  desk  and  while 
some  users  know  just  how  to  proceed  to  find  material 
on  the  subjects  they  are  investigating  it  is  rare  that 


8 


the  assistance  of  the  attendant  is  not  sought  when  an 
exhaustive  study  of  a  subject  is  under  way. 

Prom  this  desk  22,050  people  have  been  recorded  as 
spending  considerable  time  at  reference  work  or  at  the 
reading  tables.  This  is,  as  it  implies,  serious  reading 
and  study,  i.  e.,  one  habitue  seeks  what  is  available  as 
to  prison  life  during  the  Civil  War;  another  devours  all 
material  relative  to  the  Sahara  Desert. 

From  this  desk  also  the  following  are  recorded  to 
have  been  circulated: 

Vols.     Per  Cent 


Fiction   20,144  45.55 

Non  Fiction   8,049  18.20 

Pay  Books    2,208  4.99 

Periodicals   4,403  9.96 

Local  Schools    7,791  17.62 

Rural  Schools    927  2.10 

Stations  and  Distributing  Agencies . .  489  1.10 

Pic+ures  and  Clippings    213  .48 


Total    44,224  .00.00 


Registration.  The  City  of  Norwich  has  many  or- 
ganizations, entertainments  and  attractions  to  dull  the 
cares  of  the  tired  husiness  man  and  the  members  of  his 
household  yet  nearly  half  its  citizens  find  time  to 
read  more  than  the  daily  papers  for  there  are  3,900 
cardholders,  30]  of  whom  began  to  exercise  their 
library  privileges  this  year  and  a  large  percentage  of 
these  visit  the  library  at  least  once  a  month.  The  reg- 
istration maybe  stated  more  in  detail: 


Number  of  cardholders  June  30,  1914    3,599 

New  issues,  adult  residents   153 

New  issues,  children  residents  123 

New  issues,  non  residents    25 

Total  new  issues   301 


Total  number  of  cardholders  June  30,  1915 
Population  last  census,  8,345. 
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3,900 


Children's  Department.  The  work  for  and  with  tho 
children  stands  out  pleasantly  From  the  routine  of  the 
twelve  months.  Where  a  child's  pleasure  is  there  will 
his  mind  be  also  and  there  will  he  spend  his  time. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  the  leisure  hours  which  man} 
boys  and  girls  have  spent  in  the  library  have  been 


TWENTY-SIX  EAGER  LISTENERS  TO  I  VAN  HOE 


pleasant  and  formative.  There  is  always  after  school 
hours  a  subdued  hum  of  happy  activity  in  the  chil- 
dren's room.  Of  the  circulation  from  the  circulating 
desk  direct  to  the  child,  4,291  volumes  of  non  fiction 
and  6,037  volumes  of  fiction,  a  total  of  10,328  volumes 
is  reported. 

A  drawing  magnet  for  the  children  has  been  the  story 
hour  which  was  tried  out  on  four  Saturday  afternoons 
beginning  April  18,  1914.  October  31,  1914,  the  hour 
was  resumed  and  until  May  1,  1915,  these  were 
held  with  a  growing  sense  of  the  awakening  of  real  in- 
terest and  the  accomplishment  of  lasting  benefit  to  the 
little  folks  who  have  come  in  large  numbers  and  lis- 
tened eager  and  all-attention.  Stories  were  adapted 
to  the  listeners,  many  of  whom  found  the  stories  en- 
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chantingly  told  in  the  parlor  equally  thrilling  when 
read  from  a  much  betlmmbed  book  in  the  Children's 
Department  and  the  call  for  hooks  suggested  by  the 
story  hours  has  become  very noticable.  In  this  connec- 
tion teachers  in  the  public  schools  should  receive  then 
share  of  tribute  for  the  aid  they  have  rendered  in  stini 
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ulating  or  leading  the  child  who  might  have  spent  his 
hour  in  making  and  throwing  snow  balls,  to  attendance 
on  the  story  hour  and  listening  to  the  myths  and  clas- 
sics. The  attendance  at  the  23  hours  was  1,293,  Mrs. 
L.  M.  Donaldson  telling  the  stories  to  the  2nd,  3rd  and 
4th  grades,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Eaton  relating  them  to  the  5th, 
6th  and  7th  and  8-1  grades,  and  Miss  Marcia  Stewart, 
in  the  absence  of  Mrs.  Eaton,  reading  at  one  7th  and 
8-1  grade  hour  and  reciting  to  one  5th  grade. 
The  list  of  stories  told  is : 

Date  Grade  Stories 

31  Oct.  1914    3rd       True  Story  of  Revolutionary  Days 
Golden  Cups,  (English  legend). 
Why  the  Evergreen  Trees  Never 
Lose  Their  Leaves,  (Celtic  myth). 


II 


Hans  and  the  Wonderful  Flower, 
(Legend  of  the  Rhine). 

Bell  of  Justice,  (Italian  story  from 
Longfellow). 

How  the  Robin's  Breast  Became 
Red,  (Nature  myth). 

Jaek-O'-Lantern  Story  (Original). 

7  Nov.  2nd       Same,     except  Jack-O'-Lantern 

story  omitted. 

14  Nov.  4th  Same. 

21  Nov.  5th      Castles  and  Knights  of  the  Middle 

Ages,  accompanied  by  ^lustra- 
tions of  the  Abbey  pictures  in 
the  Boston  Public  Library. 

Tales  of  King  Arthur  and  His 
Knights — Round  Table,  Gaining 
of  the  Sword. 

The  Tournaments. 

Quests  for  the  Holy  Grail. 

Vision  of  Sir  Launfal. 

28  Nov.  3rd      Origin     of  Thanksgiving, 

Two  Thanksgiving  Stories. 
Legend  of  the  Big  Dipper. 
Water  Lily,  (Indian  myth). 
Wonderful    Weaver,    (Old  Greek 
myth) . 

Brave  Boy  of  the  Dyke,  (True  Hol- 
land story). 

5  Dec.  6th      Castles  and  Knights  of  the  Middle 

Ages. 
Feudal  System. 

Tales  of  King  Arthur  and  His 
Knights. — Round  Table,  Gaining 
of  the  Sword. 

Quests  for  the  Holy  Grail.  (Pic- 
tures were  displayed). 

12  Dec.  2nd      Christmas    Bells,    (Italian  Folk 

tale). 

Stranger  Child,  (Legend). 
Christmas  Rose,  (Old  legend). 
Wooden   Shoes   of   Little  Wolff, 
(Northland  story). 
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Little  Picola,  (French  Folk  tale). 
Pine  Tree,  (Anderson). 
Christmas    Cookoo,  (Scandinavian 
story). 

19  Dec.  7th  and  The      Other    Wise    Man,  (Van 

8-1.         Dyke) . 
9  Jan.  1915  5th      Merchant  of    Venice,    (with  pic- 
tures). 

16  Jan.  4th      Nathaniel  Hawthorne. 

Great  Stone  Face,  (Hawthorne). 
Golden  Fleece,  (Hawthorne). 
Minotaur,  (Hawthorne), 
Paradise   of   Children,  (Pandora's 
Box.   Accompanied  hy  pictures). 
23  Jan.  6th      Same  as  January  9. 

30  Jan.  3rd      Same  as  January  16. 

6  Feb.  7th  and  Same  as  January  9. 

8-1. 

13  Feh.  2nd      Abraham  Lincoln. 

George  Washington. 

20  Feb.  4th      Same  as  Feb.  13. 

27  Feb.  3rd      Sprite  of  the  Mill,  (Story  of  Hol- 

land). 

Story  of  Oli,  (Desert  Sahara). 

Why  the  Scots  Love  the  Thistles, 
(Story  of  Scotland). 

Wilhelm  Tell,  (Story  of  Switzer- 
land). 

Canova,  the  Boy  Sculptor,  (Story 

of  Italy). 
Damon   and    Pythias,    (Story  of 

Greece). 

Cincinnati^  Who  Ruled  Rome  16 
Days. 

Czar  and  Angel,  (Cossack  legend). 
King  Khan  and  His  Hawk,  (Per- 
sian story). 
6  March       2nd     Same  as  February  27. 
13  March       4th     Six  Robin  Hood  Stories. 
20  March       5th     Greece  and  Olympus. 

Gods  and  Goddesses. 
The    Golden    Fleece.  (Old  Greek 
stories). 
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27  March       3rd     Leif  Ericson. 

Little  Pueblo,  (New  Mexico  story). 
Leaping  Wolf,  (Iroquois  story). 
Two  Little  Girls  of  1812. 
Virginia  Dare,  (Colonial  story). 
The  Boy  in  Blue,  (Civil  War  story). 
The  Boy  in  Grey,  (Civil  War  story). 

17  April       6th       Peter  Pan. 

Wilhelm  Tell. 

24  April       7th  and  Ivanhoe. 
8-1. 

I  May       4th       Jupiter  and  His  Company. 

Golden  Age. 

Prometheus  and  Epimetheus, 
Io. 

Athena. 

Stories  of  the  Stars— Bears,  Dip- 
per, Scorpion. 
Story  of  the  Wind. 
Story  of  the  Wind — Bringer,  Hermes. 
Naming  of  Athens. 
Daedalus,  (a!l  old  Greek  stories). 

Work  with  Schools.  hi  many  other  ways  the  public 
school  teachers,  with  knowledge  that  the  adult  educa- 
tion of  the  child  is  largely  dependent  upon  the  habits 
inculcated  by  way  of  browsing  in  and  using  libraries 
and  books,  have  directed  and  arc  directing  the  attention 
of  pupils  to  Guernsey  Memorial  Library  and  the  uses 
and  purposes  that  should  he  made  of  its  hooks  and 
periodicals.  The  supplementary  reading  case  For  the 
grades  seems  always  to  have  a  'Mean  and  hungry 
look"  while  schools  are  in  session.  From  the  shelves 
and  tables  holding  the  supplementary  texts  etc.  for 
Miss  Thompson's,  Mrs.  Johnson's,  Miss  Kirby's  and 
Miss  Burchard's  English  and  history  classes  comes  a 
subdued  hum  showing  many  students  at  work  similar  to 
that  which  is  heard  from  the  children's  department  be- 
fore and  after  school  hours.. 

Posters,  friezes,  drawings,  wrater  colors,  Christ- 
mas gifts  as  taught  to  the  kindergartners,  mural  dec- 
orations, illustrative  specimens  of  manual  training  and 
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domestic  science,  a  decorated  and  gift  laden  Christmas 
tree,  and  a  fruit  filled  May  basket,  constitute  the  exhib- 
its prepared  by  the  grades  of  Miss  Green,  Miss  Bross 
way,  Mrs.  Loomis,  Miss  Skillman,  Miss  Devine,  Miss 
Lanpher,  Miss  Wood,  Mrs.  Cooley,  Mrs.  King  and  Mrs. 
Wilcox. 

Others  matters  in  relation  to  the  coworking  of 
school  and  library  are  more  particularly  set  forth  in 
the  space  accorded  the  library  in  the  "Catalog  of  the 
Norwich  Public  Schools,  L915-1916." 

I  cannot  forbear  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  hav- 
ing hooks  is  of  little  importance  when  compared  with 
both  having  them  and  knowing  how  to  use  them  and 
readily  find  the  stores  of  knowledge  therein  contained, 
tlence  teachers  and  librarian  should  unite  in  this  work 
which  will  make  children  confident  and  self  reliant  and 
cheerful  in  using  the  libra ry. 

Italian  School.  The  recently  compiled  census  shows 
there  arc  426  aliens  in  this  city  many  of  whom 
will  undoubtedly  apply  for  naturalization  papers.  To 
aid  those  aliens  most  of  whom  are  members  of  the 
Sons  of  Italy  to  become  American  citizens  a  night 
school  was  established  by  its  leaders  in  the  spring  of 
1915  in  Ward  School  No.  1,  in  aid  of  which  your 
Library  was  able  to  furnish  books,  helps  and  supplies 
of  various  kinds. 

Legislation.  Being  library  of  Union  Free  School 
District  No.  1,  Town  of  Norwich,  N.  Y.,  Guernsey  Me- 
morial Library  has  received  from  the  State  Education 
Department  its  first  teacher's  quota  of  $100.00  made 
available  under  section  1135a  of  Chapter  51  of  the  Laws 
of  1914,  which  provides  that  to  a  union  free  school 
district,  maintaining  an  academic  department  or  high 
school  and  employing  a  librarian  "possessed  of  the 
qualifications  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Edu- 
cation" shall  be  apportioned  a  teacher's  quota  on  ac- 
count of  the  employment  of  such  librarian. 

Pay  Collection.  The  circulation  from  the  pay  collec- 
tion was  2,208,  slightly  above  that  of  the  previous 
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year,  and  which  circulation  yielded  $127.81  with  whieii 
153  new  volumes  were  purchased. 

Vertical  Files.  The  addition  to  the  library 's  equip- 
ment comprises  a  vertical  file,  material  tor  which 
Las  been  accumulating  for  some  years.  The  two  sections 
of  drawers  contain  folders  standing'  upright  and  ar- 
ranged alphabetically  by  subjects  and  into  these  are 
being  dropped  all  pictures,  clippings,  leaflets,  broch- 
ures and  the  vast  amount  of  material  gleaned  from 
newspapers  and  magazines  as  well  as  present  day  cir- 
culars and  publications  of  various  organizations  and 
societies.  The  file  is  usable  and  being  used  but  it  may 
be  said  it  is  only  in  its  beginning,  growing  daily  in 
use  and  in  size.  There  were  213  circulations  therefrom 
during  the  past  year.  It  is  in  such  form  that  material 
of  ephemeral  and  temporary  use  will  be  readily  with- 
drawn. It  is  like  the  card  catalog  in  that  it  will  be 
constantly  undergoing  change — new  material  going  in 
and  superseded  or  useless  material  going  out. 

Library  Stations  and  Distributing  Agencies  It  may 

be  because  this  library  is  located  in  the  county  seat 
toward  and  from  which  all  roads  lead,  or,  it 
may  be  natural  that  the  extension  policy  developes 
a  little  more  each  year.  Of  the  five  agencies  which  had 
been  opened  and  served  during  the  year  immediately 
]) receding  this,  the  institutional  library  at  the  County 
!  arm  has  been  discontinued,  thus  leaving  in  operation 
the  pioneer  station  in  the  home  of  Miss  Ada  M.  Burl 
in  Guilford  which  has  become  the  reading  center  of  that 
village,  the  Galena  station  in  the  town  of  North  Nor- 
wich in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Helen  S.  K.  Wilcox,  the  Tink- 
er's Corners  station  in  the  town  of  Plymouth  in  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Nettie  E.  Tinker,  and  the  institutional 
library  in  the  Chenango  Valley  Home. 
The  new  centers  we  have  to  report  are : 
A  Sherburne  Four  Corners  home  into  which  a  bonk 
collection  went  in  September  1914. 

On  October  29,  two  more  agencies  opened,  one  at 
Shumway  Hill  in  the  town  of  Guilford,  and  the  other 
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in  the  Montgomery  store  in  the  town  of  Plymouth.  IVlrs. 
Montgomery  its  caretaker,  writes  of  it: 

"The  books  are  giving  pleasure  to  the  readers  and  fill 
a  long  felt  need.  *  *  *  There  are  a  few  who  enjoy  biog- 
raphy, travel,  history,  etc.,  but  the  majority  call  for 
only  fiction. 

"1  think  it  is  fine  that  they  have  this  opportunity  and 
I  believe  sonic  spend  a  little  more  time  at  home  with 
the  hooks  than  they  mighl  otherwise/' 

Thus  with  the  one  agency  discontinued  Hie  live 
have  grown  to  seven  into  which  489  hooks  have  been 
sent  as  shown  in  the  table  appended  hereto.  No  record 
o!'  circulation  has  been  requested  by  Guernsey  Library 
hut  the  stamps  and  charges  evidence  a  marked  and  an 
unusually  good  circulation  in  the  communities  they 
serve.  There  are  indications  that  oilier  stations  will 
open  at  Rockdale,  East  Guilford  and  perhaps  Smyrna. 
There  were  loaned  to  the  several  agencies  the  following 


volumes : 

Guilford  station    194  Vols 

North  Norwich  station    47 

Tinker's  Corners  station    57  ** 

Chenango  Valley  Home  (institution)    61 

Sherburne  Four  Corners  station    28 

Shumway  Hill  station   16 

Plymouth  station    86 

Total   489 


The  District  Superintendent  of  Schools  of  the  5th 
Supervisory  District  of  Chenango  County,  Miss  Mary 
L.  Isbell,  in  her  report  to  the  State  Education  Depart- 
ment as  to  rural  school  libraries,  said: 

"Only  one  school  in  the  district  is  without  a  library 
as  the  annual  report  shows  that  there  are  42  libraries 
in  use  which  have  a  total  of  8,867  books.  Two  schools 
have  libraries  of  less  than  50  volumes,  nine  have  be- 
tween 50  and  100  volumes;  20  school  libraries  contain 
between  100  and  200;  eight  have  between  200  and  500; 
one  has  between  500  and  a  thousand  and  two  have  more 
than  1,000  books  on  their  shelves.  *  *  *  The  teachers 


1 8 


in  many  of  these  schools  augment  the  books  at  hand 
with  supplementary  reading  books  and  aids  from  the 
Guernsey  Memorial  Library  in  this  city,  the  teachers 
drawing  them  on  teacher's  cards  when  they  are  here 
for  conferences  or  having  the  books  brought  to  them 
by  Miss  Isbell  or  by  some  other  means." 

For  the  pas1  three  years  rural  schools  have  been 
borrowing  hooks  from  Guernsey  Library  for  use  by 
-pupil,  teacher  and  parent  on  an  increasing  scale  each 
year  as  is  here  cited  : 

In  1912-1913    26  schools  drew    560  books 
In  1913-1914    28       "  "      799  " 

In  1914-1915    41       "  "      927  " 

Publicity.  Publishers  and  printers  from  coast  to 
const  have  reiterated  so  frequently,  ingeniously  and 
persistently  thai  41  it  pays  to  advertise "  thai  Emerson 's 
mouse  trap  quotation  is  almost  forgotten  by  the  man 
who  makes  a  thing  a  little  better  than  his  fellows  and 
popularizes  it  through  the  newspaper  medium.  Schools, 
long  since,  have  extolled  their  merits  in  the  advertise- 
ment sections  of  magazines  and  now  send  weekly  news 
letters  to  papers  in  the  cities  from  whence  they  hope 
to  attract  students.  Churches  even  have  begun  to  ad- 
vertise their  peculiar  attractions  and  it  has  become  the 
duty  of  librarians  to  take  up  publicity  work  and  cry 
the  library's  wares  to  the  end  that  a  larger  "reading" 
public  be  obtained.  Items  of  Guernsey  Memorial  Li- 
brary news  trenchantly  offering  the  uses  of  its  books 
and  privileges  under  such  captions  as  "Some  Useful 
Books  For  Vocational  Guidance/'  "Town  Exhibit  Day 
For  Norwich  in  Guernsey  Library,"  "Extended  Scope 
of  Libraries  Tor  Schools,"  "Branch  Library  at 
Plymouth,"  "Waymarks  to  Reading,"  "Uses  of 
Library's  income,"  "New  Books  on  Birds,"  "Excel- 
lent Maps,"  "Many  Enjoy  the  Children's  Hour," 
"Sixth  Grade  Pupils  Hung  May  Basket  at  the 
Library,"  "Unique  Gift  for  Guernsey  Library  by 
diaries  K.  Johnson,"  have  tilled  56  columns  in  the 
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Norwich  Sun  this  past  year.  Other  local  papers,  The 
[Jtica  Saturday  Globe,  Chenango  Union,  Semi-Weekly 
Telegraph  and  Farm  Bureau  News  have  given  consid- 
erable space. 

The  frontispiece  of  this  report  bears  a  reproduc- 
tion of  neatly  framed  cards  which  have  been  hung  con- 
spicuously in  84  of  the  more  frequented  buildings  in 
'die  city. 

Use  of  Buildings.  The  parlors  of  the  library  have 
been  used  for  16  meetings  by  the  Norwich  Nurses  As- 
sociation, one  meeting  by  the  Chenango  County  Medical 
Society,  11  meetings  by  the  Almoners  of  the  Norwich 
Hospital  or  a  committee  thereof,  2  meetings  by  the 
Ladies  Village  Improvement  Association,  2  meetings  by 
District  Superintendent  of  Schools  Isbell  and  her  corps 
of  teachers,  and  Supt.  IsbelPs  Town  Day  for  the  Town 
of  Norwich,  one  meeting  by  "District  Superintendent  of 
Schools  Baldwin  and  her  corps  of  teachers,  one  meet- 
ing by  County  Anti- Tuberculosis  Committee,  reunions 
of  the  classed  of  1905,  1011  and  1913,  Norwich  High 
School,  and  the  annual  reception  by  the  juniors  to  the 
seniors  during  Commencement  week. 

Finance.  We  are  often  asked,  "how  is  the  library 
maintained  ?"  The  answer  is,  by  an  animal  school  tax 
of  $1 ,000,  in  addition  to  the  Guernsey  endowment.  One 
oilier  avenue  of  financial  aid,  toward  the  text  book  fund, 
lias  been  the  receipt  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Annual 
Prize  Speaking  contest  which  has  been  so  contributed 
for  the  3  years  last  past.  In  1902,  when  the  library 
opened,  tlie  school  tax  apportionment  for  the  library 
was  $500.  This  proved  insufficient  and  in  1904-  that 
sum  was  raised  to  $700.  This  also  was  inade- 
quate and  hence  in  1906,  another  increase  was  made 
to  $1,000.  Since  that  time  we  have  grown  in  books  and 
business,  in  staff  and  in  service.  The  total  expense  of 
operation,  however,  continues  about  the  same,  per- 
mitting' some  expenditure  each  year  in  needed  improve- 
ments or  facilities. 
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The  financial  report  is : 

Receipts  From 

Unexpended  balance  from  previous  year  743.46 


School  Tax    1000.00 

State  Aid   250.0(5 

Endowment  funds    1051.25 

Fines,  etc   43.00 

Gifts— Prize  Speaking   49.23 

Follett  Library,  for  rent,  heat,  light,  librarian 

and  janitor  service   800.00 

Other  sources   3.94 


Total  $3940.94 

Payments  For 

Books   $  528.20 

Periodicals    143.80 

Binding    79.46 

Salaries,  librarian    549.96 

Salaries,  assistants   421.80 

Salaries,  janitor,  his  house  rent  and   75.00 

Heat  and  light   232.98 

Permanent  improvements    144.35 

Other  expenses    713.90 


Total   $2889.45 


Food  for  Thought.  TTp  to  this  point  the  more  prom- 
inent activities  only  of  our  work  have  been  emphasized. 
They  do  not  represent  all  thing's  done  during  the  past 
year,  and  cannot  represent  what  might  have  been  done. 
The  staff,  several  additional  workers  without  recom- 
pense and  the  Board  of  Education  have  given  freely 
of  time  and  ability  to  the  end  that  Guernsey  Memorial 
Library  might  become  the  intellectual  center  of  the 
city.  The  service  it  should  be  rendering  however,  is 
hampered  in  many  ways.  Tts  lack  of  facilities,  its  bad 
ventilation  in  that  it  seems  not  to  be  ventilated  at  all, 
poor  lighting,  its  liability  to  collapse,  its  fire  danger, 
all  these  have  been  amplified  and  pertinently  illustrat- 
ed in  previous  reports,  and  can  but  be  reiterated.  The 
need  for  a  practical  library  building  is  evidenl  to  every 
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one  who  has  eyes  to  see  and  uses  them  upon  the  libra  ry. 
That  nothing  is  being  done  to  replace  the  present 
homestead  structure,  that  no  fund  is  being  acquired 
toward  that  end,  but  points  to  the  incomparable  oppor- 
tunity presented  to  some  one  or  more  individuals  or 
organizations  or  to  the  municipality  to  make  real  tin' 
vision  of  a  fire  proof  building  on  Guernsey  Park,  ample 
enough  to  house  properly  not  only  its  hooks  but  those 
interests  and  activities  towards  civic  and  social  better 
menl  which  must  center  in  and  bo  worked  out  through 
the  library. 

Your  librarian  is  pleased  to  record  her  apprecia- 
tion of  loyal  support  by  the  Board  of  Education  and  of 
loyal  and  efficient  service  by  her  coworkers. 

Respecl  fully  submitted, 
\.  LOUISE  RUCKTESHLEE, 
Librarian. 
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Librarian's  Report. 


July  1,  1915. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  ETollett 
Memorial  Supreme  Court  Library : 

Gentlemen:  I  hereby  submit  a  report  of  work  done 
by  Pollett  Memorial  Supreme  Court  Library,  a  Jaw 
library  of  the  6th  judicial  district  of  the  State  of  New 
York;  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  1914,  and 
ending  June  30,  1915. 

It  has  been  open  8  hours  each  day  for  304  days  of 
the  year  and  has  a  home  circulation  of  118  books  al- 
though established  as  a  reference  library  only.  The 
users  for  reading  and  study  purposes  numbered  32.1. 

The  library  had  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  8,012 
volumes.  To  these  150  were  added  by  purchase  making 
a  total  of  8,192  volumes. 

The  two  sources  of  income  remain  the  same,  the 
Slate  aid  through  acts  passed  by  the  Legislature  each 
year  paying  for  the  books  and  periodicals  and  Gh* 
Eango  County  through  vote  by  its  Board  of  Supervis- 
ors defraying  all  other  expenses.  On  November  24, 1914, 
your  librarian  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  ap- 
pea  red  before  the  Board  of  Supervisors  at  the  request 
of  that  board  to  explain  the  work  of  the  library,  its 
catalog  etc.,  and  the  necessity  for  the  slightly  addi 
tional  appropriation  above  the  heretofore  $700  annua  i 
appropriation.  On  Thanksgiving  Day  Hon.  George  W. 
Kay,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  appeared  be- 
fore the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  behalf  of  Follett 
Library's  appropriation.  A  few  days  later  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  voted  to  increase  the  annual  appropria- 
tion from  $700  to  $800  and  voted  also  to  allow  a  nec- 
essary rebinding  of  171  law  books  at  a  cost  of  $111.15, 
or  65  cents  per  volume. 

The  receipts  and  payments  for  the  library  follow: 
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Receipts  From 

County  taxation,  annual  appropriation  $  800.00 

County  taxation,  rebinding  of  books   111.15 

State  aid    625.25 


Total   $  1536.40 


Payments  For 


Books   $  586.25 

Periodicals    39.00 

Binding  171  volumes    111.15 

Rent,  heat,  light,  librarian  and  janitor  service, 

paid  to  Guernsey  Memorial  Library    800.00 


Total  $1536.40 

The  need  of  a  printed  catalog  of  the  Law  Library 
for  the  convenience  of  lawyers  and  judges  is  more 
pressing  and  apparent  than  ever.  It  is  hoped  the  fi- 
nances of  the  state  will  some  day  permit  an  appropria- 
tion for  this  purpose. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  LOUISE  RIJCKTESHLER, 

Librarian. 
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Givers. 

This  year  the  list  of  individuals  who  have  shared 
their  books  and  magazine  purchases  with  Guernsey 
Memorial  Library  is  longer  than  that  of  1914.  In  the 
list  appended  hereto  are  many  old  friends  as  well 
as  new  contributors  to  our  reading  room  resources. 
Lack  of  space  does  not  permit  inclusion  of  asso- 
ciations, institutions,  publishers,  departments  of 
governments  etc  : 

Beebe,  Mrs.  Lucy  E. 

Bennett,  Mrs.  Charles  K. 

Brown,  Miss  Louise 

Clark,  Mr.  P.  L. 

Donaldson,  Mr.  L.  M. 

Foote,  Miss  Margaret 

Gibson,  Prof.  S.  J. 

Green,  Mrs.  N.  L. 

Gustafson,  Miss  Grace  E. 

Hazard,  Mrs.  Frederick 

Higley,  Mrs.  H.  H. 

Hill,  Mr.  John  F. 

Ivory,  Mr.  Edward 

Johnson,  Mr.  Charles  E. 

Lathrop,  Miss  Carrie 

Mallory,  Mr.  Fred  L. 

Marquis,  Mr.  J.  B. 

May,  Mrs.  Ulysses 

Moore,  Mr.  E.  S. 

Musson,  Mr.  E.  F. 

Nash,  Mrs.  Charles  G. 

Parker,  Mrs.  Clarence 

Perkins,  Mr.  W.  T. 

Ray,  Hon.  George  W. 

Ray,  Mrs.  George  W. 

Robb,  Miss  Georgia 

Tefft,  Mrs.  Sophia 

Thomas,  Mrs.  George  A. 

Turner,  Mrs.  J.  B. 

Wait,  Mr.  John  C. 

Wilbur,  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
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Appendix 


Statistics. 


(Arranged  in  accordance  with  the  Form  adopted  by  the  Council 
of  the  American  Library  Association  for  purposes  of  comparison 
of  annual  statistical  information.) 


Annual  report  year  ended  June  30,  1915. 
Name  of  library — Guernsey  Memorial  Library. 
City  or  Town — Norwich;  State — New  York. 
Population  served  (latest  statistics) — 8,345. 
Terms  for  use — Free  for  lending  and  reference. 
Total  number  of  agencies — 54. 
Consisting  of — Central  Library. 

Schools,  Local — 5  (or  41  school  room  collections). 
Schools,  Rural — 41  (41  collections). 
Institution — 1 

Distributing  agencies  outside  the  city — 6 

Number  of  days  open  during  year  (central  library) — 304. 
Hours  open  each  week  for  lending — 48. 
Hours  open  each  week  for  reading — 48. 


Juve-| 
| Adult |      nilej  Total 


10238 

1258 

11496 

Number  of  vols,  added  during  year  by  purchase 

077 

41 

718 

Number  of  vols,  added  during  year  by  gift  or 

240 

240 

Number  of  vols,  added  during  year  by  binding 

62 

2 

64 

Number  of  vols,  lost  or  withdrawn  during  the 

147 

37 

184 

11070 

1264 

12334 

Number  of  pamphlets  at  beginning  of  year — (No  statistics). 
Number  of  pamphlets  added  during  the  year — (No  statistics). 
Number  of  pamphlets  withdrawn  during  year — (No  statistics). 
Total  number  of  pamphlets  at  the  end  of  the  year — (No  statistics) 
Other  additions  (maps,  manuscripts,  etc..  enumerr  3). —  (No  statis- 
tics). 


26 


Juve- 
|  Adult  nile 

Number  of  vcT.s.  of  fiction  lent  for  home,  use.  .  |  16315  6037 

Total  number  of  vols,  lent  for  home  use  |  20073  10328 

Number  of  vols,  sent  to  agencies   j 

Number  of  prints  lent  for  home  use— (Have  no  prints). 
Number  of  music  rolls  lent  for  home  use — -(Have  no  miisi  rolls) 

other  circulation — Pictures  and  clippings   213 

Medical  Library   21 

Law  Library   1 1 S 

Periodicals  (unbound)    4403 


Total 

22362 
30401 
9207 


.J  uve- 
ni'e 
136 


|  Adult) 

Number  of  borrowers  registered  during  year..!  1651 

Total  number  of  registered  borrowers  | 

Registration  period,  years— Since  July  14,  1906 

Number  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  currently  received. 

Number  of  persons  using  library  for  leading  ,nd  study 


Total 
301 
3900 

84 
22,050 


Receipts 

Unexpended  balance 

Local  taxation   

State  grants   

Endowment  funds   

Membership  fees   

Fines  and  sa!es  of  pub 

lications  

Gifts   

Duplicate  pay  collection  . 

Other  sources   

(If  extraordinary,  enu 

merate  and  state  ob 
jects). 


Total   $4068.75 


Payments 


.$  743. 4G 
.  1000.00 
250.00 
.  1051.25 


46.94 
49.23 
127.81 
800.00 


Maintenance: 
Books   


$  (150.01 


Periodicals    143.8') 

Binding    79.40 

Salaries,  library  service.  971  70 
Salaries,  janitor  service 
his  house  rent  and  . 

Heat   j 

Light    \ 

Other  maintenance   713.90 

Rent  


75.00 
232.9S 


Total  maintenance  ... $2872.01 
Extraordinary, 

Such  as 

Sites   

New  buildings  

Additions  to  buildings  . 
Other  unusual  expenses 
Permanent  improve- 
ments   144.35 

Grand  total   $3017.26 
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GUERNSEY  MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY 

AND 

DAVID  L.  FOLLETT  MEMORIAL 
(SUPREME  COURT )  LIBRARY 


REPORTS 

BEGINNING  JULY  I,  1915 
ENDING  JUNE  30,  1916 


NORWICH,  NEW  YORK 
1916 


GUERNSEY  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 

Hon,  George  W.  Ray,  LL.  D.,  President 

William  Mason,  Clerk 

William  C.  Hartigan 

Daniel  B.  Cushman.  A.  B. 

R.  Curtis  Chapman 

John  O.  Hill  Reed 

Michael  Finigan 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 
Stanford  J.  Gibson,  A.  M. 


FOLLETT  MEMORIAL  SUPREME  COURT 
LIBRARY 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

Hon.  George  W.  Ray,  LL.  D.,  Chairman 
Hon.  Albert  F.  Gladding 
Arthur  W.  Morse 
Charles  W.  Gray 
Hon.  James  P.  Hill 


LIBRARY  STAFF 

N.  Louise  Ruckteshler,  Librarian 
Mrs.  Hattie  Lally,  Assistant 
Gertrude  M.  Sullivan,  Assistant 


LIBRARY  HOURS 
i  P.  M.  to  q  P.  M.,  Each  Week  Day 


PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 


July  1,  J  916. 

To  the  taxpayers  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1, 
Town  and  City  of  Norwich,  N.  Y.,  and  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  to  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  of  the  County  of  Chenango : 
Herewith  is  respectfully  submitted  the  report  of 
the  librarian  of  Guernsey  Memorial  Library  and  of 
Follett  Memorial  Supreme  Court  Library  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1916. 

These  reports  give  all  information  necessary  to  a 
proper  understanding  of  the  condition  of  these  li- 
braries. The  constant  addition  to  the  more  than  25,000 
volumes  now  housed  in  the  old  Guernsey  homestead 
building  and  the  overcrowded  condition  resulting,  with 
danger  from  fire,  are  constant  reminders  that  the  city 
of  Norwich  ought  to  have  a  suitable  fireproof  library 
building.  If  a  fire  should  break  out  in  the  present  li- 
brary building  in  the  night  time  it  is  probable  that  the 
entire  building  with  its  contents  would  be  either  totally 
destroyed  or  that  the  library  itself  would  be  ruined. 
The  most  of  the  books  could  be  replaced  but  there  are 
thousands  of  valuable  books  in  both  libraries  that  could 
never  be  replaced. 

The  value  of  these  libraries  to  the  school  children 
and  heads  of  families  in  the  city  of  Norwich  and  to  the 
lawyers  throughout  the  county  of  Chenango  is  being 
demonstrated  more  and  more  forcibly  as  time  goes  on. 
The  thought  uppermost  and  to  be  the  more  forcibly  im- 
pressed upon  all  readers  is  the  demand  for  a  new  li- 
brary building,  commodious,  properly  constructed  and 
.  fireproof. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  W.  RAY, 
President  of  Board  of  Education  and 
Chairman  of  Board  of  Trustees. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


July  1,  1916. 
To  the  Honorable,  The  Board  of  Education : 

Gentlemen:  Herewith  is  submitted  a  brief  report 
of  Guernsey  Memorial  Library's  (being  library  of 
Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  Town  and  City  of 
Norwich,  N.  Y.)  work  year  beginning  July  1,  1915,  and 
ending  June  30,  1916. 

General  Survey.  At  the  end  of  the  year 's  work  sta- 
tisticians foot  up  their  columns  and  give  to  the  world 
the  results  of  their  varied  lines  of  endeavor.  From 
these  results  the  public  may  estimate  what  have  been 
the  gains  and  losses  accruing  to  it  during  the  twelve- 
month. 

During  the  year  for  which  this  report  is  made 
there  have  been  gains  at  Guernsey  Memorial  Library, 
and,  there  have  been  losses.  Among  the  former  should 
be  cited  the  net  increase  of  918  books,  special  among 
which  were  the  latest  edition  of  the  Rand  &  McNally 
"Atlas  of  the  World"  and  the  "Catholic  Encyclo- 
pedia' the  increase  of  336  in  registration;  the  use  of 
the  parlors  by  more  organizations  and  more  often ;  an 
enlargement  of  the  verticle  file;  better  story  hours;  a 
wider  range  of  publicity;  the  extension  of  vacation 
privileges;  assistance  in  the  perfecting  of  the  five  camp 
fire  girls  organizations  with  a  membership  of  90;  and 
a  slight  increase  in  expenditures. 

And  in  connection  with  the  losses,  mention  should 
be  made  of  the  3460  decrease  in  readers  and  reference 
users  leaving  the  total  at  18,590;  a  decrease  of  973  in 
circulation;  and  the  general  depreciation  of  the  library 
building  and  property. 

Seasonal  Featuring.  To  keep  abreast  with  the  rapidly 
speeding  times  is  a  difficult  matter  for  any  institution 
to  undertake.   To  be  responsive  to  only  the  important 
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movements  and  events  of  the  year  is  enough  to  keep 
that  institution  fully  occupied.  The  enterprises  of  na- 
tional scope — baby  week,  clean-up  week,  prison  reform, 
preparedness,  "see  America  first",  juvenile  book  week, 
etc. — have  given  opportunities  for  community  further- 
ance by  library  cooperation  and  promotion. 

The  many  anniversary  dates — William  Shakes- 
peare and  Shakespeareana  in  special  memorial  collec- 
tions, James  Whitcomb  Riley,  Dickens,  Edison,  Bus- 
kin, Lowell,  Lincoln,  Hand  el,  Greeley,  Gar  rick,  and 
other  famous  men  of  literary,  industrial,  musical, 
theatrical  and  other  established  walks  of  life,  have  af- 
forded occasions  to  direct  attention  to  library  re- 
sources. 

Specially  designated  state,  national  and  festival 
days — St.  Valentine's,  Hallowe'en,  Lent,  Easter,  Bird 
day,  Arbor  day,  Flag  day,  Columbus  day,  Christmas — 
were  accorded  their  share  of  time  and  space,  the  latter 
holiday  being  fittingly  celebrated  in  the  children's  room 
with  a  tree. 

Health,  vocational,  gardening,  automobile,  camp- 
ing, agricultural,  and  business  men's  books  have  been 
featured  as  the  season  for  each  approached.  The  ten 
National  Beading  Circle  courses  were  posted  and  spe- 
cially emphasized  in  the  local  daily  for  a  number  of 
weeks  which  brought  about  excellent  circulation  re- 
sults. 

In  these  ways  the  boy,  the  girl,  the  student,  the 
housewife,  the  business  man,  the  faddist  and  the  motor- 
ist have  been  appealed  to  through  the  medium  of  the 
bulletin  board  or  a  conspicuously  placed  shelf  of  books. 

Accessions.  An  increase  of  the  books  on  the  shelves 
of  the  library  from  12,334  to  13,252,  a  net  increase  of 
918  volumes  during  the  year,  would  not  indicate  on  the 
surface  of  things  that  there  was  and  is  a  very  great 
need  for  conservative  book  buying.   It  is  a  fact,  how- 
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ever,  that  for  two  years  purchases  have  been  restricted 
not  from  lack  of  funds  brut  of  shell'  room  and  floor 
space.  An  efficiency  expert  would  have  a  well  nigh  im- 
possible task  to  rearrange  stacks  and  cases  so  as  to 
provide  better  light  and  more  room.  The  scarcity  of 
space  has  demanded  that  book  accessions  be  kept  down 
to  as  small  a  number  as  was  consistent  with  demands 
that  must  be  met  and  supplied  and  as  evidence  of  the 
curtailing  of  purchase  where  the  usual  sum  spent  was 
$600  and  sometimes  $700,  it  ran  this  year  slightly 
above  $400.  Unless  provision  is  made  that  will  accom- 
modate the  natural  growth,  there  is  every  evidence  it 
will  be  necessary  to  cease  all  purchases. 


Regarding  accessions: 

Number  of  bound  volumes  July  1,  1915    12,334 

Additions  by  purchase — adult    682 

Additions  by  gift— adult    293 

Additions  by  purchase — children    33 

Total  additions    1008 

Lost  or  withdrawn — adult    42 

Lost  or  withdrawn — children    48 

Total  lost  or  withdrawn    90 

Net  increase    918 


Total  number  of  volumes  June  30,  1916  .  .  .  13,252 

Inter-Library  Loans.  Heretofore  whenever  a  volume 
of  non-fiction  or  of  standard  fiction  has  been  called  for 
not  owned  by  this  library,  it  recognized  its  immediate 
duty  and  purchased  to  supply  the  request.  The  con- 
gestion at  the  present  time,  and  for  the  preceding  year 
as  well,  has  made  this  method  impracticable  so  that 
our  hope  and  present  source  of  supply  must  lie  in  the 
inter-library  loan  system.  By  this  medium,  upon  oc- 
casion, we  have  borrowed  from  the  Utica  and 
Binghamton  public  libraries,  the  State  library  at  Al- 
bany, and  the  Congressional  library  at  Washington. 
While  loans  of  this  character  have  usually  consisted  of 
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books,  from  the  J  I.  W.  Wilson  Package  library,  maga- 
zine material  has  many  times  been  obtained,  and 
towards  the  end  of  our  year  an  hitherto  unused  but  an 
educational  and  enjoyable  branch  of  library  activity — 
the  loan  of  lantern  slides — was  secured  from  the  Visual 
Instruction  Department  of  the  State  library  at  Albany, 
for  the  use  of  a  local  institution  for  the  promotion  of 
the  cause  of  education. 

In  like  manner  we  have  occasionally  had  oppor- 
tunity to  reciprocate  to  some  of  the  neighboring  li- 
braries of  the  county  as  well  as  to  the  larger  libraries 
of  the  cities  of  Binghamton  and  Elmira,  to  the  Hamil- 
ton College  library,  and  to  the  reporter's  office  of  the 
United  States  Senate. 

Circulation.  A  decrease  in  circulation  is  not  a  fact 
any  library  is  proud  to  report  to  its  constituency  al- 
though in  all  probability  every  library,  sometimes  ap- 
parently without  cause,  is  occasionally  compelled  to 
do  so.  Guernsey  library  unfortunate  I  y  is  among  thai 
number  this  year  with  its  43,251  circulation  which  with 
its  last  year's  figures  of  44,224  means  a  decrease  of 
973.  A  decrease  of  973  in  circulation  may  not  be  a 
grievous  affair  but  when  effort  has  been  put  forth  by 
an  ever  ready  staff  and  opportunities  have  been  seized 
to  bring  interesting  and  practical  books  into  view  the 
fact  is  not  a  pleasant  one  when  the  institution's  circula- 
tion is  found  at  the  end  of  the  year  at  43,000  and  one 
had  expected  and  hoped  with  its  natural  growth  in  use 
to  see  it  at  45,000. 

Quality  may  make  amends  for  loss  in  figures  but 
this  fact  we  are  unable  to  support.  The  evangelistic 
campaign  of  October-November,  1915,  may  have  slight- 
ly increased  the  circulation  in  the  2 00. (religious)  class 
but  hymn  books  were  more  popular  than  library  books 
and  the  circulation  fell  off  in  considerable  numbers 
during  those  weeks. 
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JAW  Uglily   Ul  VlUtU  Hie 

circulation  record 

was  I 

Vols. 

Per  Cent. 

Fiction   

46.14 

Non  fiction   

18.04 

Rent  collection   

  2,229 

5.15 

Periodicals   

10.39 

i  cr  o  nr 

lo.oo 

Rural  schools   

  1,281 

2.97 

Stations  and  agencies 

  408 

.94 

Pictures  and  clippings  , 

  225 

.52 

Total   

  43,251 

100.00 

Pay  Collection.  The  money  yield  from  the  pay  col- 
lection amounted  to  $159.90  as  against  $127.81  last  year, 
an  indication,  it  would  seem,  of  its  increasing  popular- 
ity. The  new  volumes  added  were  179,  an  increase 
over  last  year  of  29  and  the  circulation  returns  showed 
an  increase  also,  totaling  2229. 

Registration.  The  registry  of  card  holders  which  at 
the  end  of  the  year  numbered  4236,  was  started  just  ten 
years  ago  and  has  been  continued  without  revision. 
Obviously  then,  many  cards  have  become  inactive  and 
the  total  4236  cannot  represent  an  accurate  number  of 
those  who  are  now  using  the  library.  The  new  cards 
issued  during  the  year  were  336,  a  slight  increase  over 
the  301  of  the  year  1914-1915.  The  new  registration  is 
divided  as  follows : 

Number  of  card  holders  June  30,  1915    3900 


New  issues— adult  residents    135 

New  issues — juvenile  residents    152 

New  issues — non-residents    49 


Total  new  issues    336 


Total  number  of  card  holders  June  30,  1916  .  4236 
Population,  last  census  8,345. 

Library  Stations  and  Distributing  Agencies  .  Two  years 
of  book  circulation  through  stations  and  agencies  do 
not  necessarily  advance  such  stations  beyond  the  ex- 
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perimental  stage,  but  the  fact  that  four  of  these 
agencies  have  continued  in  the  same  centers  another 
year,  ought  to  testify  to  the  fact  that  they  have  become 
a  permanent  and  active  fixture  in  their  several  com- 
munities. 

The  North  Norwich  station  moved  into  a  more 
central  and  therefore  more  accessible  location  when  it 
went  into  the  home  of  Mis.  Ira  Stradling  over  the 
Stradling  store;  the  Plymouth  station  which  has  con- 
tinued in  the  Montgomery  store  easily  took  the  lead  in 
seeing  first  that  it  was  supplied  with  books  and  then  in 
encouraging  their  circulation.  The  pioneer  Guilford 
branch,  at  the  greatest  distance  of  any — sixteen  miles 
from  Guernsey  library  has  supplied  current  literature 
to  the  summer  colony  as  well  as  to  residents;  the  sta- 
tion at  Rockdale  which  had  its  beginning  in  the  home 
of  Mrs.  Scott  Curtis  in  December  11)15,  kept  up  a  re- 
cord circulation  for  the  rest  of  the  year;  and  the  ladies 
in  the  Chenango  Valley  Home  often  express  their  ap- 
preciation for  and  enjoyment  in  the  book  collections 
sent  there. 

Data  regarding  these  agencies  was: 


Distance  from  Vols.  Circulation 

Name               Guernsey  Library  Loaned  Reported 

North  Norwich                   6  miles             55  260 

Plymouth                           8  miles  107  701 

Guilford                           16  miles  131  329 

Rockdale                          12  miles             28  26,5 

Chenango  Valley  Home  y2  mile  62 
Tinker's  Corners   10  miles  25 


In  the  connection  of  distributing  centers  several 
of  the  39  rural  schools  which  drew  1281  volumes  during 
the  year  did  book  circulating  work  to  such  an  excellent 
degree  as  to  merit  for  themselves  the  title  of  "sta- 
tion." A  departure  from  the  customary  classification, 
however  good  the  work  and  result  of  individual  schools, 
would  be  neither  wise  nor  practicable.  Hence  those 
school-stations  are  continued  as  rural  school  agencies 
in  the  following  table: 
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In  1912-1913  26  schools  drew  560  books 
In  1913-1914  28  schools  drew  799  books 
In  1914-1915  41  schools  drew  927  books 
In  1915-1916  39  schools  drew  1281  books 

The  distances  of  these  schools  from  Guernsey  li- 
brary range  from  two  to  eighteen  miles. 

Work  With  Schools.  The  ' '  library  page ' '  in  the  catalog 
of  the  Norwich  Public  Schools  each  year,  presents  a 
detailed  account  of  the  work  of  the  library  in  connec- 
tion with  the  schools  of  the  city. 

The  relation  of  the  grades  and  the  grade  children 
to  the  library  has  been  very  cordial,  most  of  the 
youngsters  becoming  cardholders  and  cardusers  in 
the  children's  department  as  soon  as  their  phonetics 
are  mastered  and  some  even  earlier  than  this  become 
users  of  picture  books  and  primers.  Special  interest 
has  been  manifested  by  the  pupils  in  the  sixth  grades 
taught  by  Miss  Brossway  and  Miss  Finigan  and  by  the 
pupils  in  the  eighth  grade  taught  by  Miss  Green.  Miss 
Finigan 's  pupils  made  the  Christmas  occasion  gay  and 
festive  by  a  Christmas  tree  which  they  had  decorated 
with  hand  made  ornaments  and  gifts  and  had  set  up  in 
a  corner  of  the  children's  department  where  it  greet- 
ed young  and  old  alike  as  they  came  into  the  library 
during  the  holiday  week.  Miss  Brossway 's  pupils  sup- 
plied an  interesting  "Happy  Easter"  poster  and  hung 
a  gorgeous  May  basket.  Miss  Green's  pupils  aside 
from  loaning  their  handsome  ferns  during  the  holiday 
vacation  period,  sent  in  the  late  autumn  a  much 
admired  hectographed  and  daintily  colored  Mother 
Goose  frieze  and  later  in  the  school  year  specimens  of 
their  charcoal  drawings,  watercolor,  crayon  and  pencil 
work  were  exhibited  on  the  walls  of  the  children's  room. 

Special  interest  in  the  library  has  also  been  shown 
by  the  older  students  in  the  continuation  of  the  gift  of 
prize  speaking  proceeds  toward  the  library's  supple- 
mentary reading  and  text  book  fund. 
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These  same  students  almost  succeeded  many  times 
in  converting  the  library's  reading  room  into  a  " study 
hall"  by  exercising  the  limited  library  privileges  im- 
posed by  the  reservations  of  books  for  the  history  and 
English  classes  of  Miss  Kirkby,  Mrs.  Johnson  and  Miss 
Thompson. 

It  will  be  noted  under  the  paragraph  devoted  to 
"Circulation"  that  into  44  local  school  rooms  685.0> 
library  books  were  taken  by  teachers  during  the  year 
to  be  used  by  teacher  and  pupil.  Into  the  same  number 
of  rooms  during  the  preceding  year  7791  books  were 
taken  by  the  teachers,  indicating  a  decrease  in  such 
use  of  the  library  by  approximately  1000  volumes. 

Children's  Department  The  room  devoted  to  the  chil- 
dren is  far  too  small  and  in  our  work  with  them  in  rush 
hours,  just  before  and  just  after  schools  open  and  close, 
it  is  with  difficulty  one  moves  through  the  throng  gath- 
ered there.  Here,  as  in  the  other  departments  of  the 
library  not  only  is  the  floor  space  inadequate  but  shelves 
also  are  crowded. 

It  is  a  matter  of  sincere  regret  that  during  these 
years  when  special  efforts  are  being  put  forth  in  the 
writing  and  publishing  of  books  for  children  that  the 
buying  thereof  for  our  little  ones  must  be  hampered 
and  limited  and  almost  eliminated  because  of  the  crowd- 
ed condition.  Many  children  become  insatiable  read- 
ers and  grow  to  know  the  favorite  books  very  well.  Un- 
like most  adults  and  fortunately  for  the  library  staff, 
they  are  willing  and  anxious  to  repeatedly  read  the 
books  that  have  met  with  their  favor. 

The  posting  of  special  lists  has  encouraged  a  more 
systematic  reading  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  older 
children  and  the  regular  story  hour  on  Saturday  after- 
noons has  tended  toward  a  demand  for  and  a  reading  of 
better  books. 

For  the  convenience  of  children  the  story  hour  was 
grouped  into  grades,  but  some  children  were  so  story 
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hungry  that  they  came  in  turn  and  out  of  turn  and 
admitted  themselves  by  this  pleasant  gateway  into 
story-book-land.  Heretofore  it  had  been  considered 
best  not  to  invite  the  attendance  on  the  part  of  first 
graders  but  experimentation  has  demonstrated  that 
these  are  as  responsive  as  the  others  in  attendance 
and  attention.  Last  year  23  hours  had  an  attendance  of 
1293 ;  this  year  20  hours  totaled  an  attendance  of  1533 — 
proof  of  story  hour  popularity.  The  work  developed 
more  systematically  and  with  a  better  arrangement  and 
quality  of  stories  than  during  the  previous  year.  To 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Donaldson,  Miss  Margaret  Newton,  Mrs. 
Warren  Eaton  and  Miss  Sarah  Mason  are  due  credit 
and  thanks  for  its  success  which  meant  much  to  the 
children  of  our  city,  many  expressing  their  regret  when 
the  coming  of  spring  brought  the  work  to  a  close. 

Mrs.  Donaldson  told  the  stories  at  ten  hours,  four 
to  the  third  grades,  four  to  the  fourth  grades  and  two 
to  the  second  grades;  Miss  Newton  told  at  six  hours, 
three  to  the  first  grades  and  three  to  the  second  grades ; 
Mrs.  Eaton  told  at  two  hours,  that  to  the  fifth  grades 
devoted  to  Mark  Twain  and  that  to  the  sixth  grades 
given  over  to  Alcott ;  and  Miss  Mason  presided  at  two 
Victrola  hours,  delightfully  surprising  the  fifth  grades 
at  one  and  the  sixth  grades  at  the  other. 

On  the  walls  of  the  children's  rooms  have  appeared 
from  time  to  time  the  exhibits  and  posters  sent  in  from 
the  grades.  Here  too  was  exhibited  the  collection  oC 
mounts — wood  specimens,  twigs,  leaves  and  seeds — 
prepared  by  district  school  14,  taught  by  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Tansey  and  which  had  received  first  prize  at  the 
Norwich  Town  Day  of  the  Fifth  Supervisory  district 
of  Chenango  county.  Upon  this  occasion  the  Eev.  H. 
W.  Foreman  added  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  room 
by  loaning  a  large  aquarium  of  gold  fish,  observation 
of  which  seemed  to  rejoice  the  hearts  of  many  of  the 
children. 
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Use  of  Parlors.  The  library's  parlors  were  utilized 
lor  106  meetings  by  various  local  and  county  com- 
mittees and  organizations,  some  gathering  once  a 
month,  some  once  in  two  months,  some  once  in  three 
months  and  some  at  still  longer  intervals.  Among  the 
organizations  reporting  such  meetings  are  the  Ladies' 
Village  Improvement  association,  the  Chenango  Coun- 
ty Board  of  Child  Welfare,  the  Almoners  and  Direc- 
tors of  the  Norwich  hospital,  the  Norwich  Nurses  asso- 
ciation, and  camp  fires  Wich-a- YVach-a-Woo,  Cool- 
Shag-Na,  Wanahosa,  Wik-Mum-Kee-Wee  and  Winne- 
taska;  committees  in  relation  to  Fresh  Air  Work,  Or- 
ganized Charities  for  the  City  of  Norwich,  Community 
( liristmas  tree  carols  and  ( laptain  John  Harris  chapter 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution;  confer- 
ences of  rural  school  teachers;  reunions  of  several  Nor- 
wich High  School  graduating  classes;  junior  to  senior 
high  school  reception;  the  mothers'  meeting  in  connec- 
tion with  ik  Bahy  Week";  and  the  20  story  hours. 

Publicity.  Headers  of  the  daily,  Norwich  Sun,  of 
the  weeklies,  the  Plain  Dealer,  the  Utica  Globe  and 
the  Chenango  Union,  and  of  the  monthly  bulletins  of 
the  Chenango  County  Farm  Bureau  association  have 
had  practically  every  special  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
library,  and  some  of  its  book  lists,  kept  before  them 
through  the  columns  of  those  papers.  This  has  meant 
that  the  progressive  farmer  and  his  family,  the  local 
business  man  and  his  family  and  the  laboring  man  and 
his  family  have  all  had  opportunity  to  read  one,  and 
more  often,  several  library  items  every  week.  It  is  in- 
teresting to  be  assured  by  constant  reference  to  them 
by  inquirers  at  the  charging  counter,  that  such  public 
mention  of  Guernsey  Memorial  library  and  its  affairs 
is  read  with  mutual  profit  to  the  library  and  to  the 
reader,  and  that  it  has  tended  to  awaken  attention  to 
the  end  that  all  are  not  only  entitled  but  expected  to 
take  a  share  in  its  welfare — the  welfare  of  its  present 
use  and  the  broadening  and  extension  of  its  future  use. 
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Finances.  There  must  always  be  a  reckoning  with 
debit  and  credit  and  the  account  of  the  financial  status 
of  Guernsey  Library  furnishes  items  that  may  prove 
of  interest  as  well  as  furnish  food  for  reflection  for 
citizens  of  Norwich. 

There  has  been  received: 


From 

Unexpended  balance  from  previous  year  ....  $1051.49 

School  tax    1000.00 

State  aid    173.57 

Endowment  funds    909.50 

Fines,  etc   56.25 

Gifts — prize  speaking    52.03 

Follett  Library,  for  rent,  heat,  librarian  and 

janitor  service    800.00 

Other  sources    10.57 


Total   $4053.41 

Payments  Were  Made  For 

Books    $440.02 

Binding    97.09 

Periodicals    151.01 

Salaries — librarian    595.83 

Salaries — assistants    440.07 

Salaries — janitor,  his  house  rent  and    97.88 

Heat  and  light    152.34 

Permanent  improvements    328.36 

Other  expenses    741.20 


Total    $3043.80 


The  Present  Need.  It  is  conceded  that  there  are  books 
and  sets  of  books  that  would  be  used  to  very  good  ad- 
vantage in  the  library — if  we  had  them.  It  is  conceded 
also  that  purchase  of  some  of  these  could  be  made — if 
we  had  shelf  room  and  floor  space  for  them.  It  is  con- 
ceded further  that  some  century  old  buildings  by  con- 
stant repair  and  careful  janitor  service  are  often  mad" 
more  attractive  than  modern  structures.  Neither  of 
these  essentials,  however,  are  at  p>resent  incorporated 
in  the  Guernsey  homestead  property  and  in  conse- 
quence "It's  a  pity  you  haven't  an  adequate  building. 
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Haven't  you  some  eivic  or  woman's  organization  in- 
terested enough  to  start  a  building  fund"  is  the  ex- 
pression voiced  alike  by  official  and  nonofficial  visitors 
at  the  library.  Much  the  same  sentiment  is  expressed 
by  scores  of  library  users. 

Of  the  13,252  books  in  Guernsey  Library  and  the 
8,321  books  in  Follett  Library  and  the  600  books  in 
addition  which  are  the  property  of  the  Chenango  Coun- 
ty Medical  society,  approximately  22,000  volumes  are 
contained  in  the  building,  some  of  which  are  precious 
books,  and  priceless,  and  the  walls  of  this  remarkable 
house  can  hold  little  more  with  safety.  Union  Free 
School  District  No.  1,  City  of  Norwich,  N.  Y.,  is  pledg- 
ed to  equip  and  maintain  this  house  as  a  library  until 
provision  for  a  belter  structure  can  be  made.  The  dis- 
trict provides  $1000.00  annually  for  its  upkeep.  What 
is  to  become  of  the  books  that  must  be  bought  to  keep 
your  library  up  to  date?  What  is  to  become  of  the 
boxes  that  stand  unpacked  and  have  so  stood  for  some 
years?  It  is  the  district's  pledge  to  house  them  and 
give  them  room  but  nobody  realizes  better  than  the 
board  of  education  that  the  district  is  not  in  position 
at  this  time  to  provide  the  thousands  of  dollars  a  new 
library  build  in  a*  would  involve. 

Tn  stating  there  are  over  18.000  users  of  the  read- 
ins'  room  and  over  4-3  000  users  of  the  circulating  hooVs, 
as  the  records  testify,  it  would  seem  that  over  61,000 
persons  have  been  benefited  by  the  existence  of  (ruern- 
sev  Library  during*  the  vear  Julv  1,  1915.  to  Julv  1, 
1916.  This  means  of  course  while  some  citizens  have 
been  users  manv  times  during  the  vear  others  have 
not  exercised  sueh  privilege.  Look  at  it  in  whatever 
way  you  are  inclined,  vou  must  return  to  the  fact  that 
it  has  been  over  a  61,000  number  in  use. 

A  human  being  to  advanee  and  progress  with  tha 
age  in  which  he  lives  cannot  afford  to  neglect  his  mental 
welfare  any  more  than  he  can  afford  to  neglect  his 
physical  welfare.    Cease  to  feed  him  and  he  starves 
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and  dies.  Cease  to  provide  mental  food  and  his  mental 
abilities  slacken  in  pace.  If  Guernsey  Library  is  to  con- 
tinue its  61,000  number  in  use,  and  increase  that  num- 
ber as  it  ought  to  do,  where  would  you  suggest  that  it 
put  its  books,  and  where  would  you  suggest  that  it  put 
its  people  who  come  to  it  with  the  expectation,  as  they 
have  a  right  to  expect,  of  being  provided  with  com- 
fortable room  and  adequate  facilities  to  accomplish  the 
task  of  study  and  use  before  them? 

When  it  opened  in  1902,  Guernsey  Library  was  one 
of  the  show  places  of  the  city  of  Norwich.  The  build- 
ing and  arrangement  of  that  day  it  has  outgrown  sev- 
eral times  and  several  times  better  accommodations 
were  found  necessary  and  improvements  provided. 
Visitors  to  the  library  now  remark  their  surprise  that 
a  city  the  size  of  ours  has  not  a  proper  housing  of  its 
public  library.  To  some  such  a  remark  will  seem 
presumptuous  but  to  the  practical  user  of  the  library 
and  the  one  who  frequents  the  building  for  reading  or 
study,  the  remark  is  ever  true. 

The  Guernsey  bequest,  though  generous,  was  not 
a  large  one  and  cannot  be  used  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
structure.  The  upkeep  of  a  new  building  would  in  all 
probability  be  less  than  that  of  the  one  now  in  use  and 
would  therefore  come  within  the  present  budget.  Is 
the  great  need  of  Guernsey  Library  to  be  the  oppor- 
tunity for  the  exercise  of  liberality  by  some  one  citizen 
or  is  the  hope  for  it  to  lie  in  the  thousands  which  it 
benefits? 

Your  librarian  is  pleased  to  again  record  her  ap- 
preciation of  loyal  support  by  the  board  of  education 
and  of  loyal  and  efficient  service  by  her  co-workers. 
Eespectfully  submitted, 

N.  LOUISE  RUCKTESHLER, 

Librarian. 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

July  1,  1916. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  David  L. 
Follett  Memorial  (Supreme  Court)  Library: 

Gentlemen:  Herewith  is  submitted  a  brief  report 
of  the  David  L.  Follett  Memorial  (Supreme  Court) 
Library's  work  year  beginning  July  1,  1915,  and  ending 
June  30,  1916. 

It  has  been  open  8  hours  each  day  for  305  work 
days  of  the  year  as  and  with  Guernsey  Memorial  Li- 
brary and  had  a  circulation  of  139  books  that  went  out- 
side the  building.  It  is  maintained  as  a  reference  li- 
brary although  loans  of  books  are  being  permitted  and 
in  all  likelihood  will  be  continued  until  such  time  as  it 
is  found  to  conflict  with  the  use  of  books  within  the 
building.  The  number  of  persons  to  use  the  library  for 
study  and  reference  was  319. 

A  i  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  library  contained 
8192  volumes.  To  this  number  129  new  books  were 
added  by  purchase,  making  a  total  collection  of  8321  in 
Follett  Library  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  sources  of  income  remained  the  same  although 
the  amount  of  receipts  and  disbursements  varied.  The 
Board  of  Supervisors  at  its  November,  1915,  session 
voted  the  appropriation  of  $800.00  to  be  paid  to  Guern- 
sey Library  for  rent,  heat,  light  and  librarian  and 
janitor  service  for  the  year,  and  generously  voted  also, 
that  any  necessary  expenditure  for  the  rebinding  of 
books  should  be  taken  care  of  by  their  building  com- 
mittee. In  this  connection  it  ought  perhaps  to  be  said 
that  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  do  any  rebinding  this 
year.  The  financial  aid  rendered  by  the  State  of  New 
York  can  be  spent  for  books,  reports  and  periodicals 
only. 

These  facts  as  to  the  cost  and  maintenance  of  Fol- 
lett Library  are  recapitulated  in  the  appended  table : 
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Receipts. 


County  tax — annual  appropriation    $800.00 

State  grants    727.80 

Total    $1527.80 

Payments. 

Books   :   $631.05 

Periodicals    96.75 

Rent,  heat,  light,  librarian  and  janitor  serv- 
ice— paid  to  Guernsey  Library    800.00 


Total    $1527.80 


Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  LOUISE  RUCKTESHLER, 

Librarian. 
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Donors.  The  initial  gift  of  Mrs.  Jane  Maydole 
Guernsey  expressed  a  large  interest  in  what  Norwich 
should  read.  This  same  interest  is  being  echoed  by 
those  who  have  the  library's  resources  in  mind  and  add 
to  them  by  individual  contribution. 

In  the  appended  list  will  be  found  the  names  of  all 
residents  and  non-residents  and  all  local  organizations 
to  whom  acknowledgments  up  to  November  1,  1916, 
have  been  made,  for  gifts  of  books,  magazines  or  pam- 
phlets, etc. 

Abell,  Mrs.  Catherine 

Amicus  Aerie  No.  1043  F.  ().  E. 

Baker,  Mrs.  A.  L. 

Beebe,  Mrs.  Lucy  E. 

Bennett,  Mrs.  Ghas.  K. 

Cagwin,  Mrs.  Fred  L. 

Capt.  John  Harris  chapter  of  D.  A.  R. 

Chenango  County  Farm-  Bureau  association 

Chenango  Union 

Conroy,  Mrs.  J.  C. 

Davis,  Mr.  E.  E. 

Donaldson,  Mrs.  L.  M. 

Eaton,  Miss  Marion 

Foote,  Miss  Margaret 

Gibbs,  Mrs.  A.  D. 

Gibson,  Prof.  S.  J. 

Gladding,  Hon.  Albeit  F 

Goodrich,  Mrs.  N.  B. 

Gustafson,  Miss  Grace  E. 

Heady,  Mrs. 

Higley,  Mrs.  H.  H. 

Holmes,  Mrs.  Daniel  P. 

Isbell,  Miss  Mary  L. 

Kingsley,  Mr.  J.  Sterling 

Lathrop,  Miss  Carrie 

Lincoln,  Mrs.  S.  E. 

Macksey,  Miss  Susie 

Mallory,  Mr.  Fred  L. 

Marquis,  Mr.  J.  B. 

Mason,  Miss  Sarah 

Monday  Evening  Musical  Club 

Monk,  Rev.  J.  A. 

Moore,  Mrs.  E.  S. 
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Musson,  Mr.  E.  F. 

Nash,  Mrs.  Chas.  G. 

Newton,  Mr.  Howard  D. 

Norton,  Mr.  O.  W. 

Norwich  Pharmacal  Company 

Norwich  Publishing  Company 

Packer,  Miss  Sarah 

Parker,  Mrs.  Clarence 

Pellett,  Miss  Kittie 

Powell,  Mr.  Frank 

R.  R.  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Ray,  Hon.  Geo.  W. 

Ray,  Mrs.  Geo.  W. 

Ray,  Rev.  J.  L. 

Silent  Workers'  Circle  of  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

Stanton,  Mr.  G.  Smith 

Story,  Mrs.  Geo.  R. 

Sullivan,  Mrs.  Mae  B. 

Thomas,  Mrs.  Fanny 

Tiernan,  Miss  C.  A. 

Wait,  Mr.  J.  C. 

Walworth,  Miss  Hattie 

Wassung,  Prof.  Frank  R. 

Wilbur,  Mrs.  Mary  E. 

Willing  Workers'  Circle  of  King's  Daughters,  Methodist 

Episcopal  Church 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 


Appendix 


Statistics. 


(Arranged  in  accordance  with  the  form  adopted  by  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  American  Library  Association  for  purposes  of  compari- 
son of  annual  statistical  information.) 

Annual  report,  year  ended  June  30,  1916. 
Name  of  library — Guernsey  Memorial  Library. 
City — Norwich;    State — New  York. 
Population  served  (latest  statistics) — 8,345. 
Terms  for  use — Free  for  lending  and  reference. 
Total  number  of  agencies — 51. 
Consisting  of — Central  Library 

Schools,  local — 5  (or  44  school  room  collections). 

Schools,  rural— 39. 

Institutions — 1. 

Distributing  agencies  outside  the  city — 5. 

Number  of  days  open  during  year  (central  library)  305 
Hours  open  each  week  for  lending — 48. 
Hours  open  each  week  for  reading — 48. 


Adult 

Juvenile 

Total 

Number  of  vols,  at  beginning  of  year  . .  .  | 

11070 

1264 

32334 

Number  of  vols,  added  during  year  byj 

purchase   

620 

33 

653 

Number  of  vols,  added  during  year  byl 

293 

293 

Number  of  vols,  added  during  year  by 

binding    material    not  otherwise 

62 

62 

Number  of  vols,  lost  or  withdrawn  dur- 

ing the  year   

42 

48 

90 

Total  number  at  end  of  year  

12003 

1249 

13252 

*  Number  of  pamphlets  at  beginning  of  year — 

*  Number  of  pamphlets  added  during  the  year — 

*  Number  of  pamphlets  withdrawn  during  the  year — - 

*  Total  number  of  pamphlets  at  the  end  of  the  year— 

*  Other  additions  (maps,  manuscripts,  etc.,  enumerate)  — 

*  No  statistics. 
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I  i  I 

I  Adult  |  Juvenile  j  Total 
Number  of  vols,  of  fiction  lent  for  home| 

use   |  16123  |      6061    j  22184 

Total  number  of  vols,  lent  for  home  use|  19607  |    10381    j  29988 

Number  of  vols,  sent  to  agencies  j  8542 


*  Number  of  prints  lent  for  home  use — 

*  Number  of  music  rolls  lent  for  home  use — 

Other  circulation — Periodicals  (unbound)    4496 

Pictures  and  clippings    225 

Law  library   139 

Medical  library    7 

Total  circulation    43397 


Number  of  borrowers  registered  during 

year   | 

Total  number  of  registered  borrowers  .  . 


Adult  j  Juvenile  j  Total 

I 

I  I 


159 


177 


336 
4236 


Registration  period,  years — Since  July  14,  1906 

Number  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  currently  received — 86. 

Number  of  persons  using  library  for  reading  and  study — 18,590. 


Receipts. 

Unexpended  balance  . . 

Local  taxation  .  

State  grants   

Endowment  funds  .... 

Membership  fees   

Fines  and  sales  of  pub- 
lications   

Gifts   

Duplicate  pay  collection 

Other  sources  (If  extra- 
ordinary, enumerate 
and  state  objects)  .  . 


$1051.49 
1000.00 
173.57 
909.50 


66.82 
52.03 
159.90 


800.00 


Total    $4213.31 


Payments. 

Maintenance: 

Books    $599.92 

Periodicals    151.01 

Binding    97.09 

Salaries,  library  service  1035.90 
Salaries,    janitor  serv- 
ice,   his    house  rent 

and    97. 8S 

Heat  ) 

Light  \ 152  34 

Other  maintenance  .  .  .  741.20 

Rent   

Total  maintenance  .  $2875.31 
Extraordinary,  such  as: 

Sites   

New  buildings   

Additions  to  buildings 
Other  unusual  expenses 
Permanent  i  m  p  r  o  v  e- 

ments    328.36 


*  Does  not  apply. 


Grand  total 


$3203.70 
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GUERNSEY  MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY 

AND 

DAVID  L.  FOLLETT  MEMORIAL 
(SUPREME  COURT)  LIBRARY 


REPORTS 

BEGINNING  JULY  I,  1916 
ENDING   JUNE  30,  1917 


NORWICH,  NEW  YORK 
1917 


GUERNSEY  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 

Hon.  George  W.  Ray,  LL.  D.,  President 

William  Mason,  Clerk 

William  C.  Hartigan 

Daniel  B.  Cushman,  A.  B 

R.  Curtis  Chapman 

John  O.  Hill  Reed 

Michael  Finigan 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 
Stanford  J.  Gibson,  A.M. 


FOLLETT  MEMORIAL  SUPREME  COURT 
LIBRARY 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 
Hon.  George  W.  Ray,  LL.  D.,  Chairman 
Hon.  Albert  F.  Gladding 
Arthur  W.  Morse 
Charles  W.  Gray 
Hon.  James  P.  Hill 


LIBRARY  STAFF 

N.  Louise  Ruckteshler,  Librarian 
Mrs.  Hattie  Lally.  Assistant 
Gertrude  M.  Sullivan,  Assistant 


LIBRARY  HOURS 

1  P.M.  to  9  P.  M..  Each  Week  Day 


PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 


July  1,  1917. 

To  the  taxpayers  of  Union  Free  School  District  No. 
1,  City  of  Norwich,  N.  Y.,  and  to  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  New  York  and  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  of  the  County  of  Chenango : 

The  report  of  the  librarian  of  Guernsey  Memori- 
al Library  and  oC  the  David  L.  Follett  Memorial 
(Supreme  Court)  Library  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1917,  is  submitted  herewith. 

These  reports  give  detailed  information  as  ex- 
tensive and  full  as  present  financal  demands  for  the 
support  of  the  war  will  reasonably  warrant. 

From  year  to  year  the  demands  of  the  public  on 
Guernsey  Memorial  Library  increase  showing  a 
growing  appreciation  thereof.  The  use  of  the  David 
L.  Follett  Memorial  Library  also  increases.  The 
names  of  Mrs.  William  B.  Guernsey  whose  generosity 
made  Guernsey  Memorial  Library  possible  and  of 
Mrs.  David  L.  Follett  whose  generous  gift  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  Law  library  will  alwaj'S  be  re- 
membered with  gratitude  by  our  citizens. 

Present  demands  on  the  taxpayers  to  carry  the 
just  war  to  a  successful  termination,  which  we  trust 
is  not  far  distant,  forbids  perhaps,  the  erection  of  a 
new,  fire  proof  library  building  at  preient  but  sur*h 
a  building  will  come  and  must  come  for  the  safe  hous- 
ing of  the  hooks  and  the  accommodation  of  patrons. 

It  is  hoped  all  taxpayers  and  citizens  will 
familiarize  themselves  with  these  reports. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
GEORGE  W.  BAY, 
President  of  Board  of  Education,  ana 
Chairman  of  Board  of  Trustees. 
3 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


To  the  Honorable,  The  Board  of  Education: 

Gentlemen:  Herewith  is  respectfully  submitted 
the  report  of  your  treasurer  for  the  year  ending 


June  30,  1917. 

Receipts. 

Received  from   school  taxation    $1000.00 

Received  from  Guernsey   Fund    874.25 

State   grants    172.63 

Fines  etc.  of  Miss  Ruckteshler,  librarian  . . .  46.50 
Received  from    County    Treasurer,  Follett 

Library   appropriation    800.00 

Miscellaneous   receipts    12.75 


Total   received    $2906.13 

Cash  on  hand  July  1,  1916    1009.61 


Total    moneys    $3915.74 

Expenditures. 

Books    $309.05 

Binding    45.05 

Periodicals    150.95 

Salaries,  library  service    1047.36 

Salary,  Jan-tor,  aside  from  house  rent    99.96 

Fuel  and  light    375.43 

Permanent   improvements    6.90 

Other   expenses    926.82 


Total    $2961.52 

Cash  on  hand  June  30,  1917    954.22 


Total    $3915.74 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HOMER  H.  HIGLEY, 
Treasurer  Guernsey  Memorial  Library. 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


July  1,1917. 
To  the  Honorable,  The  Board  of  Education: 

Gentlemen:     Herewith    is     submitted    a  brief 

statement  of  the  work  of  Guernsey  Memorial  Library 
(being  library  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1, 
Town  and  City  of  Norwich,  N.  Y.)  for  the  year  July 
1,  1916,  through  June  30,  1917. 

The  number  of  books  has  increased  from  13,252 
to  13,525;  the  registration  has  increased  from  4,236 
to  4,571;  but  the  circulation  has  decreased  from  43,- 
251  to  42,676,  or  a  decrease  of  575.  There  are  prob- 
ably several  contributing  causes  to  such  decrease, — 
the  changed  industrial  conditions  giving  people  less 
time  for  reading,  the  epidemics  of  chicken  pox  in 
January,  of  measles  in  April  and  of  infantile 
paralysis  in  the  summer,  the  prevalence  of  the  latter 
resulting  in  a  month's  closing  of  the  children's  de- 
partment. The  four  stations  and  distributing  agencies 
remained  the  same  with  practically  the  same  work 
and  circulation  as  during  the  preceding  year. 

The  pay  collection  purchased  127  new  stories 
etc.  at  a  cost  of  $123.58,  the  amount  of  its  re- 
ceipts. These  purchases  were  in  addition  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  $309.05  for  books  as  reported  by  your 
treasurer. 

Story  hour  started  with  the  first  Saturday  of 
January,  continuing  for  the  thirteen  following  Satur- 
day afternoons.  They  were  attended  by  1,063  chil- 
dren. Mrs.  I j.  M.  Donaldson  and  Miss  Margaret  New- 
ton telling  all  the  stories. 

Tiie  parlors  were  used  for  76  meetings  by  vari- 
ous organizations  in  addition  to  the  13  story  hours. 

By  weekly  advertising,  a  few  exchanges  and  the 
expenditure  of  the  $14.55,    $10.00  of  which    was  se 
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cured  by  the  bale  of  old  paper,  and  there  is  more  sueii 
paper  to  bo  disposed  of,  the  campaign  to  complete 
files  of  magazines  resulted  in  the  acquisition  of  53 
volumes  for  the  completion  of  the  Atlantic  Monthly, 
Century,  Scribner's  Magazine  and  World's  "Work, 
and  the  addition  of  146  volumes  to  other  sets. 

hi  the  interests  of  economy  and  the  spirit  of 
the  times  this  report  is  made  extremely  brief,  and 
many  of  the  library's  activities  are  omitted  there- 
from, as  compared  with  the  printed  reports  of  for- 
mer years.  It  would  hardly  be  fair,  however,  to  the. 
library's  future  to  close  the  report  without  some 
reference  to  its  greatest  need, — that  of  a  new  and 
properly  equipped  building, — and  which  has  been 
urged  in  previous  reports.  The  need  continues  the 
4  i  greatest  need. ' ' 

Aside  from  your  treasurer's  report  all  statistics 
in  the  further  interests  of  economy,  are  incorporated 
in  the  table  appended  at  the  end  of  this  report,  a 
form  of  statistical  information  adopted  by  the  Ameri- 
can Library  Association. 

Appreciation  of  the  support  of  the  board  of 
education  and  the  loyalty  of  my  co-workers  is  again 
herewith  emphasized  and  expressed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

X.  LOUISE  TCTOKTESHLER, 

Librarian. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


July  1,  1917. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  David  L. 
Follett  Memorial  (Supreme  Court)  Library: 

Gentlemen :  Herewith  is  submitted  a  statement 
in  connection  with  the  David  L.  FolJett  Memorial 
(Supreme  Court)  Library  for  the  year  July  1,  J 916, 
tli rough  June  30,  1917. 

Although  a  reference  library  it  circulated  17o 
books.  Its  cumber  of  volumes  increased  from  8321  to 
8478. 

Receipts, 

County  tax   (Supervisors'  appropriation)  ...  $800.00 


State    grants   596.01 

Total    $1396.01 

Payments. 

Books    $528.51 

Periodicals    67.50 

Heat,  light,  librarian  and  janitor  service  to 

Guernsey   Library    800.00 

Total    $1396.01 


As  in  the  case  of  Guernsey  Memorial  Library 
and  for  the  same  reason  this  report  is  made  as  brief 
as  possible. 

R  e  spec  tf  ull  y  s  ub  mi  tied , 

NT.  LOUISE  BUCKTESHLEB, 

Librarian. 


DONORS 

Resident  citizens  and  organizations  contributing 
:s  or  magazines  during  the  year,  were: 

Abell,  Mrs.  Catherine 
Amicus  Aerie  No.  1043  F.  O.  E. 
Beebe,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  L. 
Bennett,   Mrs.  Chas.  K. 
Brown,  Mrs.  Lueila  B. 
Byam,  Miss  Prudence 
Cadogan,  Mrs.  James 
Cagwin,  Mrs.  Fred 

Captain  John  Harris  Chapter  of  D.  A.  R. 
Chamber  of  Commerce 
Chapman-Turner  Co. 
Chase,  Mrs.   La  la 

Chenango  County  Farm  Bureau  Association 
Chenango  Union 
Combes,  Miss  Mary 
Croll,  Mrs.  May  M. 
Cushman,  Mrs.  D.  B. 
Davis,   E.  E. 
Donaldson,  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Gibson,  Prof.  S.  J. 
Goodrich,  Mrs.  Nathan  B. 
Gregory,  Mrs.  H.  F. 
Gustafson,  Miss  Grace  E. 
Hale,  Mrs.  Perry 
Higley,  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Hill,   J.  H. 
Hoag,  Miss  Susie 
Holmes,  Daniel  P. 
Hunt,  Mrs.  Frank 
Isbell,  Miss  Mary  L. 
King,  Mrs.  Aria  F. 
Lathrop,  Miss  Carrie 
Lincoln,  Mrs.  S.  E. 
Macksey,  Miss  Susie 
Mallory,  Mr.  Fred 
Mason,  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Monday  Evening  Musical  Club 
Moore,  Mrs.  E.  S. 
Nash,  Mrs.  Chas.  G. 
Naumann,  Miss  Dorothy 
Norwich  Pharmacal  Company 
Norwich  Publishing  Company 
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Packer,   Miss   Sarah  L. 
Powell,  Mrs.  Edyth  M. 
Rahr,  D.  C,  Wm.  E. 
Ray,  Judge  Geo.  W. 
Ray,  Mrs.  Geo.  W. 
Ray,  Mrs.  J.  J. 
Ray,  Rev.  J.  L. 
Sanford,  Mrs.  Walter  S. 
Shaughnessy,  Rev.  C.  D. 
Story,  Mrs.  Geo.  R. 
Sullivan,  Mrs.  May  B. 
Taylor,  Mrs.  Ida  P. 
Thomas,  Mrs.  Fanny 
Turner,  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Walworth,  Miss  Hattie 
White,  Mrs.  E.  J. 

Willing  Workers  Circle  of  Methodist  Church 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  First  Baptist  Church 
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Appendix 


Statistics. 


(Arranged  in  accordance  with  the  form  adopted  by  the  Coun 
cil  of  the  American  Library  Association  for  purposes  of  compari 
son  of  annual  statistical  information.) 

Annual  report,  year  ended  June  30,  1917. 
Name  of  library — Guernsey  Memorial  Library. 
City — Norwich;  State — New  York. 
Population  served   (latest  statist'cs) — 8,345. 
Terms  for  use--  Free  from  lending  and  reference. 
Total  number  o!   agencies — 44. 
Consisting  of — Central  Library 

Schoois,  local — 5  (or  44  school  room  collections). 
Schools,  rural — 34. 

Institutions — 1, — Chenango  Valley  Home. 

Distributing  agencies  outside  the  city — 3, — at  Guilford 

North  Norwich,  and  Plymouth. 

Number  of  days  open  durng  year  (central  library) — 306. 
Hours  open  each  week  for  lending — 48. 
Hours  open  each  week  for  reading — 48. 


Adult 

|  Juvenile 

Total  j 

Number  of  vols,  at  beginning  of  year  . 

12003 

1249 

13252  j 

Number  of  vols,  added  during  year  by 

purchase   

123 

59 

182  | 

Number  of  vols,   added  during   year  by 

1 

251 

93 

344  1 

i 

Number  of  vols,  added  during  year  by 

i 

binding    material     not  otherwise 

! 

62 

2 

64  | 

Number  of  vols,  lost  or  withdrawn  dur- 

| 

ing  the  year   

292 

22 

317  ! 

12144 

1381 

13525  | 

*  Number  of  pamphlets  at  beginning  of  year— 

*  Number  of  pamphlets  added  during  the  year — 

*  Number  of  pamphlets  withdrawn  during  the  year— 

*  Total  number  of  pamphlets  at  the  end  of  the  year — 

*  Other  additions   (maps,  manuscripts,  etc.,  enumerate)  — 

*  No  statistics. 


ID 


Number  of  vols,  of  fiction  lent  for  home 

use   

Total  number  of  vols,  lent  for  home  use 
Number  of  vols,  sent  to  agencies   . . . . 


Adult 

Juvenile 

Total 

15938 

6467 

22405 

19545 

11160 

30705 

7634 

*  Number  of  piints  lent  for  home  use — 

•'  Number  of  music  rolls  lent  for  home  use — 

Otha*  circulation—  Periodicals  (unbound)  ... 

Pictures  and  clippings   

Law  library   

Medical  library   

Total  circulation   


4061 
276 
173 
1 

42850 


1 

Adult 

Juvenile 

1 

Total  j 

Number  of  borrowers  registered  during  | 

year   J 

176 

159 

335  j 

Total  number  of  registered  borrowers  .  | 

4571  | 

Registration  period,  years— Since  July  14,  1906. 

Number  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  currently  received — 90. 

Number  of  persons  using  library  for  reading  and  study — 14,702. 


Receipts. 

Unexpended  balance  $1009.61 

Local  taxation    1000.00 

State  grants    172.63 

Endowment    funds   .  874.25 
Membership  fees    . . 
Fines  and    sales  of 

publications    46.50 

Gifts   

Duplicate  pay  col- 
lection  123.58 

Other  sources  (If  ex- 
traordinary, enu- 
merate   and  state 


Payments. 

Maintenance : 

Books   

Periodicals   

Binding   

Salaiies,  library  .service.. 
Salaiies,   janitor  service, 

his  house  rent  and 
Heat  i 


Light 

Other 
Rent 


\ 

maintenance 


!  432.63 
150.95 
45.05 
1047.36 

99.93 
375.43 
926.82 


objects) 
Total  . 


$  812.75 
,$4039.32 


Total   maintenance    $3078.20 

Extraordinary,    such  as: 

Sites   

New  Buildings   

Additions  to  buildings  . . 
Other  unusual  expenses  . 
Permanent     improvements  6.90 


*  Does  not  apply 


Grand   total    $3085.10 
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GUERNSEY  MEMORIAL 


LIBRARY 

AND 

THE  DAVID  L.  FOLLETT  MEMORIAL 
(SUPREME  COURT)  LAW  LIBRARY 

REPORTS 

Beginning  July  I,  1917 
Ending  June  30,  1918 


NOKWICH,  NEW  YORK 
1918 


GUERNSEY  MEMORIAL  LIBKARY 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 

Hon.  George  W.  Ray,  LL.  D.,  President 

William  Mason,  Clerk 

William  C.  Hartigan 

Daniel  B.  Cushman,  A.  B. 

Michael  Finigan 

Frank  V.  Fernalld 

Vacancy 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 
Stanford  J.  Gibson,  A.  M. 


THE  DAVID  L.  FOLLETT  MEMORIAL  (SUPREME 
COURT)  LAW  LIBKAFkY. 


BOARD  OF  TKUSTEES 

Hon.  George  W.  Ray,  LL.  D..  Chairman 
Hon.  Albert  F.  Gladding 
Arthur  W.  Morse 
Hon.  James  P  Hill 
Henry  K.  Follett 


LIBRARY  STAFF 

N.  Louise  Kuckteshler,  Librarian 
Mrs.  Hattie  Lally,  Assistant 
Gertrude  M.  Sullivan,  Assistant 


LIBRAKY  HOURS 

I  P.  M.  to  9  P.  M.,  Each  Week  Day 
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PRESIDENTS  REPORT 


July  1,  1918. 

To  the  taxpayers  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1, 
Town  and  City  of  Norwich,  N.  Y.,  and  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  New  York  and  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors of  the  County  of  Chenango : 

The  reports  of  the  librarian  of  Guernsey  Memorial 
Library  and  of  the  David  L.  Follett  (Supreme  Court) 
Law  Library  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1918,  are  sub- 
mitted herewith.  These  reports  give  all  necessary  detail- 
ed information  and  are  as  extensive  as  present  financial 
demands  growing  out  of  the  War  will  reasonably  permit. 

We  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  fact  that  Guern- 
sey Memorial  Library  has  been  recognized  by  the  selec- 
tion of  our  librarian  as  secretary  of  the  New  York  Li- 
brary Association  who  has  served  as  such  during  the 
year  last  past  with  credit  to  this  city. 

Notwithstanding  the  war  the  library  has  prospered 
and  an  increased  appreciation  has  been  demonstrated. 
The  use  of  the  Law  Library  was  greater  than  ever  before. 
Again  the  names  of  Mrs.  William  B.  Guernsey,  the  donor 
of  the  library  building  and  grounds,  and  of  Mrs.  David 
L.  Follett  who  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Law  Library, 
should  be  mentioned  with  gratitude.  Again  I  call  atten- 
tion emphatically  to  the  necessity  for  a  modern  stone  or 
brick  library  building  for  housing  our  growing  libraries. 
The  danger  from  fire  is  ever  present.  If  fire  should  occur 
the  loss  could  not  be  replaced. 

The  war  so  far  as  actual  fighting  is  concerned,  is 
ended,  but  Chenango  County  has  given  the  lives  of  more 
than  a  score  of  her  best  and  most  gallant  sons.  There 
ought  to  be  erected  at  the  county  seat  of  Chenango  Coun- 
ty a  suitable  memorial  to  the  boys  from  Chenango  County 
who  entered  the  service  of  their  country,  some  of  whom 
will  never  return  and  some  of  whom  will  return  maimed 
for  life.  There  should  be  a  memorial  for  all.  Now  while 
the  sacrifices  and  devotion  of  these  soldiers  are  fresh  in 
the  minds  of  our  citizens  is  the  time  for  the  erection  of 
such  a  memorial.  Is  it  not  true  that  nothing  better  could 
l)e  done  than  to  erect  on  the  extensive  grounds  donated  by 
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Mrs.  Guernsey  a  suitable  library  building  with  suitable 
rooms  for  the  meeting  of  every  society  in  the  city  or  coun- 
ty which  has  educational  work  in  view.  In  many  cities 
and  villages  of  the  state  such  building's  are  in  contempla- 
tion and  their  erection  is  being  favorably  considered.  It 
is  recommended  to  and  urged  upon  the  citizens  of  this 
city  to  take  this  suggestion  under  favorable  consideration 
and  take  steps  immediately  for  the  erection  of  such  a 
memorial.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  appropriations 
from  the  city  and  Union  Free  School  District  would  be 
largely  supplemented  by  generous  individual  donations 
and  undoubtedly  by  a  contribution  from  the  county  itself. 

Respectfully, 

GEORGE  W.  RAY, 

President  Board  of  Education. 
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LIBRARIANS  REPORT 


July  1,  1918. 
To  the  Honorable,  The  Board  of  Education : 

Gentlemen:  There  is  submitted  herewith  the  fol- 
lowing report  upon  the  work  of  Guernsey  Memorial  Li- 
brary (being  library  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1, 
Town  and  City  of  Norwich,  N.  Y.,)  for  the  library  year 
July  1,  1917,  through  June  30,  1918,  and  the  work  now  in 
progress. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The  year  1918  brought  to  Guernsey  Memorial  Li- 
brary many  opportunities,  local,  state  and  national, 
which  have  not  heretofore  been  possibilities.  The  same 
conditions  which  brought  these  opportunities  brought  al- 
so obstacles  which  obstructed  to  some  extent  their  full 
<  development. 

Regardless  of  a  necessarily  depleted  clientele,  which 
might  have  been  brought  about  by  a  number  of  causes, — 
the  departure  for  the  front  of  young  men  of  draft  age 
many  of  whom  were  library  users,  and  of  our  high  school 
boys  and  girls  as  farm  cadets  or  as  boys  working  reserve, 
the  vast  amount  of  time  school  children  devoted  to  junior 
Red  Cross  which  ordinarily  was  devoted  to  library  books, 
the  long  hours  in  our  industries,  and  the  response  on  the 
part  of  our  women  to  the  demand  for  help  in  Red  Cross 
work  as  well  as  the  demand  for  workers  in  other  phases 
of  war  work  and  in  industry  and  business, — the  library's 
circulation  has  just  sustained  itself,  totaling  43,132  in 
comparison  to  42,850  of  1917,  while  the  number  of  new 
readers  registered  was  23  less  or  312,  the  volumes  in  the 
library  increasing  from  13,525  to  13,809. 

REGULAR  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  LINES  OF 

WORK. 

The  four  stations  or  distributing  agencies,  Guilford, 
North  Norwich,  Plymouth  and  the  Chenango  Valley 
Home,  remain  under  the  same  care  as  heretofore,  the 
work  of  each  being  curtailed  more  or  less  by  the  unusual 
conditions  of  the  year. 

The  pay  collection  purchased   98  new    volumes  at  a 
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cost  of  $104.57,  all  its  receipts.  This  purchase  was,  of 
course,  in  addition  to  and  outside  of  the  reported  expen- 
diture of  $257.68  for  books  and  $160.05  for  periodicals 
by  your  treasurer. 

The  duty  libraries  owe  to  the  children  of  their  city 
today  and  to  the  nation  through  the  children  is  clear  and 
pressing.  One  of  these  duties  is  the  story  hour  which  has 
proven  itself  here  as  elsewhere  the  true  and  tried  method 
of  interesting  younger  children  in  good  literature.  Be- 
cause of  the  various  epidemics  during  the  fall,  the  li- 
brary was  advised  not  to  start  the  work  until  Saturday 
afternoon,  January  12,  and  with  the  exception  of  one 
Saturday,  because  of  a  suspected  epidemic  of  scarlet  fe- 
ver, the  hours  were  continued  through  March  9,  thus  af- 
fording only  eight  afternoons  of  stories,  a  considerable 
reduction  from  the  number  of  former  years.  The  quality 
of  the  stories,  however  was  of  an  unusually  high  stan- 
dard, so  much  so  that  tiie  official  organ  of  library  work  in 
New  York  State,  New  York  Libraries,  deemed  their  pa- 
triotic character  worthy  of  favorable  mention.  All  stor- 
ies were  told  by  Mrs.  L.  M.  Donaldson,  Miss  Margaret  D. 
Newton  or  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Clark. 

The  library's  parlors  were  used  for  88  meetings 
Among  the  organizations  to  avail  themselves  of  such  use 
were  the  Norwich  Cornell  Study  Club,  Norwich  Nurses' 
Association,  Child  Welfare  Board  of  Chenango  County, 
Board  of  Almoners  of  the  Norwich  Hospital,  Ladies  Vil- 
lage Improvement  Association,  Chenango  County  Medi- 
cal Society,  District  Superintendent  of  Schools  Isbell  and 
her  teachers,  camp  fires  Winne-taska,  Cool-shag-na  and 
Minne-taska,  and  D.  A.  R.,  Fresh  Air  Work,  Liberty 
Loan  and  War  Savings  Stamp  Committees. 

The  only  new  equipment  provided  during  the  year 
consisted  of  a  book  truck. 

Various  batches  of  slides  from  the  Visual  Instruc- 
tion Department  of  the  State  of  New  Y'ork  upon  Paris, 
London,  Greece,  Yellowstone  National  Park,  St.  Law- 
rence Valley,  Evangeline  country,  and  Niagara  Falls 
were  obtained  during  the  winter  for  use  by  Dr.  Robert  L. 
Clark  for  his  series  of  interesting  and  original  lectures 
at  the  Broad  Street  church  wherein  effort  was  made  to 
familiarize  citizens  of  Norwich  with  countries  and  his- 
toric scenes  and  places  which  our  boys  would  see  en  route 
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to  the  front  line  trenches.  That  Dr.  Chirk  was  compelled 
to  diverge  from  his  original  plans  and  take  up  countries 
other  than  those  our  troops  might  pass  through  was  due 
to  lack  of  slides  in  the  Visual  Instruction  Department. 

WAR  WORK. 

It  would  seem  that  war  conditions  would  have  an  ad- 
verse effect  upon  libraries  and  library  work.  On  the  con- 
trary, however,  libraries  were  early  classed  among  the 
essentials.  The  results  of  the  year  have  proven  the  wis- 
dom of  such  classification.  True  war  time  economy  has 
had  to  be  exercised  since  the  cost  of  books  and  periodicals 
as  well  as  supplies  of  every  kind  and  nature  necessary  to 
the  work  has  steadily  advanced,  but  in  the  continual  pres- 
ence of  such  economy  Guernsey  Memorial  Library  was 
able  with  no  addition  to  its  staff,  to  meet  its  sustained 
circulation  and  to  meet,  also,  many  of  the  new  lines  of  en- 
deavor thrust  upon  it  by  the  Avar.  This  work  began  with 
the  beginning  of  Red  Cross  work  in  Norwich,  when  the  li- 
brary's parlors  became  headquarters  during  the  first  big 
Red  Cross  membership  campaign  week,  and  after  nearly 
6000  people  had  been  enrolled  in  the  county,  the  services 
of  the  Library's  cataloguers  were  given  to  aid  in  the  mak- 
ing and  filing  of  the  card  index  of  the  county  cnapter. 

Soon  one  duty  followed  another  in  behalf  of  the  gen- 
eral cause  of  the  war.  Through  the  personal  efforts  of  its 
hoard's  president,  Hon.  George  W.  Ray,  Guernsey  Me- 
morial Library  went  "over  the  top"  with  approximately 
$700.  (quota  $450.)  toward  the  fund  with  which  to  erect 
library  buildings  at  army  camps  and  cantonments  and 
thereafter  in  the  two  book  campaigns  to  supplement  the 
supply  of  reading  matter  to  soldiers  and  sailors,  here  and 
abroad,  Guernsey  Memorial  Library  again  went  "over 
the  top"  with  1800  books,  gifts  from  Norwich's  citizens 
which  were  forwarded  after  being  properly  plated,  pock- 
eted and  listed. 

Publications  aiding  every  movement  of  the  Govern- 
ment have  been  distributed  from  the  charging  counter 
and  advertising  slips  furthering  the  same  movements 
were  placed  in  books  leaving  the  library. 

Members  of  the  staff  have  not  only  subscribed  to  liber- 
ty loans,  to  war  savings  stamp  campaigns  but  have  made 
sweaters,  helmets  and  socks  for  the  men  at  the  front,  and 
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they  have  also  taken  active  part  in  these  campaigns. 

Posters,  maps  and  notices  have  been  displayed  on 
every  occasion  furthering  every  war  cause  and  every 
Government  need. 

Food  conservation  leaflets,  "war  garden' >  pamph- 
lets, canning  and  other  propaganda  were  circulated  free- 
ly, some  of  it  in  the  Italian  language,  bulletin  boards  and 
reading  lists  being  constantly  changed  to  meet  these  pur- 
poses. 

Saturday's  fines  have  each  week  been  deposited  in 
the  Red  Cross  box  for  surgical  dressings,  amounting  in 
all  to  $31.63. 

Magazines  were  solicited  and  turned  over  to  the  con- 
tingents as  they  left  the  city  until  the  rulings  of  the  War 
Department  requested,  among  other  things,  discontinu- 
ance. 

Files  of  all  county  newspapers  and  other  war  records 
are  being  collected  for  the  State  Library  at  Albany  as 
well  as  our  own  library. 

The  patriotic  posters  prepared  by  pupils  under  the 
training  of  Miss  Harriet  L.  Green  in  the  High  School, 
and  displayed  in  our  children's  room  made  a  very  inter- 
esting exhibit. 

Whatever  Guernsey  Memorial  Library  has  been  able 
to  do  in  these  general  interests,  the  real  service  that  it 
has  perhaps  rendered  the  Government  has  been  its  con- 
tinuous and  devoted  service  in  its  own  field,  that  of  sup- 
plying literature, — it  may  be  to  those  who  seek  to  know 
why  we  are  at  war  or  how  I  can  best  save, — but  we  hope  it 
has  all  been  in  the  interest  of  patriotism  and  a  better  cit- 
izenship. 

CONCLUSION. 

As  a  war  time  economy  this  report  is  made  extreme- 
ly brief  and  much  is  necessarily  omitted.  And  as  a  fur- 
ther war  time  economy  all  statistics  have  been  placed  in 
the  table  appended  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

Appreciation'  of  the  support  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion and  the  loyalty  of  my  co-workers  is  again  herewith 
emphasized  and  expressed. 

Respectfully, 

N.  LOUISE  RUCKTESHLER, 

Librarian. 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


July  1,  1918. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  David  L.  Fol- 
lett  Memorial  (Supreme  Court)  Law  Library: 

Gentlemen:  There  is  submitted  herewith  a  brief 
statement  in  relation  to  the  David  L.  Follett  Memorial 
(Supreme  Court)  Law  Library  for  the  library  year  Julv 
1,  1917  through  June  30,  1918. 

The  number  of  books  has  increased  from  8478  to  8635 
and  although  a  reference  library,  the  circulation  has  in- 


creased from  173  to  185. 

Receipts. 

County  tax  (Supervisors  appropriation)  __$  800.00 
State  grants   532.96 


Total   $1,332.96 

Expenditures. 

Books  $  466.96 

Periodicals   66.00 

Guernsey    Library   for  heat,   light,  rooms, 
janitor  and  librarian  service   800.00  ' 


Total  $1,332.96 


Respectfully, 

N.  LOUISE  RUCKTESHLER, 

Librarian. 
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DONORS 

While  there  were  nu  large  gifts  during  the  year  we 
are  indebted  and  acknowledgements  have  been  made  to 
the  following  resident  or  county  citizens  and  organiza- 
tions for  books  or  magazines: 

Afton  Enterprise 
Allds,  Hon.  Jotham  P. 
Amicus  Aerie  No.  1043  F.  O.  E. 
Bainbridge  Republican 
Barnes,  Mrs.  Paris  U. 
Beebe,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  L. 
Burchard,  Mrs.  Leonard 
Burwell,  Miss  Bertha 
Chapman — Turner  Co. 
Chase,  Mrs.  Lula  E. 
Chenango  American 

Chenango  County  Farm  Bureau  Association 

Chenango  Union 

Cushman,  Mrs.  D.  B. 

Donaldson,  Mrs.  L.  M. 

Doran,  Robert  J. 

Fowlston,  Mrs.  Floyd  W. 

Galpin,  Prof.  Benjamin 

Gasten^  Miss  Dora 

Goodrich,  Mrs.  N.  B. 

Gregory,  Mrs.  Hubert 

Gustafson,  Miss  Grace  E. 

Guy,  Don 

Higley,  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Hicks,  John  H. 
Isbell,  Miss  Mary  L. 
Jennings,  Dr.  Walter  B. 
Keating  Co.,  Martin 
Kreis,  Mrs.  Phillip 
Lathrop,  Miss  Carrie 
Loupe,  Mrs.  D.  A. 
Mahoney,  David  J. 
Mallory,  Fred 
Mitchell,  Miss  Sally  S. 
Musson,  E.  F. 

New  York  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company. 

Newton,  Miss  Jean 

Norwich  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Norwich  Pharmacal  Company 

Norwich  Publishing  Company 

Oxford  Review-Times 

Packer,  Miss  Sarah  L. 

Payne,  George  W. 
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Phelps,  Miss  Minnn 

Rathbun,  C.  E. 

Ray,  Hon.  George  W. 

Ray,  Mrs.  George  W. 

Sanford,  Mrs.  Walter  (Sherburne) 

Sherburne  News 

Skinner,  Harvey 

South  New  Berlin  Bee 

Story,  Mrs.  George  R. 

Sullivan,  Mrs.  May  B. 

Sullivan,  Wm.  H. 

Taylor,  Miss  Alice  PerLee  (Smyrna) 
Thorpe,  Frank  E. 

Willing  Workers  Circle  of  Methodist  Church. 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  First  Baptist  Church 
Yale,  Miss  Nellie. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  those  who  contributed  to  the 
first  Library  War  Service  Campaign  during  the  week  of 
September  22, 1917  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  fund 
for  providing  libraries  for  the  various  United  States 
Army  cantonments  and  Training  Camps  for  soldiers  and 
sailors,  with  .the  amounts  pledged  and  paid. 


Ames,  C.  D.  $  2.00 

Ames,  Clarence  F.   .50 

Ames,  Fred  L.    1.00 

Anderson  &  Potter    5.00 

Babcock  Co.,  L.  &  A.   10.00 

Babcock,  Linn  H.    15.00 

Baker,  Mrs.  M.  C.    1.00 

Beardsley,  W.  E.    5.00 

Belden,  Mrs.  Julia   1.00 

Bell,  Miss  Clara    1.00 

B'ennett,  Chas.  K.    2.00 

Bishop,  Noah  L.    5.00 

Bixby,  J.  J.    15.00 

Blatter,  Eugene  W.    .35 

Bonney,  N.  P.    15.0^ 

Borden  Condensed  Milk  Co.,  employees.  C.  H. 

Corey,  Captain   32.40 

Bramer,  A.  J.   5.00 

Breese  Co.,  The  William    5.00 

Brooks,  Miss  Ethel  M.   1  00 

Brooks,  R.  D.    2.00 

Brown,  Ivon  N.    .25 

Browne,  Frank  P.   1.00 

Buell,  Mrs.  James    .25 

Carr,  Norman   5.00 
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Carter,  Miss  Irene  L.  '   .25 

Carter,  T.  D.   3.00 

Case,  Miss  Emma  L.   .25 

Ckadwick,  Miss  Helen  R.    .10 

Chapman — Turner  Co.   10.00 

Clark,  Miss  Miriam    .10 

Clark,  P.  L.   5.00 

Clark,  Rev.  Robert  L.    1.00 

Clinton,  Eugene    5.00 

Cool-shag-na  Camp  Fire   12.00 

Corey,  C.  H.    5.00 

Cossart,  Mrs.  K.  M.  -   .25 

Cossart,  Miss  Mollie   .25 

Cowles  &  Keeler   5.00 

Crandall,  Mrs.  Caroline    .50 

Cushman,  Daniel  B.   5.00 

Cushman,  Edward   .15 

D.  A.  R.  Capt.  John  Harris  Chapter   10.00 

Davis,  Mrs.  Lida   .25 

Dibble,  B.  H.    2.00 

Dickerson,  Mrs.  John    .25 

Duff,  Miss  Ruby    .25 

Duffy,  J.  W.    1.00 

Dunne,  Dr.  Chas.  M.    5.00 

Dunne,  W.  H.    10.00 

Eaiton,  Mrs.  M.  C.    .25 

Eaton,  Robert  D.    20.00 

Eaton,  R.  S.  i   5.00 

Flanagan,  J.  S.   5.00 

Follett,  Mrs.  Geo   .30 

Follett,  H.  R.    1.00 

Friedman>  Morris   ,   5.00 

Friend    1.00 

G-alpin,  Miss  Ella    .25 

Gibbs,  A.  D.    1.00 

Gasten,  William   5.00 

Gibson,  S.  J.   5.00 

Gladding,  Albert  F.    15.00 

Green,  Wm.  H.    .2  J 

Gregory,  Hawley  O.   5.00 

Gustafson,  Miss  Grace  E.   1.00 

Hadley,  Mrs.    .10 

Halbert,  A.  E.    1.00 

Hale,  H.  O.    5.00 

Hanrahan  &  Holmes    5.00 

Hartigan,  Mrs.  Gertiude  G.   .25 

Hartigan,  W.  C.   5.00 

Hewitt,  Henry    1,00 

Hickok,  L.  S.    5.00 
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Hicks,  John  H.    5.1)0 

Higley,  H.  H.    5.00 

Hill,  Miss  Margaret   .50 

Hubbard  &  Son,  B.  F.   5.00 

Hughson  &  Hand   5.00 

Hunt,  Mrs.  Irving  E.    .10 

Hyde,  I.  H.    2.00 

Ingraham,  Mrs.  Ruth    .25 

Jewett,  Mrs.  Amelia    .10 

Johnson,  William    1.00 

Jones,  S.  A.    5.00 

Judd,  Chester  W.    1.00 

Keating,  M.  W.    2.00 

Kirkby,  Mrs.  Mildred    .10 

Lally,  Mrs.  Hattie   1.00 

Lannon,  J.  H.    2.00 

Latham,  Charles  H.    10.00 

Lathrop,  Miss  Carrie   .25 

Lee,  David  F.   5.00 

LeTarte,  J.  A.    5.00 

Lewis,  Miss  Gladys  W.   .05 

Lewis,  Neil  D.    5.00 

Lewis,  W.  A.    1.00 

Little,  Frederick    .10 

Lorimer,  Mrs.  W.  E.  (N.  Norwich)    .10 

McNitt,  C.  C.    2.00 

McNitt,  Dr.  H.  W.    5.00 

Maine,  Mrs.  C.  L.   .15 

Mallory,  F.  L.    2.00 

Manley,  Dr.  Thos.   5.00 

Marquis,  J.  B.    15.00 

Marsh,  Miss  Addie  M.    1.00 

Mason,  Wm.    5.00 

Moore,  Edward  S.    5.00 

Nash,  Charles  G.   10.00 

Nash,  E.  L.   5.00 

Naumann,  Miss  Vera  A.  L   .25 

Newton,  Mrs.  H.  D.    15.00 

Newton,  Miss  Margaret  D.    1.00 

Norwich  Gas  &  Electric  Co.    10.00 

Norwich  Knitting  Co.  employees,  Samuel  A. 

Seddon,  Captain    35.90 

Norwich  Pharmacal  Co.    20.00 

O.  &  W.  employees,  W.  W.  Daley,  captain   6.00 

O'Hara,  Frederick    .10 

Packer,  Miss  Sar.  h  L.    1.00 

Parks,  Mrs  George   2.00 

Payne,  Geo.  W.    2.00 

Peck,  C.  M.    .25 
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Peterson,  Nea   2.00 

Powell,  F.  S.    5.00 

Quinn,  Richard  C.    10.00 

Ray.  George  W.    15.00 

Ray.  J.  Johnson    5.00 

Read,  O.  A.   .50 

Reese,  George  W.   3.00 

Reynolds,  Burton  E.   2.00 

Reynolds,  Thompson  &  Robinson   5.00 

Rindge,  R.  E.    5.00 

Robbins,  Mrs.  Geo.  W.   .15 

Rounds  &  Allen   2.00 

Ruckteshler,  Geo.  H.    3.00 

Ruckteshler,  Miss  N.  Louise   5.00 

Schneider,  Carl  H.    3.00 

Schorn,  F.  Joe   5.00 

Scott,  Walter    1.00 

Seeley,  Miss  Minnie  L.    1.00 

Selkowitz,  Sam   2.00 

Shepardson,  W.  A.    1.00 

Simmons,  J.  D.    3.00 

Skinner,  Harvey    .05 

Smith,  H.  H.    .50 

Smith,  J.  H.    5.00 

Stewart,  J.  G.    2.00 

Stewart,  Dr.  John  H.   10.00 

Stewart,  Mrs.  John  H.    2.00 

Stewart,  S.  S.   10.00 

Stirrat,  R.  W.   .25 

Stofer  R.  C.    5.00 

Sturges,  A.  D.   5.00* 

Southworth,  W.  D.    1.00 

Sullivan,  Miss  Gertrude  M.    1.00 

Teachers — Norwich  Public  Schools    23.50 

Thompson,  Otis  A.    5.00 

Tillman  Irving  J.    10.00 

Turner,  J.  B.-   5.00 

Wakefield,  Mrs.  W.  F.   .50 

Weller,  Mrs.  O.  A.    .50 

Wightman,  A.  H.   2.00 

Wilbur,  W.  F.    5.00 

Wilcox,  Hubert    .10 

Young,  Mrs.  A.  E.    .10 

Zuber  &  Mi  11  spa  ugh    10.00 


Total  $717.05 

Of  the  total  $717.05  all  but  $7.50  has  been  paid  in 
and  forwarded  to  headquarters  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Those  who  gave  books  or  magazines  for  the  Army 
and  Navy  were : 

Adams,  Miss  Gladys,  (N.  Norwich). 
Ainsworth>  Mrs.  F.  S. 
Aldrich,  Mrs.  H.  E. 
Aldrich,  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Allds,  Hon.  Jolham  P. 
Andrews,  Mrs.  L.  A.  (Pitcher). 
B'abcock,  Mrs.  L.  H. 
Bacon,  Mrs.  George 
Barker,  W.  H. 
Barr,  Mrs.  Alice  M. 
Beals,  Miss  Abby 
Beardsley,  Mrs.  L.  A. 
Beebe,  Mrs.  L.  Elizabeth 
Bell,  Miss  Clara 
Bell,  Mrs.  Flora 
Benedict,  Mrs,  Fred 
Bennett,  Miss  Ella 
Bennett?  Rev.  Manning 
Bishop,  Miss  Cora 
Bixby,  J.  J. 
Blakely,  Mrs.  M.  M. 
Bliven,  Mrs.  Jane 
Bliven,  Mrs.  Lillian 
Bolt,  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Bonney,  N.  P. 
Borden,  Mrs.  Elmer 
Bosworth,  Mrs.  Katherine  J. 
Boy  Scouts,  Troop  1,  Guilford 
Boy  Scouts,  Troop  1,  Norwich 
Boyd,  Miss  Annie  S. 
Breed;  Mrs.  John 
Brooks,  Mrs.  C.  G. 
Brooks,  Miss  Esther 
Brooks,  Miss  Gladys 
Brooks,  Leroy 
Brooks,  Mrs.  Nettie 
Brooks,  Mrs.  Ransom  D. 
Brossway,  Miss  Nellie 
Brown,  Mrs.  Emma 
Browne,  Mrs.  Frank 

Browning,  Miss  Madeline  (S.  Plymouth) 
Buell,  Mrs.  James  B. 
Burr,  Mrs.  Jennie 
Burr,  Vernon 
Burrell,  Mrs.  George 
Butts,  Mrs.  Joseph 
Cadogan,  James 
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Camp(  Mrs.  Earl 
Chambers,  Mrs.  P.  R. 
Chapman,  Miss  Alice 
Chapman,  Mr;.  C.  B. 
Chapman,  W.  Porter 
Chapman,  Mrs.  R.  C. 
Chase,  Mrs.  Lula  E. 
Clark,  Mrs.  Harry. 
Clark,  P.  L. 
Clarke,  H.  W. 
Clarke,  Mrs.  Maude 
Clinton,  Eugene 
Close,  Mrs.  E.  L. 

Colwell,  Miss  Viola  (S.  New  Berlin) 

Cool-shag-na  Camp  Fire 

Coon,  Mrs.  Foster 

Cossart,  Miss  Mollie 

Coy,  Mrs  Charles 

Crane,  Mrs.  Ruth 

Croll,  Miss  Nettie 

Crumb,  Mrs.  Alice 

Darke,  Mrs.  C.  O. 

Davis,  Mrs.  Flora 

Davis,  Mrs.  George 

Davis,  Mrs.  Lida 

Davis,  Mrs.  Ray 

Decker,  Mrs.  J.  M. 

Dodge,  Mrs.  Eva 

Donaldson,  Mrs.  L.  M. 

Donaldson,  Mrs.  N.  S. 

Doolittle,  Mrs.  Dan 

Do-Your-Bit-Club  (Guilford) 

Drake,  Mrs.  J.  B. 

Eaton,  Mrs.  G.  C. 

Eaton,  Miss  Leona 

Eaton,  Mrs.  P  D 

Fagley,  Mrs.  D.  W. 

Felton,  Mrs.  Ellen  A. 

Field,  S.  O. 

Follett,  Miss  Catherine 
Foote,  Miss  Margaret 
Ford,  Morris 
Forsythe,  Kenneth 
Fort,  Miss  Lillian  O. 
Fowlson,  Mrs.  Floyd  W. 
Francisco,  Miss  Florence 
Fuller,  Mrs.  Nellie  G. 
Gale,  Mrs.  B.  A. 
Galpin,  Prof.  Benjamin 
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Gaston,  Mrs.  William 
Gibbs,  Mrs.  A.  D. 
Gibson,  Mrs.  S.  J. 
Gifford,  Miss  Anna 
Gifford,  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Glasgow,  Mrs.  Ellen  G. 
Gorton,  Mrs.  S.  0. 
Gorton,  Mrs.  T.  R. 
Greene,  Mrs.  E.  J. 
Greene,  Mrs.  Etta  J. 
Green,  Miss  Harriet 
Green,  Llewellyn 
Green,  Mrs.  N.  L. 
Grimm,  Miss  Louise 
Gucker,  Miss  Belle 
Harrington,  George 
Harris,  Miss  Polly 
Hart,  Mrs.  W.  S. 
Hartigan,  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Haynes,  J.  J. 
Hershey}  Mrs.  A.  N. 
Hewitt,  Mrs.  Henry 
Hicks,  Mrs.  John  H. 
Higley,  Mrs.  Homer  H. 
Higley,  Miss  Sarah 
Hill,  Miss  Mary 
Hoag,  Miss  L.  Susie 
Hodge,  Miss  L.  Anna 
Holden,  Arthur 
Holmes,  Mrs.  Mert 
Hultzen,  C.  H. 
Hunt,  Mrs.  Mert  L. 
Ireland,  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Ireland,  Mrs.  Cornelia 
Isbell,  Miss  Mary  L. 
Jackson,  Orrin 
Jewell,  Mrs.  T.  A. 
Johns,  S.  E. 
Johnson>  Mrs.  Nellie  W. 
Jones,  Mrs.  Bessie  H. 
Jones,  Mrs.  Olin 
Jones,  S.  E. 
Judd,  Miss  Beatrice 
Kelly,  F.  A.  (Coventry) 
Keough,  Mrs.  C.  E. 
Kenyon,  Mrs.  E.  R. 
King,  Mrs.  Aria 
Kirkby.  Mrs.  L.  J. 
Kirkby,  Miss  Susie 
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Kreis,  Mrs.  Philip 

Lagnaz,  Miss  Alice  E. 

Lamb,  Miss  Lois 

Latham,  Miss  Cassie 

Lathrop,  Miss  Carrie 

Leslie,  Mrs.  George 

Lewis,  Mrs.  Charles  V.  (Preston) 

Lincoln,  Miss  Ruth  P. 

Little,  Mrs.  Harriet 

Lorimer,  Mrs.  W.  E. 

Loomis,  Mrs.  Bertha 

Loomis,  Mrs.  Oscar  A. 

Loomis,  Mrs.  W.  B. 

Lull,  Miss  Haittie  (McDonough) 

Lyon,  Mrs.  E.  B. 

Lyon,  Miss  Margaret 

McCaw,  Mrs.  W.  J. 

McCullough,  Mrs.  John  G. 

MacMillan,  Rev.  H.  R. 

McNitt,  Mrs.  Frances 

Main,  Miss  Ada 

Manley,  Masters  Donald  and  Tommy 

Manley,  Miss  Margaret 

Manning,  T.  J. 

Manwarring,  Miss  Belle 

Marquis,  Dr.  Anna  White 

Marquis,  Miss  Fanny 

Marshall,  Master  Richard 

Mason,  Miss  Sarah  E. 

Mathews,  Mrs.  Orvel 

Mathewson,  Mrs.  E. 

Mathewson,  Miss  Lydia 

May,  Mrs.  U.  E. 

Meola,  Mrs.  John  B. 

Mitchell,  Mrs.  Nettie  C. 

Mitchell,  Miss  Sally 

Moore,  Mrs.  Jane 

Mundy,  Mrs.  A. 

Mundy,  Miss  Lydia 

Murphy,  Miss  Margaret 

Nash,  Mrs.  Charles  G. 

Nash,  Mrs.  E.  L. 

Naumann,  Miss  Dorothy 

Newton,  Miss  Ethel 

Newton,  Mrs.  Jane  V.  M. 

Newiton,  Miss  Jean 

Nicholson,  Mrs.  G.  H.  (Preston). 

Norton,  Mrs.  L.  A. 

Norwich  Club 
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O'Hara,  Mrs.  James 
O'Neil,  Mrs.  I.  D. 
Ormsby,  Mrs.  B.  J. 
Packer,  Miss  Sarah  L. 
Palmer,  Mr.  Warren 
Parker,  Miss  Belle 
Parker,  Mrs.  Clarence 
Parsons,  Min.  Jane 
Payne,  Mrs.  Geo.  W. 
Peet,  Mrs.  Mortimer 
Peterson;  Mrs.  Nes. 
Phelps,  Miss  Minna,  (Estate) 
Phetteplace,  Mrs.  Orson 
Phetteplace,  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Pinney,  S.  W. 
Price,  Mrs.  F.  E. 
Race,  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Rathbun,  Mrs.  C.  E. 
Ray,  Mrs.  Geo.  W. 
Read,  O.  A. 
Reed,  Mrs.  John  O.  H. 
Reed,  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Reynolds,  Mrs.  Betsy 
Rindge,  Mrs.  R.  E. 
Robinson(  Mrs.  John  C. 
Rogers,  Miss  Ardella 
Round  Robin  Club 
Ruckteshler,  Miss  N.  Louise 
Sage,  W.  A. 
Scott,  Walter 
Seeley,  Mrs.  A.  W. 
Shattuck,  Mrs.  David 
Shatfcuck,  Miss  Ruth 
Sherman,  Miss  Esther 
Sherman,  Mrs.  May 
Short,  Mrs.  H.  L. 

Silvernail,  Miss  Fay  (N.  Norwich). 

Sisson,  Miss  Sadie 

Skillman,  Miss  Lucy 

Smith,  Mrs.  Carl  B. 

Smith,  George  H. 

Smith>  Mrs.  Homer 

Smith,  Mrs.  Martha 

Smith,  Mrs.  Walter  J. 

Snow,  Mrs.  C.  M. 

Snow,  Mrs.  Warren 

Soper,  Mrs.  H.  B. 

Southworth,  Mrs.  W.  D. 

Spencer,  Herbert 
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Springgtead,  Rev.  J.  A. 

Springstead,  Mrs.  Mary  E. 

Squires,  Miss  Mabel 

Stebbins,  Harry 

Stebbins,  Miss  Vernette 

Steward,  Mrs.  W.  B. 

Stofer,  Miss  Helen 

Story,  Mrs.  George  R. 

Stratton,  Mrs.  Howard 

Sturdevant,  Mrs.  Jos. 

Sumner  Mrs.  Fred  I. 

Switzer,  Miss  Lorene 

Taylor,  Mrs.  Ellen 

Taylorj  Master  Everett 

Taylor,  Mrs.  Ida  P. 

Terwilliger,  Mrs.  Mary 

Thomas,  Mrs.  Geo.  A. 

Thompson,  Raymond 

Thorpe,  Miss  Mary 

Tillman,  Mrs.  I.  .D. 

Titus,  Mrs.-H.  J. 

Titus,  Mrs.  J. 

Torrey,  Mrs.  Vesta  R. 

Turner,  Mrs.  Henry 

Turner,  Mrs.  J.  B. 

Tuttle,  Frank 

Tuttle,  Miss  Mary  C. 

VanderVeer,  Miss  Marjory 

Wait,  Mrs.  Ambrose  M. 

Walker,  L.  H. 

Ward,  Mrs.  Harry 

Waters,  Mrs.  Amelia 

Waters,  Mrs.  George 

Waters,  Mrs.  Maynard 

Wassung,  Prof.  Frank  R. 

Webb,  Mrs.  W.  .A.  (Beaver  Meadow) 

Wells,  Mrs.  Everitt  B.  . 

Westcott,  Dr.  J.  H. 

Whitcomb,  Mrs.  M.  A. 

White,  Miss  Ruth 

WTightman,  Mrs.  Nellie 

Wilbur,  Mrs.  M.  E. 

Wilbur,  Miss  Grace 

Wilcox,  Dr.  Earl 

Willey,  Miss  Ellen 

Wilson,  Mrs.  Warren 

Woodland,  Mrs.  S.  C. 

Woodworth,  Mrs.  R.  Leon 

Y.  M.  C.  A. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 


July  1, 1918. 
To  the  Honorable,  The  Board  of  Education: 

Gentlemen:  Herewith  is  respectfully  submitted  the  re- 
port of  your  treasurer  for  Guernsey  Memorial  Library 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1918. 

Receipts. 


School  taxation  $1,000.00 

Guernsey  Fund   1   893.50 

State  grants    177.12 

Fines  etc.  from  Miss  Ruckteshler  libarian   35.42 

From  Mr.  Nash,    county  treasurer,  Follettt 

Library  maintenance  _.   800.00 

Miscellaneous    106.70 


Total  received   (  $3,012.74 

Cash  on  hand  July  1,  1917   954.22 


Total  moneys   $3,966.96 

Expenditures 

Books   $  257.68 

Binding    211.45 

Periodicals    160.05 

Salaries,  library  service    1,095.85 

Salary,  janitor,  aside  from  house  rent   168.90 

Fuel  and  light   329.13 

Permanent  improvements    447.45 

Other  expenses   583.23 


Total  expended  $3,253.74 

Cash  on  hand  June  30,  1918   713.22 


Total  moneys   $3,966.96 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HOMER  H.  HIGLEY, 

Treasurer. 
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APPENDIX 


Statistics. 

(Arranged  in  accordance  with  the  form  adopted  by  the  Council  of 
the  American  Library  Association  tor  purposes  of  comparison  of  an- 
nual statistical  information.) 

Annual  report,  year  ended  June  30,  1918. 

Name  of  library — Guernsey  Memorial  Library. 

City — Norwich;  State — New  York. 

Population  served  (latest  statistics)  8,345. 

Terms  for  use — Free  from  lending  and  reference. 

Total  number  of  agencies — 44. 

Consisting  of — Central  Library. 

Schools,  local — 5  (or  44  school  room  collections). 
Schools,  rural — 34. 

Institutions — 1, — Chenango  Valley  Home. 

Distributing  agencies  outside  the  city — 3, — at  Guilford 
North  Norwich  and  Plymouth. 
Number  of  days  open  during  year  (central  library) — 303. 
Hours  open  each  week  for  lending — 48. 
Hours  open  each  week  for  reading — 48. 


Adult 

Juvenile 

Total 

Number  of  vols,  at  beginning  of  year  

12144 

1381 

13525 

Number  of  vols,    added  during    year  by 

purchase 

170 

52 

222 

Number  of  vols,  added  during  year  by  gift 

or  exchange  _ 

126 

11 

137 

Number  of  vols,  added  during  year  by  bind- 

ing material  not  otherwise  counted  

165 

7 

172 

Number  of  vols,  lost  or  withdrawn  during 

the  year  _ 

200 

47 

247 

Total  number  at  end  of  year 

12405 

1404 

13809 
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Number  of  vols,  of  fiction  lent  for  home  use 
Total  number  of  vols,  lent  for  home  use. 
Number  of  vols,  sent  to  agencies.  


Adult    Juvenile  Total 

16513 
18651 

6478 
11053 

22391 
31388 
7127 

Other  circulation—  Periodical  (unbound)    3964 

Pictures  and  clippings    456 

Law  library    185 

Medical    library    12 

Total   circulation   43132 


Number  of  borrowers  registered  during  year 
Total  number  of  registered  borrowers  


Adult    Juvenile  Total 

169 

143 

312 
4883 

Registration  period  years — Since  July  14,  1906. 

Number  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  currently  received — 89. 

Number  of  persons  using  library  for  reading  and  study — 15761. 


Receipts 

Unexpended  balance   $  954.22 

Local  taxation    1000.00 

State  grants    177.12 

Endowment  funds    893.50 

Membership  Fees  

Fines  and  sales  of  publi- 
cations   35:42 

Gifts   

Duplicate  pay  collections  104.57 
Other  sources     (If  extra- 
ordinary, enumerate 

and  state  objects)  __  906.70 


Total    $4071.53 


Payments. 

Maintenance : 

Books   $  362.25 

Periodicals    160.05 

Binding    211.45 

Salaries^  Library  service   1095.85 

Salaries,   janitor  service, 

his  house  rent  and   168.90 

Heat   329.13 

Light   

Other  maintenance   583.23 

Rent   

Total  maintenance   $2910.86 

Extraordinary,      such  as: 

Sites  

New  Buildings   

Additions  to  buildings  

Other  unusual  expenses  __ 
Permanent   improvementr  447.45 


Total  $3358.31 
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THE  L1BKAEY  PACE 

In  the  Catalog  of  the  Norwich 
Public  Schools 


AUGUST  1,  1918 
Norwich,  New  York 


Guernsey  Memorial  Library  Report 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

Guernsey  Memorial  Library  is  library  of  Union  Free  School,  \ 
District  No.  1,  City  of  Norwich,  N.  Y.,  and  has  existed  as  such 
since  its  establishment  in  the  Guernsey  homestead  in  the  autumn 
of  1902.  Its  aim  has  always  been  for  a  better  school  library  and 
better  school  library  facilities  to  the  end  that  the  work  of  teachers 
and  the  study  and  reading  of  pupils  might  be  carried  on  in  a 
laboratory  fitted  and  adapted  to  their  needs.  Having  in  mind  the 
fact  that  the  public  school  is  the  place  where  citizens  are  made 
and  where  habits  are  formed,  Guernsey  Library  has  also  always  '] 
aimed  that  the  students  of  Norwich  High  School  acquire  the  library 
habit  and  acquire  in  addition,  some  knowledge  of  the  use  of  li- 
brary books,  tools  and  resources.  If  it  has  not  succeeded  in  ac- 
complishing this  it  has  failed  in  its  purpose. 

Collateral  Reading 

As  in  former  years  classes  in  English  and  history  have  con-  'l 
siderable  reference  work  and  collateral  reading  to  do,  but  it  has 
seemed  the  presence  of  the  students  of  these  classes  and  those  of  ; 
the  teachers'  training  class  as  well  has  this  year  been  more  notice- 
able and  that  they  have  come  in  greater  numbers  and  have  re- 
mained for  longer  library  periods.    To  spend  a  school  period  in  ■ 
the  library  has  come  to  be  considered  a  legitimate  use  of  school 
time.    For  the  library  this  means  a  new  responsibility, — it  must 
prove  that  what  it  can  give  pupils  in  such  a  period  is  of  real  value 
in  school  work,  in  initiative  and  individuality.    Reservations  of 
special  shelves  of  books,  magazines,  pamphlets,  or  whatever  ma- 
terial desired,  has  been  gladly  made,  and  at  the  request  or  co- 
operation of  Mrs.  Johnson,  Miss  Kirkby,  Miss  Thompson,  Miss 
Stofer  and  Miss  McAllister. 


War  Work 


The  honor  roll  of  Norwich  High  School  was  transferred  by- 
Superintendent  S.  J.  Gibson  in  June,  1917,  to  one  of  the  bulletin 
boards  of  the  library  and  left  there  during  the  summp~  vacation. 
Many  citizens  took  the  opportunity  to  view  not  alone  the  artistic 
ability  of  those  who  executed  it  but  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
youth  of  the  city  of  Norwich  who  were  the  first  to  offer  their  serv- 
ice to  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  world  war. 

Soon  after  schools  opened  in  early  October,  when  Guernsey 
Memorial  Library  undertook  to  raise  its  quota  of  money  for  Li- 
brary War  Service,  the  teacn<ers  contributed  $25  for  this  purpose. 
And,  a  few  weeks  later,  when  the  library  began  collecting  gift 
books  for  soldiers  and  sailors,  the  superintendent,  principal  and 
many  of  the  teachers  contributed  in  large  numbers. 

One  exhibit  of  patriotic  posters  prepared  by  the  pupils  under 
the  guidance  of  Miss  Harriet  Green  was  conspicuously  displayed 
and  called  forth  many  expressions  of  commendation  from  the 
public. 

Story  Hour 

If  the  surest  road  to  World  Peace  is  World  Knowledge,  no 
time  could  be  more  propitious  than  during  the  past  year  to  pre- 
sent to  the  672  children  of  our  schools  who  gathered  at  Guernsey 
Memorial  Library  on  eight  Saturday  afternoons,  stories  of  patrio- 
tism and  stories  about  international  men  and  ideals,  of  France, 
Pershing  and  the  European  war,  and  of  Revolutionary  and  Civil 
war  days.  For  the  pleasure  that  was  afforded  the  children,  the 
pleasure  not  expressed  in  words  but  which  a  child  feels  and  which 
unconsciously  broadens  his  sympathies  and  his  human  interest, 
we  are  indebted  to  Miss  Margaret  Newton,  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Clark  and 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Donaldson. 


Circulation 


During  the  last  five  days  of  the  school  year  the  library  staff 

is  kept  busy  receiving  the  returned  books.  To  facilitate  the  work 
this  year  an  extra  opening  of  the  library  was  made  for  three  morn- 
ings. The  library's  interest  in  the  affair  and  the  appreciation  of 
the  teachers  were  both  very  satisfactory.  When  schools  open  each 
September  the  library  staff  has  another  very  busy  week  charging 
books  for  the  various  school  rooms.  The  circulation  during  the 
past  five  years  to  the  45  teachers,  has  been: 


For  the  school  year  ending  June  1914   7,092 

For  the  school  year  ending  June  1915   7,791 

For  the  school  year  ending  June  1916   6,853 

For  the  school  year  ending  June  1917   6,505 

For  the  school  year  ending  June  1918   6,253 


That  the  circulation  should  decrease  this  year  is  right  and 
proper.  School  children  have  had  their  Junior  Red  Cross,  their 
work  in  behalf  of  war  savings  stamps,  liberty  bonds  and  other  war 
activities,  and  to  accomplish  so  much  war  work  some  of  their  other 
work  has  had  to  suffer.  Whether  it  be  a  sacrifice  of  reading  and 
study  or  a  sacrifice  of  other  duties,  libraries  and  schools  cannot 
today  justify  existence  without  assuming  some  share  in  the  great 
mass  of  war  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  LOUISE  RUCKTESHLER, 

Librarian. 


GUERNSEY  MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY 

AND 

THE  DAVID  L.  FOLLETT  MEMORIAL 
(SUPREME  COURT)  LAW  LIBRARY 

REPORTS 
Beginning  July  1 ,  1918 
Ending  June  30,  1919 


NORWICH,  NEW  YORK 
1919 


GUERNSEY  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 

Hon.  Greorge  W.  Ray,  LL.  D.,  President 

William  Mason,  Clerk 

William  C.  Hartigan 

Daniel  B.  Cnshman 

Michael  Finigan 

Frank  V.  Fernalld 

Otis  A.  Thompson 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 
Frank  R.  Wassung,  Ph.  M. 


DAVID  L.  FOLLETT  MEMORIAL  (SUPREME 
COURT)  LAW  LIBRARY 
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PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 

July  1,  1919. 

To  the  taxpayers  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1, 
Town  and  City  of  Norwich,  N.  Y.,  and  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  New  York  and  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors of  the  County  of  Chenango: 

Your  attention  is  once  more  invited  to  the  magnifi- 
cent work  being  done  in  our  community  by  Guernsey 
Memorial  Library  as  shown  by  the  report  of  the  libra- 
rian which  is  annexed  hereto. 

Library  work  is  one  of  the  most  important  if  not 
the  most  important  and  essential  educational  factor  in 
use  at  the  present  day.  This  work  is  being  extended  in 
all  sections  of  the  world  and  in  all  parts  of  our  land. 
Library  work  in  connection  with  our  armies  over  the  sea 
during  the  continuance  of  the  World  War  had  a  most 
marked  influence  on  the  discipline,  loyalty  and  effective- 
ness of  our  soldiers.  The  fact  is  now  being  extensively 
published  that  the  armies  of  the  LTnited  States  won  the 
final  victory  in  the  fight  that  was  followed  by  the  armis- 
tice and  the  surrender  of  Germany. 

One  year  ago  in  the  published  annual  report  of 
Guernsey  Memorial  and  David  L.  Follett  Memorial  (Su- 
preme Court)  Law  libraries  it  Was  suggested  and  urged 
that  a  much  needed  fireproof  library  building  be  erected 
on  the  Guernsey  homestead  grounds  and  that  it  take  the 
form  of  a  memorial  building  which  should  be  a  memorial 
to  the  soldiers  and  sailors  from  Chenango  Countv  who 
gave  their  lives  in  all  wars  in  which  the  "United  States 
has  been  engaged.  This  suggestion  met  with  much  favor 
and  resulted  in  the  appointment  by  the  board  of  educa- 
tion of  a  committee  of  public  spirited  citizens  who 
announced  themselves  as  in  favor  of  this  proposal  to 
work  with  the  board  of  education  of  Guernsey  Library 
and  the  board  of  trustees  of  Follett  Law  Library,  to 
secure  the  erection  of  a  building.  This  was  followed  by 
the  proposition  of  the  board  of  education  of  LTnion  Free 
School  District  No.  1,  Town  and  Citv  of  Norwich,  N.  Y., 
to  appropriate  the  sum  of  at  least  $100,000  to  be  raised 
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by  tax  for  the  erection  of  such  a  building.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  school  meeting  at  which  that  sum  for  that 
purpose  was  voted. 

It  is  a  well  recognized  fact  that  $100,000  will  not 
erect  and  equip  such  a  memorial  building  and  provide 
the  necessary  memorial  features  and  that  individual 
efforts  and  gifts  must  supplement  this  work  of  the  school 
district  and  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  County  of 
Chenango  to  further  supplement  the  work  of  the  school 
district  on  behalf  of  the  Follett  Law  Library  and  the 
memorial  features. 

This  is  work  that  appeals  to  every  loyal  and  patri- 
otic man  and  Avoman  and  is  worthy  of  their  financial  aid 
and  support.  Is  it  not  fitting  that  Chenango  County  as 
a  county  raise  and  give  a  substantial  sum  toward  the 
erection  of  such  a  memorial  building  which  shall  com- 
memorate the  deeds  and  sacrifices  of  the  boys  now  sleep- 
ing over  seas?  It  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  a  response 
that  will  insure  the  speedy  construction  and  equipment 
of  this  proposed  memorial  to  our  soldiers  and  sailors 
who  so  nobly  responded  when  the  cause  of  liberty  and 
democracy  made  its  appeal  for  encouragement  and  sup- 
port. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
GEO.  W.  RAY, 
President  Board  of  Education. 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


July  1,  1919. 
To  the  Honorable,  The  Board  of  Education : 

Gentlemen :  There  is  submitted  herewith  the  follow- 
ing report  upon  the  work  of  Guernsey  Memorial  Library 
(being  library  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  Town 
and  City  of  Norwich,  N.  Y.,)  for  the  library  year,  July  1, 
1918,  through  June  20,  1919,  and  the  work  now  in 
progress. 

INTRODUCTION 

The  prevalent  restive  conditions  in  our  country 
since  1916,  have  affected  educational  institutions  differ- 
ently, creating  opportunities  for  some,  obstacles  for  oth- 
ers, while  a  few  have  scarcely  felt  the  effect  of  turmoil 
and  stress.  The  figures  symbolizing  an  institution's 
work  are  the  indicators  of  these  effects. 

Cooperation  with  national,  state  and  local  agencies 
in  various  forms  of  war  work  to  be  done  through  libra- 
ries was  Guernsey  Memorial  Library's  opportunity  this 
fiscal  year.  A  three  weeks'  closing  by  order  of  the  board 
of  health  combating  the  influenza  epidemic,  was  the  prin- 
cipal hindrance.  Notwithstanding,  the  circulation  from 
all  departments  was  44,255,  which  was  1,134  more  than  in 
19^8.  The  number  of  new  library  users  registered  was 
17  more  than  registered  last  year,  or  329,  of  which  num- 
ber 42  are  from  the  outlying  rural  districts,  extending  to 
New  Berlin,  Guilford,  Oxford,  Preston,  Plymouth, 
Beaver  Meadow,  East  and  North  Pharsalia,  Sherburne 
and  North  Norwich.  The  books  in  the  library  increased 
to  14,430  from  13,809,  679  having  been  added  and  58  dis- 
carded. 

REGULAR  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  LINES  OP 

WORK 

Less  library  propaganda  was  used  than  heretofore 
because  'the  congested  building-  and  the  small  staff  could 
neither  invite  nor  warrant  additional  work  or  a  further 
development  of  library  activities. 

Early  in  1919  Mrs.  Ira  Stradling  of  North  Norwich 
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gave  notice  that  she  must  relinquish  the  book  station  in 
her  home,  but  that  Mrs.  T.  A.  Kinney  would  carry  on 
the  work  in  her  nearby  store.  Mrs.  Stradling's  personal 
interest  in  books  and  reading  had  been  a  large  factor  in 
the  success  of  the  North  Norwich  station,  but  the  changed 
location  gives  opportunity  for  enlarged  service  to  that 
community. 

The  other  stations  and  distributing  agencies  contin- 
ued their  good  work  virtually  as  heretofore, —  Guilford 
under  the  care  of  Miss  Ada  M.  Burt,  Plvmouth  by  Mrs. 
Myrta  Montgomery  and  an  institutional  library  for  the 
women  in  the  Chenango  Valley  Home. 

Reference  and  supplemental  service  has  been  contin- 
ued to  26  rural  school  libraries,  683  books  having  been 
sent  the  teacher  librarian. 

The  rent  collection  purchased  106  new  books  at  a 
cost  of  $123."8-  its  entire  receipts.  The  purchase  was,  of 
course,  in  addition  to  the  reported  book  expenditure  by 
your  treasurer  in  the  appended  statistics. 

Cooperation  with  the  schools  was  continued  at  every 
opportunity  and  principally  by  the  following:  —  furnish- 
ing libraries  or  supplementary  readers  to  the  class 
rooms,  instructing  some  of  the  English  classes  in  the  use 
of  the  library,  reserving  on  special  shelves  "required 
reading,"  and  special  morning  opening  of  the  library  at 
the  schools'  opening  in  September  and  its  closing  in 
June. 

In  the  year's  events,  probably  no  act  appealed  to  the 
staff  in  greater  degree  than  that  of  the  pupils  in  Miss 
Gertrude  Brosswav's  sixth  grade  when  on  May  1,  1919, 
they  hung  at  the  library  door  a  carefullv  prepared  and 
plentifully  filled  daffodil  Mavbasket.  In  April  other 
sixth  grades  taught  by  Miss  Nellie  Brossway  and  Mrs. 
Gertrude  B.  Myers  cooperated  with  the  library  and  won 
much  public  praise  by  an  exhibit  of  bird  houses  in  the 
juvenile  room.  One  exhibit  only  Avas  made  by  the  sev- 
enth grade  students  instructed  by  Mrs.  Harriet  G.  Math- 
ewson, —  a  collection  of  patriotic  posters. 

The  residence  of  a  user  is  important  data  at  the  cir- 
culating desk.    To  conform  the  records  with  the  new 
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numbering  of  the  city  streets,  during  February,  the  time 
of  one  assistant  was  spent  in  correcting  library  users' 
addresses  on  applications,  on  readers'  cards,  and  in  the 
registry. 

"Have  you  read  this!"  on  small  racks  displaying 
new  volumes  proved  that  it  pays  to  suggest. 

Eighty-seven  meetings  by  local  and  county  organiza- 
tions were  held  in  the  library  parlors. 

Permission  was  given  Junior  Chautauqua  the  use  of 
the  library  park  as  a  playground  during  Chautauqua 
week. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Miller  Donaldson  and  Miss  Margaret 
Newton  were  the  regular  raconteuses  at  the  established 
story  hours  Saturday  afternoons,  beginning  January  25, 
and  continuing  successfully  until  April  1st.  The  10  story 
hours  had  an  average  attendance  of  84,  a  total  of  846. 

The  greatest  pleasure  of  the  year  was  the  rare  priv- 
ilege of  witnessing  our  pioneer  story  teller  become  a 
children's  story  writer.  The  Youth's  Companion,  in 
which  Mrs.  Donaldson's  first  stories  appeared,  has  been 
on  file  since  the  opening  of  our  juvenile  department  and 
our  children  may  read  as  well  as  listen  to  the  tales  of 
their  i 'first  story  lady." 

Your  library  was  represented  in  May  1919,  at  a 
library  institute  at  Endicott  and  from  September  5-11, 
1918,  at  the  New  York  Library  Association  at  Lake 
Placid.  The  close  of  this  gathering  terminated  the  offi- 
cial duties  of  your  librarian  who  had  served  the  associa- 
tion as  secretary  for  a  year. 

WAR  AND  PEACE  PROGRAM 

"One  flag,  the  American  flag; 
One  language,  the  language  of  the  Declaration  of 

Independence ; 
One  loyalty,  loyalty  of  the  American  people." 

— Theodore  Roosevelt. 

Library  work  has  resumed  its  pre  war  character, — 
with  a  difference.  It  is  noticeable  that  people  h?rTe  re- 
laxed their  attention  to  and  turned  away  from  war  books 
to  those  on  technical  subjects,  government,  poetry,  golf, 
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etc.  For  the  present  and  next  few  years  a  national  edu- 
cational program  of  Americanization  and  good  citizen- 
ship is  planned,  the  scope  of  which  coordinates  all  agen- 
cies of  education.  That  your  library  may  do  its  part 
worthily  and  well  requires  much  larger  public  support 
than  it  has  had,  together  with  a  continuation  of  the  fine 
spi lit  of  loyalty  and  patriotism  exhibited  so  splendidly 
and  continuously  in  response  to  all  national  appeals  dur- 
ing the  war. 

Victory  gardens  were  cultivated  by  the  juveniles 
who  procured  penny  packets  of  seeds  from  The  Chil- 
dren's Flower  Mission,  Guernsey  Memorial  Library  re- 
reiving  orders,  making  collections  and  distributing  the 
seeds.   Thousands  of  packages  were  handled  locally. 

The  war  work  enumerated  in  last  year's  report, — 
the  distribution  of  publications  aiding  R^d  Cross  and 
government  projects,  the  personal  and  joint  specialized 
library  service  directed  by  the  United  War  Work  cam- 
paign and  the  American  Library  Association,  subscrip- 
tions to  the  victory  loan  and  thrift  campaigns,  collection 
of  county  newspapers  and  other  war  records  for  the 
State  Library  at  Albany  in  addition  to  our  own,  the  use 
of  posters,  maps,  leaflets  in  the  Italian  as  well  as  Eng- 
lish, and  notices  furthering  every  government  need  and 
the  supplying  of  literature  in  the  interest  of  patriotism 
and  a  better  citizenship, —  continued  past  the  armistice 
and  until  it  merged  with  the  reconstruction  efforts  of  the 
same  agencies. 

Special  interest  was  manifest  in  the  post  hospital 
at  Oswego  because  of  the  treatment  there  of  local  in- 
valided soldiers.  Current  copies  of  popular  magazines 
were  sent  there. 

In  January  1919,  the  last  shipment  of  books  (418 
volumes)  for  soldiers  and  sailors  was  sent  to  the  New 
York  despatch  office  of  the  A.  L.  A.  War  Service.  The 
total  collected  for  this  purpose  approximated  4,000  vol- 
umes. 

Assiduous  home  service  by  the  staff  was  inspired 
the  more  by  the  field  service  of  two  young  women,  former 
assistants  in  Guernsey  Memorial  Library.    Miss  Clara 


H.  Dorman  went  overseas  as  an  index  and  catalog  clerk 
in  the  quartermaster's  corps,  and  to  one  of  whose  offices 
she  is  now  attached.  Miss  Marion  Eaton  volunteered 
and  served  several  months  as  reconstruction  aide  in 
physio-therapy  at  the  Fort  McHenry  army  hospital  at 
Baltimore,  Md. 

The  library  purchasing  value  of  a  dollar  is  steadily 
diminishing,  viz., —  binding  which  cost  45  cents  per  vol- 
ume is  now  75  cents;  books  bought  for  85  cents  cannot 
be  obtained  today  for  less  than  $1.35  or  $1.50.  Further 
financial  support  must  be  a  consequence. 

Guernsey  Memorial  Library's  peace  program  is  one 
of  serving  the  present  needs  of  its  constituency  while 
it  plans  for  a  larger  future,  first,  by  a  building  program 
for  which  $100,C00  has  been  voted,  and  later,  by  a  greater 
community  service,  paralleled  to  the  national  program 
and  particularized  as  to  civic  and  county  conditions. 

CONCLUSION 

The  foregoing  report  touches  the  high  spots  in  the 
year's  work,  much  interesting  information  being  omitted 
for  the  sake  of  economy,  the  statistics  being  assembled 
in  a  table  appended  to  this  report. 

On  the  whole  July  1,  1918,  to  July  1,  1919,  was  a 

good  library  year  and  some  of  its  events  will  tend  toward 
greater  success  in  succeeding  years,  the  possibilities  of 
work  in  a  new  building  making  them  greater  and  more 
profitable. 

To  the  board  of  education  for  their  support  and  to 
my  coworkers  for  their  loyalty  I  again  emphasize  and 
express  my  appreciation. 

Eespectfully, 
N.  LOUISE  RUCKTESHLER, 
Librarian. 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

July  1,  1919. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  David  L. 
Follett  Memorial  (Supreme  Court)  Law  Library: 

Gentlemen:  There  is  submitted  herewith  a  brief 
statement  in  relation  to  the  David  L.  Follett  Memorial 
(Supreme  Court)  Law  Library  for  the  library  year  July 
1,  1918,  through  June  30,  1919. 

The  number  of  books  has  increased  from  8,625  to 
8,714.  The  use  by  reference  has  been  maintained;  the 
use  by  circulation  has  decreased  from  185  to  152. 

Receipts 

County  tax  (Supervisors'  appropriation) ....  $  800.00 


State  grants    342.20 

Total   $1,142.20 

Expenditures 

Books   $  260.70 

Periodicals    81.50 

Guernsey   Library    for   heat,    l.ght,  rooms, 
janitor  and  librarian  service   800.00 

Total   $1,142.20 

Kespectfully, 


N.  LOUISE  KUCKTESHLEK, 
Librarian. 
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DONORS 

We  are  indebted  and  acknowledgments  have  been  made  to  the  fol- 
lowing residents  or  county  citizens  and  organizations  for  gifts  of 
books,  magazines  or  newspapers: 

Afton  Enterprise 

Allds,  Hon.  Jotham  P. 

Bainbridge  Republican 

Baldwin,  Wells  (Diwling) 

Barts,  Miss  Adelaide  A. 

Beebe,  Mrs.  L.  Elizabeth 

Bennett,  Charles  K. 

Burchard,  Mrs.  Leonard 

Chenango  American 

Chenango  County  Farm  Bureau  Association 

Chenango  Union 

Clarke,  Mrs.  H.  W.  (Earlville) 

Clarke,  Mrs.  H.  W. 

Craine,  Mrs.  Z.  W. 

Donaldson,  Mrs.  L.  M. 

D.  A.  R.,  Captain  John  Harris  Chapter 

Earlville  Standard 

Gregory,  Mrs.  Hubert  F. 

Guy,  Don 

Hershey,  A.  N. 

Hickey,  Miss  Bridget 

Hicks,  Mrs.  John  H. 

Isbell,  Miss  Mary  L. 

King,  Mrs.  Aria  F. 

Lathrop,  Miss  Carrie 

Lewis,  Mrs.  Charles 

McCullough,  George  G.  (Kearny,  N.  J.) 

Mallory,  Fred 

Marquis,  J.  B. 

Marquis,  Miss  Fannie 

Masonic  Club 

Monday  Evening  Musical  Club 
Mundy,  Mrs.  A. 
Musson,  E.  A. 
Naumann,  Miss  Dorothy 
New  York  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co. 
Newton,  Miss  Jean 
Norwich  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Norwich  Publishing  Co. 
Oxford  Review-Times 
Phelphs  estate,  Miss  Minna 
Rathbun,  C.  E. 
Ray,  Hon.  Geo.  W. 
Ray,  Mrs.  Geo.  W. 
Sherburne  News 
South  New  Berlin  Bee 
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Stebbins,  Miss  Vernette 

Story,  Mrs.  George  R. 

Thomas  estate,  Miss  Fanny  M. 

Thompson,  Miss  Elizabeth  M. 

Willing  Workers  Circle  of  Methodist  Church 

Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  First  Baptist  Church 

Woman's  Society  of  Episcopal  Church 

Those  who  gave  books  or  magazines  for  the  Army  and  Navy  were 
Andrews,  Mrs.  L.  A.  (Pitcher) 
Barker,  W.  H. 
Bonney,  N.  P. 
Boyd,  Miss  Anna  S. 
Brooks,  Mrs.  Fred 
Clark,  Mrs.  Harry 
Clarke,  Mrs.  H.  W. 
Do  Your  Bit  Club  (Guilford) 
Eccleston,  Mrs.  C.  G. 
Gibbs,  A.  D. 
Gorton,  Mrs.  T.  R. 
Green,  Mrs.  N.  L. 
Hemphill,  Mrs.  William 
Hershey,  A.  N. 
Hunt,  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Jones,  Mrs.  Bessie 
Kelly,  F.  A.  (Coventry) 
King,  Mrs.  Aria  F. 
Kirkby,  Mrs.  L.  J. 
Lagnaz,  Miss  Aline 
Lamb,  Miss  Lois 
Marquis,  Dr.  Anna  White 
Nash,  Mrs.  Charles  G. 
Newton,  Miss  Jean 
Norton,  Mrs.  L.  A. 
Parker,  Mrs.  Clarence 
Phelpi  estate,  Miss  Minna 
Pinney,  S.  W. 
Reynolds,  Mrs.  Betsy 
Round  Robin  Club 
Shattuck,  Miss  Ruth 
Silvernail,  Miss  Fay  (North  Norwich) 
Skillman,  Miss  Lucy 
Smith,  Geo.  H. 
Smith,  Dr.  Homer 
Snow,  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Soper,  Mrs.  M.  I. 
Stebbins,  Harry 
Stratton,  Mrs.  Howard 
Wassung,  Prof.  Frank  R. 
Webb,  Mrs.  W.  A.  (Beaver  Meadow) 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


To  the  Honorable  ,  The  Board  of  Education : 

Gentlemen :  Herewith  is  respectfully  .submitted  the 
report  of  your  treasurer  for  the  year  ending  June  20, 


1919 : 

Receipts 

From  school  taxation   $1,000.00 

Guernsey  Fund    1,155.38 

State  grants    252.20 

Fines,  etc.,  from  Miss  Ruckteshler,  librarian  59.50 
Follett  Library  maintenance  from  Mr.  Nash, 

county  treasurer    800  00 

Land  sold    300.00 

Other  and  miscellaneous  receipts    23.26 


Total  received   $3,590.34 

Cash  on  hand  July  1,  1918    713.22 


Total  moneys   $4,303.56 

Expenditures 

For  Books   $  331.30 

Periodicals    174.95 

Binding    141.60 

Salaries,  library  service    1,455.30 

Salary,  janitor,  in  addition  to  house  rent   179  80 

Fuel  and  light    432.38 

Permanent  improvements    326.40 

Other  expenses    654.20 


Total  expenditures   $3,695.93 

Liberty  bond  purchased  with  proceeds  from 

sale  of  land    500.00 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1919    107.63 


Total   $4,303.56 


Respectfully, 

HOMER  H.  HIGLEY, 
Treasurer  Guernsey  Memorial  Library. 
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APPENDIX 


Statistics 

(Arranged  in  accordance  with  the  form  adopted  by  the  Council  of 

the  American  Library  Association  for  purposes  01  comparison  ol  annual 
statistical  information.) 

Am  ual  reDort  —  year  ended  June  30,  1919. 

Name  of  library  —  Guernsey  Memorial  Library. 

City  —  Norwicn;  S.aLe  —  hew  iork. 

Population  served  (latest  statistics)  8,345. 

Te  'ms  for  use  —  Free  for  lending  and  reference. 

Total  number  of  agencies  —  36. 

Consisting  of  —  Central  Library. 

fcciioois,  local  —  5  (or  44  school  room  collections). 
Schools,  rural  —  26. 

Institutions  —  1,  Cherango  Valley  Home. 

Distributing  agencies  outside  the   city  —  3,  Guilford, 
North  Norwich  and  Plymouth. 
Number  of  days  open  during  the  yea?'  (central  library)  —  288. 
Hours  open  each  w.ek  for  lending  —  48. 
Hours  open  each  week  for  reading  —  48. 

Accessions,  Etc. 


Adult  Juve-  Total 
nile 

Numbe"  of  volumes  at  beginning  of  year                    12,405    1,404  13,809 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  year  by  purchase  362  91  453 
Number  of  volumes  adued  during  year  by  gilt  or  . 

exchange                                                                         145         22  167 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  year  by  binding 

material  not  otherwise  coun  ed                                     56          3  59 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn  during  year        20        38  58 

Total  number  at  end  of  year                                         12,948    1,482  14,430 

Circulation 

Adult  Juve-  Total 
nile 

Number  of  volumes  of  fiction  fo*-  home  use    16,443    7,375  23,818 

Total  number  of  volumes  lent  for  home  use    21,898  11,848  33,746 

Number  of  volumes  sent  to  agencies    6,573 

Other  circulation  —  Periodicals  (unbound)    3,662 

Pictures  and  clippings    28  5 

Law   library    152 

Medical  library    9 

Total  circulation  from  all  sources    44,427 

Registration 

Adult  Juve-  Total 
nile 

Number  of  borrowers  registered  during  year    141       188  329 

Totai  number  of  registexed  borrowers    5,212 


Registration  period  years  —  Sir  ce  July  14,  1906. 

Number  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  currently  received  —  88. 

Number  of  persons  using  library  for  reading  and  study  —  17,312. 


Receipts  From 

Unexpended  balance   $  713.22 

Local  taxation    1,000.00 

State  grants    252.20 

Endowment  fund    1,155.38 

Fines  and  sales  of  publica- 
tions   59.50 

Gilts   

Duplicate  pay  collection...  123.58 
Other  sources,  (if  extraor- 
d  i  n  a  r  y,  enumerate 

ar.d  state  objects)    823.26 

Land  sold    300.00 

Total  $4,427.14 


Payments  For 

Books   $  454.88 

Periodicals    174.95 

Binding    141.60 

Salaries,  library  service  .  .  1,455.30 
Salaries,     janitor  service, 

his  house  rent  and  . . .  179.80 
Heat  (  4oo  oo 

Light  I  432,38 

Other  maintenance    654.20 

Rent   

Total  maintenance   $3,493.11 

Extraordinary,  such  as: 

Liberty  bond    500.00 

Permanent   improvements..  326.40 

Total  $4,319.51 
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AN  APPEAL  FOR  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

To  the  Citizens  of  Chenango  County : 

In  the  year  1901,  Mrs.  Jane  M.  Guernsey  by  her 
will  and  testament,  gave  to  the  board  of  education  of 
Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  Town  and  City  of  Nor- 
wich, N.  Y.,  her  extensive  and  valuable  grounds  and 
homestead  situated  in  the  rear  of  the  court  house  and 
nearly  in  the  center  of  the  city,  to  be  used  forever  for  a 
library  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  school  district  and 
the  people  of  the  city  of  Norwich.  In  her  will  Mrs.  Guern- 
sey expressed  the  wish  and  desire  that  the  time  would 
come  when  a  more  fitting  and  commodious  as  well  as  a 
fireproof  building  should  be  constructed  on  these 
grounds  as  a  library  building.  The  people  of  the  city  of 
Norwich  have  now  had  the  use  of  these  grounds  and  of 
the  old  homestead  for  library  purposes  for  at  least  sev- 
enteen years.  There  was  given  by  Mrs.  Guernsey  to  the 
board  of  education  in  addition  to  the  site  above  mention- 
ed other  property  worth  at  least  $10,000,  the  annual  in- 
come of  which  has  been  devoted  toward  the  upkeep  and 
maintenance  of  the  library.  For  the  same  purpose  the 
school  district  has  voted  $1,000  annually. 

In  the  year  1902,  Mrs.  Jane  R.  Follett,  the  widow  of 
the  Honorable  David  L.  Follett,  former  judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  and  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  gave  to  the 
County  of  Chenango  the  extensive  and  valuable  law 
library  of  the  jud°;e  which  contains  up  to  this  date  about 
9,000  volumes.  This  has  been  added  to  from  year  to 
year  and  now  constitutes  one  of  the  most  extensive  Su- 
preme Court  law  libraries  in  the  Empire  State. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  passed  an  act  making 
it  encumbent  upon  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  coun- 
ty to  care  for  and  maintain  this  law  library  by  provisions 
reading  as  follows : 

"There  is  hereby  establirhed  'The  David  L.  FoTett 
Memorial  Library,'  to  be  located  at  Norwich,  and  which 
shall  be  designated  as  'The  Supreme  Court  Library  at 
Norwich.' 

"This  said  library  shall  be  under  the  care  and  man- 
agement of  a  board  of  trustees,  which  board  shall  con- 
sist of  five  members.    *    *    *    They  may  procure  prop- 
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er  furniture  for  said  library;  h're  suitable  rooms;  pro- 
vide fuel  and  lights,  and  defray  all  the  incidental  ex- 
pen  es  of  the  care  and  management  of  said  library;  in- 
cluding the  proper  insurance  thereof.  The  amount")  re- 
quired therefor  shall  be  p^id  by  the  treasurer  of  the 
county  of  Chenango,  upon  the  certificate  of  a  reMdeit 
justice  of  the  supreme  court,  if  there  be  one,  and  if  not 
upon  the  certificate  of  any  justice  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  sixth  judicial  district,  out  of  the  moneys  raided  in 
said  county  for  court  expenses,  which  sum"  as  well  a".  1he 
saWrv  of  the  Pbrarian  hereinafter  pnV»cJftofl.  shall  be  a 
county  charge  upon  said  county  of  Chenango." 

This  law  library  and  the  public  library  belonging  to 
the  school  district  have  been  housed  since  1902  in  the 
same  building,  the  old  Guernsey  homestead,  pursuant  to 
arrangements  made  between  the  trustees  of  the  law 
library  and  the  board  of  education  of  the  school  district. 
This  has  resulted  in  a  large  saving  but  the  time  has  come 
when  some  suitable  arrangement  must  be  made  not  only 
for  the  proper  housing  of  the  school  and  -public  library 
but  for  the  proper  housing  of  the  David  L.  Follett 
Memorial  (Supreme  Court)  Library. 

Valuable  libraries  such  as  these  are  should  be  cared 
for  in  a  fireproof  building  of  adequate  size  and  situated 
as  near  the  center  of  our  city  as  may  be.  No  more  cen- 
tral location  can  be  found  than  the  one  now  in  use. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  there  be  erected  on  these 
Guernsey  Homestead  grounds  a  suitable  fireproof  libra- 
ry building  of  ample  size  to  accommodate  not  only  the 
public  and  school  but  the  law  library  as  well. 
It  is  anticipated  that  in  time  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
will  come  to  regard  it  as  their  duty  to  make  suitable 
provision  for  the  care  of  the  law  library  owned  by  it 
although  it  is  now  called  the  David  L.  Follett  Memorial 
(Supreme  Court)  Law  Library  and  the  State  gives  an- 
nually $CO0  to  maintain  the  growth  of  the  law  library  by 
addition  of  the  latest  reports  and  text  books. 

LTnion  Free  School  District  No.  1,  City  of  Norwich, 
has  already  voted  to  raise  by  tax  $100,000  for  the  erec- 
tion of  such  a  building,  same  to  be  erected  and  known  as 
a  memorial  to  the  soldiers  and  sailors  who  entered  the 
Great  World  War  from  Chenango  County  and  those  who 
gave  their  lives  in  the  Civil  War  and  the  Spanish- Ameri- 
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can  War.  The  idea  is  further  that  this  building  thus 
centrally  located  should  contain  a  public  rest  or  com- 
munity room  to  which  the  ladies  from  all  parts  of  the 
county  may  freely  resort  when  in  the  city  and  where 
their  public  meetings  may  be  freely  held. 

There  should  be  no  jealousy  of  the  City  of  Norwich 
in  this  matter.  Norwich  is  the  county  seat  and  is  cen- 
trally located.  Every  loyal  and  patriotic  citizen  should 
take  part  in  this  work  and  contribute  some  sum  volun- 
tarily for  the  erection  in  the  City  of  Norwich  of  such  a 
memorial  library  building.  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that 
there  are  scores  of  well  to  do,  public  spirited,  patriotic 
citizens  in  the  County  of  Chenango  who  will  welcome  the 
opportunity  to  make  a  bequest  in  aid  of  this  patriotic 
public  purpose.  The  Civil  War  closed  more  than  fifty 
years  ago  and  while  the  subject  has  frequently  been  dis- 
cussed the  County  of  Chenango  has  never  erected  any 
memorial  to  the  more  than  two  thousand  boys  who  went 
out  from  Chenango  and  gave  their  lives  that  the  Union 
army  might  triumph  and  the  republic  endure  undivided. 
Greene,  Bainbridge,  Sherburne  and  New  Berlin  each 
has  a  soldiers'  monument.  Nearly  all  of  these  we^e- 
erected  bv  private  exertions  and  contributions.  Col. 
Elisha  B.  Smith  of  Norwich  was  colonel  of  the  114th  New 
York  volunteers,  a  regiment  organized  in  and  which 
went  out  from  the  County  of  Chenango.  He  was  killed 
leading  his  regiment  to  the  assault  of  the  confederate 
ramparts  at  Port  Hudson.  Until  very  recently  his  grave 
in  Mt.  Hope  cemetery  was  unmarked. 

It  is  self  evident  that  if  Chenango  County  will  have 
a  suitable  memorial  to  the  boys  who  gave  their  lives  in 
the  World  War  and  those  wars  which  preceded  it  such 
memorial  must  be  provided  by  individual  efforts  and 
benefactions  and  by  proper  patriotic  action  on  the  part 
of  our  public  authorities.  Contributions  and  gifts  to  that 
end  may  be  made  at  any  time  by  anyone  desiring  to  fur- 
ther such  a  project.  And  in  case  of  provisions  made  in 
wills  for  that  purpose,  no  particular  phraseology  is 
necessary.  Only  such  wording  as  shows  the  intent  of  the 
donor  is  required.    Legacies  for  the  erection  and  sup- 
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port  of  such  a  memorial  public  library  may  be  in  the  fol- 
lowing form : 


"1  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Board  of 
Education  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1, 

Town  and  City  of  Norwich,  N.  Y.,  the  sum  of  

 dollars,  to  be  used  in  the  construction  and 

maintenance  of  a  suitable  public  memorial  library 
as  a  memorial  to  the  soldiers  and  sailors  from  the 
County  of  Chenango  who  have  given  their  lives  in 
the  Great  World  War  or  either  of  the  preceding 
wars  in  which  the  United  States  has  been  engaged." 


Geo.  W.  Ray,  President, 

Wm.  Mason,  Clerk, 

W.  C.  Hartigan, 

Daniel  B.  Cushman, 

Michael  Finigan, 

Frank  V.  Fernalld, 

Otis  A.  Thompson, 

Board  of  Education  of 
Union  Free  School  District 
No.  1,  Town  and  City  of 
Norwich,  Chenango  Co., 
N.  Y. 

Geo.  W.  Ray,  Chairman, 

Albert  F.  Gladding, 

James  P.  Hill, 

Arthur  W.  Morse, 

New  Berlin,  N.  Y., 

Henry  R.  Follett, 

Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
Board  of  Trustees  of  The 
David  L.  Follett  Memorial 
(Supreme  Court)  Law  Li- 
brary. 
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GUERNSEY  MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY 

AND 

THE  DAVID  L.  FOLLETT  MEMORIAL 
(SUPREME  COURT)  LAW  LIBRARY 

REPORTS 

Beginning  July  1 ,  1919 
Ending  June  30,  1920 


NORWICH,  NEW  YORK 
1920 


GUERNSEY  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 

Hon.  George  W.  Ray,  LL.  D.,  President 

William  Mason,  Clerk 

Charles  G.  Brooks 

Daniel  B.  Cushman 

Michael  Finigan 

John  H.  Stewart,  M.  D. 

David  F.  Lee,  L.  B. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 
Frank  R.  Wassung,  Ph.  M. 


TREASURER 
Homer  H.  Higley 


DAVID    L.    FOLLETT    MEMORIAL  (SUPREME 
COURT)  LAW  LIBRARY 
BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 
Hon.  George  W.  Ray,  LL.  D.,  Chairman 
Hon.  Albert  F.  Gladding 
Arthur  W.  Morse,  New  Berlin,  N.  Y. 
Hon.  James  P.  Hill 
Henry  R.  Follett,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 


LIBRARY  STAFF 
N.  Louise  Ruckteshler,  Librarian 
Mrs.  Hattie  Lally,  Assistant 
Iva  M.  Shartz,  Apprentice 


LIBRARY  HOURS 
I  P.  M.  to  9  P.  M.  Each  Week  Day 


PRESIDENT'S  STATEMENT 

July  1,  1920. 

To  the  taxpayers  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1, 
City  and  Town  of  Norwich,  N.  Y.,  and  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  New  York  and  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors of  the  County  of  Chenango : 

This  is  the  only  public  library  in  the  city  of  Nor- 
wich and  its  growth  and  extension  in  size  and  usefulness 
tells  its  own  story  and  makes  its  own  appeal  to  the  con- 
sideration and  support  of  all  who  are  interested  in  the 
intellectual  growth  of  our  community. 

No  school  system  is  complete  unless  its  work  is  sup- 
plemented by  a  well  selected  and  adequate  library  to 
which  the  pupils  may  have  free  access  at  all  suitable 
times.  This  fact  is  recognized  by  the  Board  of  Regents 
of  the  State  and  the  aid  given  by  it  in  promoting  library 
work  through  the  State  and  nation. 

BUILDING 

June  28,  1919,  authority  was  given  the  board  of  edu- 
cation to  raise  funds  for  new  school  buildings  including  a 
new  library  building,  to  which  library  building  it  was 
proposed  to  devote  $100,000  of  the  sum  voted.  Aside  from 
the  preparation  of  proposed  plans  nothing  has  been  done 
towards  the  erection  of  such  building  although  the  neces- 
sity therefor  is  constantly  and  urgently  appealing.  The 
high  cost  of  labor  and  building  material  is  in  the  main 
responsible  for  failure  to  erect  such  library  building. 
The  construction  of  a  new  ward  school  building  on  East 
Main  street  has  required  the  expenditure  under  present 
conditions  of  twice  what  was  estimated  as  the  probable 
cost  when  the  work  was  entered  upon.  While  cost  of 
construction  has  prohibited  the  erection  of  the  library 
building,  the  needs  therefor  are  constantly  increasing 
and  become  more  urgent  with  each  year's  delay. 
ENDOWMENT 

Large  wealthy  corporations  in  all  cities  and  up-to- 
date  communities  are  establishing  special  libraries  to  aid 
in  the  successful  conduct  of  their  business.  This  has 
been  done  in  our  midst  by  the  Norwich  Pharmacal  Com- 
pany.   Our  school  library  ought  to  furnish  to  our  stud- 
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ents  and  the  reading  public  the  same  aid  the  resources  of 
wealthy  corporations  enable  them  to  procure  for  their 
employees.  Taxes  alone  will  not  adequately  provide  all 
this.  The  city  of  Norwich  has  wealthy  and  public  spirit- 
ed citizens  who  are  interested  in  this  work  but  they  have 
done  little  to  aid  the  growth  and  extension  of  the  library. 
Now  that  the  erection  of  a  library  building  of  some  char- 
acter is  assured,  why  is  not  this  an  opportune  time  for 
public  spirited  citizens  interested  in  education  to  enlist 
the  aid  of  other  public  spirited  citizens  in  making  gifts 
for  the  establishment  of  endowments  to  be  devoted  to 
that  phase  of  library  and  educational  work  in  which  the 
giver  is  most  interested?  A  book  fund  for  some  special 
book  department,  such  as  drama,  poetry,  science,  or  use- 
ful arts,  an  engraved  book  plate,  a  book  fund  for  the 
juvenile  department, — are  gifts  worthy  of  consideration 
and  suggest  only  a  few  of  the  many  special  objects  en- 
dowments may  aid.  Not  only  are  such  gifts  or  endow- 
ments enduring,  but  they  confer  a  favor  and  benefit  up- 
on the  people  of  the  city  of  Norwich,  the  value  of  which 
cannot  be  overestimated. 

In  placing  emphasis  on  the  library's  needs, — a 
building  and  an  endowment, — I  have  done  so  because  of 
my  deep  conviction  that  the  library  has  far  greater  ser- 
vice to  render  to  the  varied  interests  of  Norwich  than  is 
possible  under  present  conditions  and  that  by  proper  ef- 
fort the  city  of  Norwich  can  make  its  library  system 
what  it  should  be  and  equal  to  that  of  other  cities  of  our 
size,  when  its  needs  and  value  are  fully  understood.  The 
city  of  Norwich  has  always  proven  equal  to  the  demands 
made  upon  its  liberality  when  their  necessity  is  proper- 
ly understood  and  presented.  Is  it  not  time  for  the  city 
of  Norwich  to  establish  and  work  for  the  extension  of  a 
library  endowment  fund? 

Most  respectfully, 

GEO.  W.  RAY. 
President  of  Board  of  Education  of  Guernsey  Memor- 
ial Library,  and  Chairman  of  Board  of  Trustees  of 
The  David   L.  Eollett  Memorial  (Supreme  Court) 
Law  Library. 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


July  1,  1920. 

To  the  Honorable,  The  Board  of  Education : 

Gentlemen :  There  is  submitted  herewith  the  fol- 
lowing report  upon  the  work  of  Guernsey  Memorial  Li- 
brary, (being  library  of  Union  Free  School  District  No. 
1,  City  and  Town  of  Norwich,  N.  Y.,)  for  the  library 
year  ending  June  30,  1920,  and  the  work  now  in  progress. 

INTRODUCTORY  STATEMENT 
The  history  of  the  library  year  records  a  steady, 
substantial  volume  of  work.  There  were  44,720  loans. 
This  was  an  increase  of  295  over  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1919,  which  had  the  largest  circulation  in  the  prev. 
ious  history  of  the  library.  The  increase  of  the  past 
year  though  not  of  a  size  sufficient  to  give  it  the  stamp 
of  distinct  advance  or  progress,  is  of  interest  to  library 
users  and  the  school  district's  taxpayers  in  that  under 
continued  and  increased  handicaps  of  inadequate  equip- 
ment and  building  and  unattractive  surroundings  the  li- 
brary has  maintained  and  to  a  small  extent,  surpassed 
previous  records.  In  comparing  the  work  with  that  of 
other  years,  you  are  asked  to  bear  in  mind  also  the  clos- 
ing from  January  24,  to  February  4,  while  repairs  to  the 
library  building  were  being  made  to  the  end  that  the 
lives  of  library  users,  etc.,  would  be  safeguarded  until 
the  new  library  building  is  erected. 

New  users  registered  were  265,  of  which  36  are  from 
the  outlying  rural  districts  extending  to  Preston,  New 
Berlin,  North  Norwich,  Beaver  Meadow,  Rockdale,  Guil- 
ford, Plymouth,  and  South  Plymouth. 

Volumes  in  the  library  increased  from  14,430  to  15,- 
253,  of  which  914  were  added  and  91  withdrawn. 

REGULAR    AND    MISCELLANEOUS    LINES  OF 

WORK 

In  attempting  to  measure  the  extent,  successes  or 
failures  of  the  library  year,  certain  limiting  factors 
should  be  kept  in  mind.     Of  primary  importance  is  the 
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necessity  for  abandonment  of  systematic  publicity.  The 
staff  is  an  ever  ready  and  ever  willing  one  but  its  limit- 
ed size  coupled  with  inadequate  facilities  and  a  vastly 
over  crowded  building  creates  a  situation  lending  neither 
encouragement  for  additional  work  nor  a  greater  devel- 
opment of  present  activities.  There  were,  however,  16 
columns  of  news  items  in  the  local  papers.  Similar  limi- 
tations prevail  in  varying  degrees  in  every  department 
of  the  library.  They  prevented  the  purchase  of  timely 
and  important  books, — books  which  keep  a  library  up-to- 
date,  books  which  have  been  requisitioned  by  reading 
Norwichites,  failure  in  purchase  of  which  leaves  a  gap 
in  the  building  up  of  the  library,  particularly  in  history 
and  literature.  The  placing  in  storage  of  twenty-six 
large  packing  cases  filled  with  books  in  no  way  relieves 
the  situation.  Six  more  large  boxes  have  been  packed 
ready  for  storage.  How  far  such  packing  and  storage 
can  be  carried  to  the  advantage  or  disadvantage  of  li- 
brary users  and  the  community  presents  a  debatable  and 
serious  and  unanswerable  problem. 

Stations  and  distributing  agencies  to  be  continued 
were :  Guilford,  Miss  Ada  Burt,  librarian,  110  vols. ; 
Plymouth,  Mrs.  Myrta  Montgomery,  librarian,  130  vols. ; 
North  Norwich,  Mrs.  T.  A.  Kinney,  librarian,  30  vols. ; 
Chenango  Valley  Home,  60  vols.  Two  new  agencies  en- 
couraged by  the  Home  Bureau  of  Chenango  County  were 
Rockdale,  Mrs.  L.  F.  Richards,  librarian,  46  vols. ;  and 
Beaver  Meadow,  Miss  Eva  Huntley,  librarian,  30  vols.; 
the  total  sent  to  all  the  agencies  being  406. 

The  rent  collection  supplied  140  new  books  of  fiction 
costing  $191.32,  its  entire  receipts. 

To  24  rural  schools  in  Chenango  County  reference 
and  supplemental  service  was  rendered,  446  volumes 
having  been  loaned  through  teachers,  serving  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  teacher-librarian  in  the  rural  school. 

The  1920  campaign  conducted  by  the  American  Li- 
brary Association  in  behalf  of  its  Enlarged  Program  and 
"  Books  for  Everybody "  movement  received  the  en- 
dorsement of  the  local  board  of  education  and  the  sup- 
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port  by  personal  solicitation  for  funds  by  Dr.  John  H. 
Stewart  and  Hon.  David  F.  Lee,  members  of  such  board. 
The  sum  collected  and  forwarded  to  State  headquarters 
totaled  $135.56. 

Of  the  various  exhibits,  those  attracting  the  great- 
er attention  of  the  public  were  the  spring  exhibit  com- 
prising seed  catalogs  and  plates  of  garden  design,  the  re- 
productions of  master-pieces  loaned  to  the  fifth  super- 
visory school  district  of  Chenango  County  by  the  Visual 
Instruction  Division  of  the  State  Education  Department, 
the  Mother  Goose  rhyme  freize  executed  by  the  pupils 
taught  by  Mrs.  O.  F.  Mathewson,  the  collection  of  the 
State  College  of  Forestry  attached  to  Syracuse  Univer- 
sity, the  specimen  of  southern  pine,  and  the  luncheon 
sets  designed  and  prepared  by  students  in  the  class  on 
design  taught  by  Miss  Marcia  F.  Stewart. 

Work  with  local  schools  has  followed  along  the  lines 
heretofore  adopted, — furnishing  libraries  and  supple- 
mentary texts  and  readers  to  class  rooms,  reserving  on 
special  shelves  "  required  reading/ '  and  special  morning 
opening  of  the  library  at  the  close  of  schools  in  June. 
Instruction  in  the  use,  etc.,  of  the  library  was  planned  to 
reach  every  student  in  high  school  through  his  English 
classes,  and  a  course  mapped  out  whereby  the  instruc- 
tion given  should  have  direct  bearing  upon  the  student's 
work  in  school  during  the  year  and  tend  to  familiarize 
him  with  the  library  system  and  its  utilization. 

There  were  53  meetings  held  in  the  library's  parlors 
by  local  and  county  organizations.  This  number  com- 
pares somewhat  unfavorably  with  the  approximate  90  of 
last  year.  The  reason  tendered  by  organizations  no  long- 
er using  the  parlors,  is  that  the  props  and  supports  plac- 
ed therein  to  strengthen  the  building  interfere  with 
meeting  procedure. 

Story  hours  were  revived  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
March  (i,  and  continued  through  March  27,  permitting 
four  story  hours,  viz., — the  first  was  conducted  by  Miss 
Margaret  Newton  representing  Mother  Goose;  the  sec- 
ond by  Mrs.  L.  M.  Donaldson  with  stories  on  "Indians": 


the  third  was  " Civil  War"  stories  told  by  a  Civil  War 
veteran,  J.  W.  W.  Boynton  of  Smyrna,  and  the  fourth 
Rev.  H.  W.  Foreman  related  stories  of  his  experience 
while  a  chaplain  in  the  United  States  Army  during  the 
World  War.  The  hours  were  very  successful,  in  variety, 
in  attendance,  498,  and  in  the  intense  interest  manifested 
by  the  children,  the  best  proof  of  these  story  tellers'  abil- 
ity. 

In  May  1920,  your  library  was  represented  at  and 
participated  in  a  district  library  institute  held  at  Owego. 
Your  librarian  served  the  State  Association  during  the 
year  by  publicity  committee  membership;  and  was 
scheduled  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  a  round  table  confer- 
ence on  ' ' daily  problems"  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
New  York  Library  Association  at  Lake  Placid,  Septem- 
ber 20-25.  Provision  was  also  made  for  "library  night" 
February  15,  in  the  series  of  community  meetings 
planned  by  Rev.  J.  H.  MacConnell,  pastor,  and  held  in 
the  Congregational  church  on  Sunday  evenings  of  that 
month,  the  speakers  being  Hon.  David  F.  Lee,  Nelson  P. 
Bonney  and  Judge  James  P.  Hill. 

LEGISLATION 

Chapter  680  of  the  laws  of  1920  of  the  State  of  New 
York  amends  the  education  law,  relative  to  salaries  of 
teachers  and  employees  and  provides  state  aid  for  the 
payment  thereof  by  an  annual  teacher's  quota,  speaking 
generally,  of  $350,  plus  the  regular  quota  of  $100.  The 
ruling  of  the  Department  of  Education  makes  clear  the 
status  of  your  librarian  under  such  bill  in  the  following 
language: — Your  librarian  being  "possessed  of  the 
qualifications  prescribed  by  the  Commission  of  Educa- 
tion for  a  school  librarian,  ***  the  board  will,  of  course, 
receive  the  regular  teacher's  quota  of  $100  on  account  of 
such  librarian.  It  will  also  receive  the  extra  teacher's 
quota  of  $350  under  the  provision  of  the  new  teachers' 
salary  law. " 


S 


CONCLUSION 
The  use  of  the  library  building  from  all  sources 
mentioned  in  this  report, — for  the  general,  law  and  medi- 
cal libraries  reached  63,019.  The  various  phases  of  ac- 
tivities have  been  briefly  appraised  and  with  the  thought 
of  soliciting  the  co-operation  of  the  citizens  of  Norwich 
some  of  the  obstacles  to  development  have  been  present- 
ed. 

It  would  be  unfair  to  the  staff  to  conclude  this  re- 
port without  reference  to  my  deep  appreciation  of  my 
co-workers  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  responded 
to  greater  service  under  conditions  which  might  well 
have  and  possibly  has  at  times  discouraged  them,  and 
which  in  the  final  analysis  has  made  possible  the  work 
here  recorded. 

Eespectfully, 
N.  LOUISE  RUCKTESHLEK, 
Librarian. 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

July  1,  1920. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  David  L, 
Follett  Memorial  (Supreme  Court)  Law  Library: 
Gentlemen:  There  is  submitted  herewith  a  briel 
statement  in  relation  to  the  David  L.  Follett  Memorial 
(Supreme  Court)  Law  Library  for  the  library  year  July 
1,  1919,  through  June  30,  1920. 

The  number  of  books  has  increased  from  8,714  to 
8,828.  The  use  by  reference  has  been  maintained;  the 
use  by  circulation  has  decreased  from  152  to  124. 

Receipts 

County  tax  (Supervisors'  appropriation)    $  800.00 

State  grants    585.32 

Total    $  1,385.32 

Expenditures 

Books   $  503.82 

Periodicals    81.50 

Guernsey  Library  for  heat,  light,  rooms,  janitor 
and  librarian  service    800.00 

Total    $  1,385.32 

Respectfully, 
N.  LOUISE  RUCKTESHLER, 
Librarian. 


K) 


DONORS 


We  are  indebted  and  acknowledgments  have  been  made  to  the 
following  residents  or  county  citizens  and  organizations  for  gifts  of 
books,  magazines  or  newspapers. 

Afton  Enterprise 

Bainbridge  Republican 

Barts,  Miss  Adelaide  A. 

Beebe,  Mrs.  L.  Elizabeth 

Benson,  Mrs.  Piatt 

Chenango  American 

Chenango  County  Farm  Bureau  Association 

Chenango  Union 

Clarke,  Mrs.  H.  W.  (Earlville) 

Clarke,  Mrs.  H.  W. 

Craine,  Mrs.  Z.  W. 

D.  A.  R.,  Captain  John  Harris  Chapter 

Davis,  E.  E. 

Donaldson,  Mrs.  L.  M. 

Earlville  Standard 

Eaton,  Mrs.  Harry 

Evans,  Miss  Jennie 

Goodrich,  Mrs.  N.  B. 

Gregory,  Mrs.  Jennie 

Hershey,  A.  N. 

Isbell,  Miss  Mary  L. 

Johnson,  C.  R. 

Kingsley,  L.  J.  (Binghamton) 

Leach,  Miss  Ruth 

Lyon,  Mrs.  Edward  B. 

McCaw,  W.  J. 

Mallory,  Fred 

Marquis,  J.  B. 

Mason,  Miss  Sarah 

Monday  Evening  Musical  Club 

Moore,  E.  S. 

Mundy,  Mrs.  A. 

Musson,  E.  A. 

Nash,  Mrs.  Charles  G. 

Naumann,  Miss  Dorothy 

New  York  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co. 

Norwich  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Norwich  Publishing  Co. 

O'Connor,  Mrs.  F.  A. 

Oxford  Review -Times 

Ray,  Hon.  George  W. 

Ray,  Mrs.  George  W. 

Sherburne  News 

Soper,  Mrs.  Isabelle 

South  New  Berlin  Bee 

Stofer,  Miss  Helen 

Story,  Mrs.  George  R. 

W.  C.  T.  U. 

Walworth,  Miss  Hattie 

Wassung,  Prof.  Frank  R. 

White,  Miss  Mary  I.  (New  Berlin) 

Wilcox,  Mrs.  Helen  S.  K.  (North  Norwich) 

Willing  Workers  Circle  of  the  Methodist  Church 

Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  First  Baptist  Church 

Woman's  Society  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
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APPENDIX 


Statistics 

(Arranged  in  accordance  with  the  form  adopted  by  the  Council  of 
the  American  Library  Association  for  purposes  of  comparison  of  annual 
statistical  information.) 

Annual  report — year  ended  June  30,  1920. 

Name  of  library — Guernsey  Memorial  Library. 

City — Norwich;  State — New  York. 

Population  served  (latest  statistics)  8,345. 

Terms  for  use — Free  for  lending  and  reference. 

Total  number  of  agencies — 36. 

Consisting  of — Library. 

Schools,  locail — 5  (or  44  school  room  collections). 
Schools,  rural — 24. 

Institutions — 1,  Chenango  Valley  Home. 

Distributing  agencies  outside  the  city — 5,  Guilford,  North  Nor- 
wich, Plymouth,  Rockdale  and  Beaver  Meadow. 
Number  of  days  open  during  the  year — 297. 
Hours  open  each  week  for  lending — 48. 
Hours  open  each  week  for  reading — 48. 


Acces.MioiiH,  Etc. 


Adult  Juve- 
nile 

Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  of  year    12,951  1,473 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  year  by  purchase  888  16 
Number  of  volumes  added  during  year  by  gift  or 

exchange    138 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  year  by  binding 

material  not  otherwise  courted    70  2 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn  during  year  38  53 
Total  number  art  end  of  year    13,809  1,444 


Total 

14,430 
704 

138 

72 
91 

15,253 


Circulation 

Adult  Juve-  Total 
nile 

Number  of  volumes  of  fiction  for  home  use    19,353     6,298  25,651 

Total  number  of  volumes  lent  for  home  use    23,064  10,338  33,402 

Number  of  volumes  sent  to  agencies    7,582 

Other  circulation — Periodicals  (unbound)    3,53!' 

Pictures  and  clippings    197 

Law  library    124 

Medical  library      23 

Total  circulation  from  all  sources   44,867 


Registration 


Adult  Juve-  Total 
nile 

115       150  265 
5,477 


Number  of  borrowers  registered  during  year  

Total  number  of  registered  borrowers   

Registation  period  years — Since  July  14,  1906. 

Number  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  currently  received — 87 

Number  of  persons  using  library  for  reading  and  study — 17,601 


Receipts  From 

Unexpended  balance   ....   $  107.63 

Local  taxation    2,000.00 

State  grants    196.19 

Endowment  fund    1,036.25 

Fines  and  sales  of  publica- 
tions   97.50 

Duplicate    pay   collection  191.32 
Other  sources,  (if  extraor- 
dinary, enumerate 
and    state    objects)  811.05 

(Total    $4,439.94 


Payments  For 

Books    $  502.59 

Periodicals    206.34 

Binding    235.57 

Salaries,  library  service  1,698.42 
Sallaries,  janitor  service, 

his    house    rent    and  175.00 

Light  i   41g  ,0 

Heat  * 

Other  maintenance    706.41 


Total  maintenance    $3,939.63 

Extraordinary,    such  as: 
Permanent   improvements  222.49 


Total 


$4,162.12 
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I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  City  and  Town 

of  Norwich,  N.  Y .,  the  sum  of  

 dollars,  to  be  used  in  the  construction  and 

maintenance  of  a  suitable  public  library  building  as  a 
memorial  to  the  soldiers  and  sailors  from  the  County  of 
Chenango  who  have  given  their  lives  in  the  World  War 
or  either  of  the  preceding  wars  in  which  the  United 
States  has  been  engaged. 

Signed  


/  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  City  and  Town 
of  Nonvich,  N.  Y .,  for  the  benefit  of  Guernsey  Memorial 

Library    dollars, 

the  income  from  which  shall  be  applied  to  

  or  may  be  used  for  whatever 

other  purposes  the  Board  of  Education  deems  is  most 
useful  for  the  future  welfare  of  the  library. 

Signed   


The  above  are  suggested  forms  which  may  be  used 
in  making  gifts.  Words  which  do  not  apply  may  be 
stricken  out  and  others  inserted. 
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GUERNSEY  MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY 


AND 

THE  DAVID  L.  FOLLETT  MEMORIAL 
(SUPREME  COURT)  LAW  LIBRARY 


REPORTS 

Beginning  July  I,  1920 
Ending  June  30,  1921 


NORWICH,  NEW  YORK 
1921 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


/  hereby  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Board  of 
Education  <>)  Union  Free  School  District  No.  J,  Tout/ 
and  City  of  Norwich,  N.  V .,  the  sum  of   

 dollars,  the  income  only 

from  which  shall  be  applied  to  

 under  the  direction  of  the 

Board  of  Education  or  may  be  used  fo)  whatever  oilier 

purposes  said  Hoard  of  Education  deems  is  most  useful 
for  the  future  welfare  of  the  library. 

Signed  


GUERNSEY  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 

Hon.  GEORGE  W.  RAY,  LL.  J).,  President 
W  ILLIAM  MASON,  Cl<  i  I, 
DANIEL  B.  CUSHMAN 
MICHAEL  FINIGAN 
JOHN  H.  STEWART,  M.  D. 
DAVID  F.  LEE,  LL.  B. 
Mrs.  MARGARET  S.  CLARKE 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

FRANK  R.  WASSUNG,  Rh.  M. 

TREASURER 

HOMER  H.  LUG  LEV 


DAVID  L.  FOLLETT  MEMORIAL  (Supreme  Court)   LAW  LIBRARY 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

Hon.  GEORGE  W.  RAY,  LL.  D.,  Chairman 

ARTHUR  W.  MORSE,  Secretary,  New  Boiiin,  N.  Y. 

Hon.  ALBERT  F.  GLADDING 
Hon.  JAMES  P.  HILL 
HENRY  R.  FOLLETT,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

LIBRARY  STAFF 

N.  LOUISE  RUCKTESHLER,  Librarian 
GERTRUDE  M.  SULLIVAN,-  Assisl  a nt  Librarian 
Mrs.  HATTIB  LALLY,  Assistant  (pari  time) 
CATHERINE  J.  MacWIIlRTER,  Apprentice  (pari  time) 


LIBRARY  HOURS 
9  A.  M.  to  9  P.  M.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays 
1  P.  M.  to  9  P.  M.  other  week  days 


IN  MEMORIAM 


In  the  death  of  Charles  G.  Brooks,  March  27,  1921,  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Education,  Guernsey  Memorial 
Library  has  lost  one  of  its  staunch  friends  and  a  con- 
sistent supporter  of  its  policies.  The  following  resolu- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Education  is  incorporated  in  its 
enti  rety : 


"Resolved,  that  in  (lie  death  of  Charles  G.  Brooks 
the  City  of  Norwich  and  this  community  has  lost  one  of 
its  most  useful  and  respected  citizens,  and  that  the  Board 
of  Education  of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  City 
and  Town  of  Norwich,  N.  Y ..  has  lost  one  of  its  most 
active,  energetic  and  devoted  members;  also 

"Resolved,  that  by  his  death  the  parents  and  pupils 
in  this  school  district  are  deprived  of  the  counsel,  advice 
and  devoted  service  of  a  gentleman  who  has  shown  an 
unwavering  fidelity  to  and  interest  in  the  educational 
interests  of  this  community. 

"Resolved,  that  this  Board  of  Education  extends  to 
the  family  of  Mr.  Brooks  its  sincere  sympathy  at  this 
time;  also 

"Resolved,  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  which  are 
but  a  feeble  expression  of  our  sense  of  loss  in  the  death 
of  Mr.  Brooks,  be  entered  in  the  records  of  the  Board  of 
Education  and  published  in  the  papers  of  the  City  of  Nor- 
wich, and  that  a  copy  thereof  be  sent  to  the  family  of  our 
deceased  co-worker." 


Dated  March  30,  1921. 

GEORGE  W.  RAY,  President, 
WILLIAM  MASON,  Clerk, 
DANIEL  B.  CUSHMAN, 
MICHAEL  FINIGAN, 
JOHN  H.  STEWART, 
DAVID  P.  LEE, 

Board  of  Education  of  Union  Free  School 
District  No.  1,  City  and  Town  of  Norwich, . 
N.  Y. 


PRESIDENT'S  STATEMENT 


July  L,  1921. 

To  the  Taxpayers  of  Dnion  Free  School  Distrid  No.  1. 
City  and  Town  of  Norwich,  N.  Y.,  and  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  New  York  and  I  he  Board  of 
Supervisors  of  the  County  of  Chenango: 
In  my  report  Las1  year  I  made  the  following  state- 
ments and  appea  l : 

"This  is  the  only  public  library  in  tihe  city  of  Norwich  and  its 
growth  and  extension  in  size  and  usefulness  tells  its  own  story  and 
makes  its  own  appeal  to  the  consideration  and  support  of  all  who  are 
interested  in  the  intellectual  growth  of  our  community. 

"No  school  system  is  complete  unless  its  work  is  supplemented 
by  a  well  selected  and  adequate  library  to  which  the  pupils  ma\  have 
free  access  at  all  suitable  times.  This  tact  is  recognized  by  the  Board 
of  Regents  of  the  State  and  the  aid  given  by  it  in  promoting  library 
work  through  the  State  and  nation. 

"BUILDING 

"June  28,  1919,  authority  was  given  the  board  of  education  to 
raise  funds  for  new  school  buildings  including  a  new  library  building, 
to  which  library  building  it  was  proposed  to  devote  $100,000  of  the 
sum  voted.  Aside  from  the  preparation  of  proposed  plans  nothing 
has  been  done  towards  the  erection  of  such  building  although  the 
necessity  therefor  is  constantly  and  urgently  appealing.  The  high 
cost  of  labor  and  building  material  is  in  the  main  responsible  for 
failure  to  erect  such  library  building.  The  construction  of  a  new 
ward  school  building  on  East  Main  Street  has  required  the  expendi- 
ture under  present  conditions  of  twice  what  was  estimated  as  the 
probable  cost  when  the  work  was  entered  upon.  While  cost  of  con- 
struction has  prohibited  the  erection  of  the  library  building,  the  needs 
therefor  are  constantly  increasing  and  become  more  urgent  with  each 
year's  delay. 

"ENDOWMENT 

"Large  wealthy  corporations  in  all  cities  and  up-to-date  com- 
munities are  establishing  special  libraries  to  aid  in  the  successful  con- 
duct of  their  business.  This  has  been  done  in  our  midst  by  the  Nor- 
wich Pharmacal  Company.  Our  school  library  ought  to  furnish  to  our 
students  and  the  reading  public  the  same  aid  the  resources  of  wealthy 
corporations  enable  them  to  procure  for  their  employees.  Taxes  alone 
will  not  adequately  provide  all  this.  The  city  of  Norwich  has  wealthy 
and  public  spirited  citizens  who  are  interested  in  this  work  but  they 
have  done  little  to  aid  the  growth  and  extension  of  the  library.  Now 
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thai  the  erection  of  a  library  building  of  some  character  is  assured, 
why  is  not  this  an  opportune  lime  for  public  spirited  citizens  inter- 
ested in  education  to  enlist  the  aid  of  other  public  spirited  citizens  in 
making  gifts  for  the  establishment  of  endowments  to  be  devoted  to 
that  phase  of  library  and  educational  work  in  which  the  giver  is  mosi 
interested ?  A  book  fund  tor  sonic  special  book  department,  such  as 
drama,  poetry,  science,  or  useful  arts,  an  engraved  book  plate,  a  book 
fund  for  the  juvenile  department,  are  gifts  worthy  of  consideration 
and  suggest  only  a  lew  of  the  many  special  objects  endowments  may 
aid.  Not  only  are  sin  li  gifits  or  endowments  enduring,  but  they  confer 
a  favor  and  benefit  upon  the  people  of  the  city  of  Norwich,  the  value 
of  which  cannot  be  overestimated, 

"In  placing  emphasis  on  the  library's  needs, — a  building  and  an 
endowment,--l  have  done  so  because  of  my  deep  conviction  that  the 
library  has  far  greater  service  to  render  to  the  varied  interests  of 
Norwich  than  is  possible  under  present  conditions  and  that  by  proper 
effort  the  city  of  Norwich  can  make  its  library  system  what  it  should 
be  and  equal  to  that  of  oilier  cities  of  our  size,  when  its  needs  and 
value  are  fully  understood.  The  city  of  Norwich  has  always  proven 
equal  to  the  demands  made  upon  its  liberality  when  their  necessity 
is  properly  understood  and  presented.  Is  it  not  time  for  the  city  of 
Norwich  to  establish  and  work  for  the  extension  of  a  library  endow- 
ment fund.'" 

Library  needs  are  greater  than  ever  and  J  here  take 
occasion  to  repeal  the  appeal  T  then  made. 

M  ost  respeel  fully, 

GEORGE  W.  RAY, 

President  of  Board  of  Education  of  Guernsey 
Memorial  Library,  and  Chairman  of  Board  of 
Trustees  of  The  David  L.  Follett  Memorial 
(Supreme  Court)  Law  Library. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

July  1,  1921. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Education: 

Gentlemen : — ]  have  the  honor  to  submil  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  operations  of  this  library  (being  library 
of  Union  Free  School  District  No.  1,  Town  and  City  of 
Norwich,  X.  Y.)  for  the  library  year  ending  June  30, 
1921,  and  the  work  now  in  progress: 

INTRODUCTORY  STATEMENT 

The  year  has  been  one  of  a  steady  and  substantial  volume  of 
work,  the  result  of  an  increase  from  year  to  year,  reaching  a  maximum 
in  all  lines  of  endeavor.  The  circulation  figures  were  46,111,  an  in- 
crease of  1,391  over  the  year  ending  June  30,  1920,  which  was  the 
highest  circulation  record  for  any  one  year  in  the  previous  hislory  of 
the  library.  11  is  not  represented  thai  the  circulation  of  46,111  in  a 
city  of  8,268  inhabitants  is  a  matter  of  pride  or  congratulation,  but  it 
does  represent  heavy  pressure  upon  a  staff  insufficient  until  recentlj 
in  numbers  lor  the  amount  of  work  before  it  and  which  pressure  of 
work  upon  an  insufficient  staff  has  for  some  years  prevented  the 
encouragement  of  additional  work. 

Adding  to  the  circulation  total  46,111  the  Law  Library  circulation, 
151,  and  the  19,473  persons  recorded  as  using  the  library  lor  reading 
and  study,  a  total  use  of  the  Guernsey  Homestead  building  is  repre- 
sented by  the  figures  65,735,  or  a  per  capita  use  of  7.95.  The  library's 
per  capita  income  was  only  24  cents.  Its  number  of  books  per  capita 
1.94.    Its  circulation  per  capita  5.58. 

New  users  registered  were  303,  of  which  48  are  from  the  outlying 
rural  districts  of  Norwich,  South  Otselic,  North  Norwich,  Guilford. 
Preston,  Ely  mouth,  South  Plymouth,  Oxford,  Rockdale,  North  Pitcher, 
Smyrna  and  Guilford  Center. 

Volumes  in  the  library  increased  from  15,253  to  16,085,  905  having 
been  added  by  purchase  and  gift,  and  73  having  been  withdrawn. 

REGULAR  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  LINES  OF  WORK 

In  setting  out  general  and  special  activities,  consideration  of  the 
limitations  enumerated  last  year  and  still  confronting  the  work  is  once 
more  invited.  These  limitations  have  not  lessened  during  the  twelve 
months.  They  are  the  result  of  inadequate  building  and  housing. 
More  work  could  not  be  cared  for  and  systematic  publicity,  abandoned 
two  years  ago,  could  not  be  resumed.  Publicity  is  an  essential  to  any 
business  enterprise.  As  a  result  of  publicity  abandonment  your 
library's  work  has  not  decreased,  neither  has  it  taken  definite  stride* 
of  advance  and  use.    The  storage  of  books  for  which  we  have  no 
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adequate  shell  room  continues  and  must  until  a  new  library  building 
is  a  reality.  New  books  cannot  be  added  in  large  numbers.  There 
is  neither  room  to  house  nor  (  are  tor  them. 

The  stations  and  distributing  agencies,  coming  directly  under 
rural  extension  work,  were:-  Guilford,  Miss  Ada  Burt,  librarian,  L38 
volumes;  Rlymouth,  Mrs  Myrta  Montgomery,  50  volumes;  Rockdale, 
Mrs.  L.  F.  Richards,  48  volumes;  North  Norwich,  Mrs.  Thoron 
Kinney,  71  volumes;  Chenango  Valley  Home,  61  volumes.  New  sta- 
tions were  Rockdale  District  No.  3,  Mr.  G.  R.  Prentice,  42  volumes, 
and  Guilford  Center,  Mrs.  John  Rice,  43  volumes.  These  agencies  are 
from  six  to  22  miles  distant  from  Guernsey  Memorial  Library-  To  26 
rural  schools,  from  one  to  18  miles  distant,  710  books  were  loaned,  as 
against  416  last  year.  These  loans  are  made  directly  to  the  vuviu 
school  teachers,  serving  as  teacher -librarian  in  her  school. 

As  Guernsey  Library  is  primarily  a  school  library,  much  oi 
its  regular  work  is  closed y  related  to  the  work  of  the  local  schools 
and  its  value  to  particularly  the  High  School  is  best  shown  by  the 
use  made  of  the  library  by  teachers  and  pupils.  The  7,475  volumes 
that  went  into  the  various  school  rooms  in  the  five  school  buildings 
represent  tlie  best  evidence  on  paper  but  the  least,  actual  use  made 
of  the  library  by  the  schools.  The  best  evidence  is  being  an  eye 
witness  on  a  school  day  when  there  are  not  tables  and  chairs  enough 
tor  the  students  who  are  pursuing  some  line  of  collateral  reading  or 
study.  The  proximity  of  the  library  to  the  High  School  is  a  great 
aid  in  such  use  and  permits  the  issuance  of  passes  by  teachers  ena- 
bling pupils  to  spend  one  or  more  study  periods  of  the  day  in  the 
library  building. 

Early  in  the  year  to  provide  opportunity  lor  greater  use  of  the 
library  by  non-resident  students,  the  library's  opening  hour  was 
changed  from  1  o'clock  to  12:30  noon  each  school  day.  The  change 
has  proved  most  beneficial  and  utilizes  a  half  hour  that  is  availed  of 
by  many  of  the  non-resident  students  who  have  no  special  place 
to  go  when  their  noonday  lunch  is  over.  With  the  incoming  in 
October,  1921,  of  an  additional  assistant  on  the  library  staff,  the  library 
began  opening  on  two  mornings  of  each  week,  Tuesdays  and  Thurs- 
days, at  9  o'clock  and  remaining  open  until  9  o'clock  in  the  evenings, 
making  on  those  two  days  of  the  week  a  continuous  twelve  hour 
opening.  Attendance  on  these  two  mornings  clearly  demonstrates  the 
desirability  of  having  the  library  open  every  morning  as  well  as  every 
afternoon  and  every  evening  of  the  week. 

The  cooperation  of  every  teacher  is  invited  and  sometimes  leads 
to  special  lines  of  endeavor,  as  when  Mrs.  Lizzie  W.  Oakley,  a  fifth 
grade  teacher  in  the  Birdsall  Street  Ward,  sees  that  every  child  in 
her  grade  has  a  library  card  and  draws  and  reads  library  books.  Or 
Miss  Laura  Gifford,  teacher  of  the  third  grade  in  the  East  Main  Street 
school,  brings  her  pupils  in  groups  of  ten  to  the  library  building,  in- 
troducing them  to  the  children's  room  and  the  many  kinds  of  books 
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to  be  found  there,  explaining  bow  they  may  "join  the  library,"  and 
then  sends  each  forth  with  his  or  her,  in  some  cases,  first  library 
book  held  tightly  and  firmly  under  the  arm.  Cooperation  takes  vari- 
ous forms.  In  November,  1920,  it  was  an  exhibit  of  "Belter  English" 
week  posters  prepared  by  students  of  the  art  department,  under  the- 
instruction  of  Miss  Sarah  L.  Packer,  teacher.  Lines  of  cooperation 
heretofore  carried  on— the  furnishing  of  libraries  and  supplementary 
texts  and  readers  to  class  rooms  and  the  reserving  of  special  shelves 
of  "required  reading" — were  continued.  Also  instruction  in  the  use, 
etc.,  of  the  library,  by  which  all  students  in  High  School,  through 
their  English  classes,  came  to  the  library  in  groups  of  perhaps  a 
dozen  and  received  some  instruction  and  training,  having  a  direct 
bearing  upon  their  school  work  and  tending  toward  an  intimate  and  ex- 
peditious use  of  library  books  and  library  guides  and  library  methods. 
A  form  of  cooperation  heretofore  never  attempted  but  which  must 
prove  of  great  value  to  both  school  and  library  is  the  recent  publica- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Education,  entitled  "Booklist  for  Students  in  the 
English  Classes,"  compiled  by  the  English  Department  of  Norwich 
High  School  and  the  Guernsey  Memorial  Library,  and  of  "Booklist  for 
Pupils  in  the  History  Classes,"  compiled  by  the  History  Department  of 
Norwich  High  School  and  the  Guernsey  Memorial  Library.  The  teach- 
ers of  these  departments  are  Miss  Elizabeth  Thompson,  Miss 
Katherine  L.  Finigan  and  Miss  Susan  A.  Kirkby. 

Story  hours  could  not  be  omitted.  They  are  a  part  of  the  year's 
work  with  the  children  of  Norwich.  Four  were  given  on  Saturday 
afternoons  from  February  26  to  March  19,  both  inclusive.  At  two  of 
the  hours  Mrs.  Joseph  M.  Forsytlhe  told  the  stories,  and  at  the  other 
two  our  pioneer  "story  lady",  Mrs.  Ellen  Miller  Donaldson.  Attend- 
ance was  261.  The  stories  ranged  from  fairy  tales  to  Daniel  Boone 
and  "Prince  and  Piauper,"  varying  with  the  ages  of  the  children 
attending. 

Receipts  from  the  rent  collection  amounted  to  $187.66,  which  sum 
replenished  that  collection  by  123  volumes,  all  new  titles  published 
during  the  year. 

There  were  30  meetings  held  in  the  library  building  by  local  and 
county  organizations.  There  formerly  was  three  times  this  number, 
but  the  props  and  supports — put  up  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
building  safe  to  human  life  during  the  time  that  such  building  must 
be  used  and  until  the  new  building  is  constructed — it  is  contended, 
interfere  materially  with  meeting  procedure. 

In  May,  1921,  your  library  was  represented  at  and  participated  in 
a  district  library  institute  held  at  Binghamton.  In  June,  1921,  your 
library  had  representation  at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Library 
Association,  held  at  Swampscott,  Mass.  In  September,  1921,  the  New 
York  Library  Association  held  its  annual  meeting  at  Cornell  Univer- 
sity, Ithaca.  Through  the  State  scholarship  committee,  your  librarian 
was  awarded  a  scholarship  in  a  newly  created  class  of  libraries  in 
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towns  of  from  5,000  to  10,000  population,  which  award  carried  with  it 
a  certificate  of  service  and  a  check  covering  expenses  to  the  State 
meeting.  At  the  meeting  your  librarian  was  appointed  and  acted  as 
chairman  of  the  auditing  committee,  having  served  during  the  year 
as  a  member  of  the  standardization  committee.  The  library  was  also 
represented  at  the  State  meeting  by  Dr.  John  II.  Stewart  and  Mrs. 
Margaret  S.  Clarke,  trustees  of  the  library  and  members  of  the  Board 
of  Education. 

STAFF  AND  LEGISLATION 

With  the  beginning  of  fall  work  October  1.  L921,  Miss  Gertrude  M. 
Sullivan  was  elected  to  and  became  an  additional  full  time  assistant 
on  Guernsey  Library's  staff.  Being  possessed  of  the  qualifications 
prescribed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Education  for  a  school  librarian 
and  being  duly  licensed,  Miss  Sullivan  enters  the  library  under  Chap- 
ter 680  Laws  of  1920  of  the  State  of  New  York  on  an  equal  standing 
with  a  teacher  entering  our  schools,  thus  bringing  to  the  district  from 
llif  Stale  the  regular  and  extra  teacher's  quota  of  $450. 

CONCLUSION 

The  use  of  the  library  building  from  all  sources  mentioned  In 
the  report  reached  (55,735.  The  various  phases  of  activities  have  been 
briefly  appraised,  and  with  the  thought  of  soliciting  your  cooperation 
some  of  the  obstacles  to  development  have  been  mentioned. 

It  would  be  unfair  to  the  staff  to  conclude  this  report  without 
expression  of  my  deep  appreciation  of  my  co-workers  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  have  responded  to  greater  service  under  conditions 
which  might  well  have,  and  possibly  have  at  times,  discouraged  them, 
but  which  in  the  final  analysis  have  made  possible  the  work  here 
referred  to. 

Respectfully, 

N.   LOUISE  RUCKTESHLER, 

Librarian. 


10 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


July  L,  1921, 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trustees  of  The  David  L. 
Pollett  MemoriaJ  (Supreme  Court)  Law  Library  ; 

Gentlemen:  There  is  submitted  herewith  a  brief 
statement  in  relation  to  The  David  L.  Follett  Memorial 
(Supreme  Court)  Law  Library  For  the  library  year,  July 
1,  1920,  through  June  30,  1921. 

The  number  of  books  has  increased  from  8,828  to 
8,915.  The  use  by  reference  has  been  maintained;  the 
use  by  circulation  lias  increased  from  124  to  150. 


RECEIPTS 


County  tax  (Supervisors'  appropriation) 
Stale  grants-  .J.-.  


$  800.00 
532.38 


Ti  ll  a  I 


$1,332.38 


EXPENDITURES 


Books  

Periodicals  

Guernsey    Library,    for    heal ,    light,  rooms, 


%  417.88 
114.50 


janitor  and  librarian  service 


800.00 


Total 


$1,332.38 


Respectfully, 


N.   LOUISE  RUCKTESHLER, 

Librarian. 
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DONORS 

We  are  indebted  and  acknowledgments  have  been 
made  to  the  following  local  residents  or  county  citizens 
and  organizations  for  gifts  of  books,  magazines  or  news- 
papers : 

Afton  Enterprise 

Bainbridge  Republican 

Barts,  Miss  Adelaide  A. 

Beardsley,  Mrs.  L.  A. 

Beeibe,  Mrs.  L.  Elizabeth 

Belden,  Daniel 

Benson,  Mrs.  Piatt  J. 

Breed,  Miss  Mae 

Brooks,  Mrs.  Fred  H. 

Chase,  Mrs.  Frank 

Chenango  American 

Chenango   County   Farm  Bureau 

Association 
Chenango  Union 
Clarke,  Mrs.  Margaret  S. 
Craine,  Mrs.  Zur  W. 
D.  A.   R.,   Captain  John  Harris 

Chapter 
Donaldson,  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Eatrlville  Standard 
Goodrich,  Mrs.  N.  B. 
Green,  Mrs.  N.  L. 
Gregory,  Mrs.  Jennie 
Gustafson,  Miss  Grace  E. 
Hiekok,  Mrs.  Leonard 
Higley,  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Holmes,  Daniel  P. 
Hunt,  Miss  Helen  E. 
Isbell,  Miss  Mary  L. 
Jacobs,  Henry  A. 
Jillson,  Mrs.  R.  H. 
Kingsley,  Dr.  J.  S. 
Leach,  Miss  Ruth 
MacConnell,  Rev.  J.  H. 
Mallory,  Fred 
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Marquis  Telephone  and  Telegraph 

Company 
Monday  Evening  Musical  Club 
Moore,  E.  S. 
Musson,  E.  H. 
Naumann,  Miss  Dorothy 
Norwich  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Norwich  Publishing  Company 
Oxford  Review  Times 
Prior,  Dr.  Thomas  W. 
Ray,  Mrs.  J.  Johnson 
Ray,  Judge  Geo.  W. 
Redmond,  William 
Seeley,  Miss  Gladys  F. 
Sherburne  News 
Sinnott,  Rev.  Walter 
South  New  Berlin  Bee 
Stebbins,  Henry  M. 
Stevens,  Mrs.  Pearl  P. 
Stewart,  Dr.  John  H. 
Stofer,  Miss  Helen 
Story,  Mrs.  Geo.  R. 
Turner,  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Walworth,  Miss  Hattie 
Wassung,  Prot.  Frank  R. 
Waterman,  Mrs.  Hannah  C. 
Webb,  Miss  Josephine  S. 
Wilcox,  Mrs.  Helen  S.  K. 
Willing   Workers    Circle   of  the 

Methodist  Church 
Woman's   Missionary   Society  of 

the  First  Baptist  Church 
Woman's  Society  of  the  Episcopal 

Church 
Y.  M.  C.  A. 
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APPENDIX 


statistics 

(Arranged  in  accordance  with  the  form  adopted  by  the  Council  of 
the  American  Library  Association  tor  the  purposes  of  comparison  of 
annual  statistical  information.) 

Annual  report-  5Tear  ended  June  :!'».  1921. 

Name  of  Library — Guernsey  Memorial  Library. 

City — Norwich;  State— New  York. 

copulation  served   (latest  statistics) — S.268. 

Terms  for  use — Free  for  lending  and  reference. 

Total  number  of  agencies — 40. 

Consisting  of — Library. 

Schools,  local — 5  (or  53  school  room  collections). 
Schools,  rural — 26. 

Institutions — 1,   Chenango   Valley  Home. 

Distributing  agencies  outside  the  city — 7.  Guilford,  North  Nor- 
wich Plymouth,  Rockdale,  Guilford  Center,  North  Pitcher, 
and  Rockdale  District  3. 

Number  of  days  open  during  the  yea<r — 304. 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending — 48. 

Hours  open  each  week  for  reading — 48. 


Accession*.  Ktc. 


Adult 

Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  (if  year   13,809 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  year  by  purchase  139 
Number  of  volumes  added  during  year  by  gift  or 

exchange   124 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  year  by  binding 

material  not  otherwise  counted   50 

Number  of  volumes  losl  <>r  withdrawn  during  year  28 

Total  number  at  end  of  year   14  080 

Circulation 


Juve- 
nile 
1,444 

590 


2 
45 
2,005 


Total 
15,253 
729 

124 

52 
73 
16,085 


Juve- 
Adult      nile  Total 

Number  of  volumes  of  fiction  for  home  use   18,906     6,673  25,579 

Total  number  of  volumes  lent  for  home  use   23,048   10,682  33,730 

Number  of  volumes  sent  to  agencies    8,638 

Other  circulation — Periodicals  (unbound)   3,308 

Pictures,  clippings  and  pamphlets   435 

Law  Library   i  _ 

Medical  Library  

Total  circulation  from  all  sources   46,262 


Registration 


Adult 

166 


Juve- 
nile 
137 


Number  of  borrowers  registered  during  year  

Total  number  of  registered  borrowers   

Registration  period  years — Since  July  14,  1906. 

Number  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  currently  received — 86. 

Number  of  persons  using  library  for  reading  and  study — 19,473 


Total 
303 
5  7S0 


Receipts  From 

Unexpended  balance  $  277.82 

Local  taxation   2,000.00 

State  grants   707.77 

Endowment  fund   631.55 

Pines  and  sales  of  publica- 
tions   95.00 

Duplicate  pay  collection..  187.66 
Other  sources  (if  extraor- 
dinary,   enumerate  and 

state  objects)    801.35 

Total  $4,701.15 


Payments  For 

Books  $  692.27 

Periodicals   215.76 

Binding   267.74 

Salaries,  library  service  .  .  2,080.87 
Salaries,     janitor  service, 

his  house   rent  and   174.96 

K#tY/::::::::::::::::l  779-30 

Other  maintenance   367.77 

Total  maintenance  $4,578.67 

Extraordinary,     such  as: 
Permanent  improvements  72.99 

Total  $4,651.66 
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